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Letters to the Editor

Lundy News

"I have just returned from a holiday on Lundy and found the Island as beautiful
as ever. The windmill is now working properly and providing much needed elec-
tricity for the Island. The new administrator's house in Millcombe Valley is
now almost completed and ready for occupation, ae are the new buildings which
have been erected for holiday occupation on the site of the original farm
hotel. It is of interest to note that wherever poswible much of the original
wails of the hotel and stone have been used in its contruction. Whilat I was
staying on the Island (in Juns and July), I was very fortunate to see two trips
by the Waverley paddle steamer which brought about 600 day trippers on each
trip. It is with vegret that the two trips were the last to be made to Lundy
this year by the last sea paddle steamer apparently left in the world still
wotking."

--Ken Thompson, Croydon, Surrey, England (July 18, 1983)
Interest in Lundy Whetted by L.C.C. Member

"On his last visit here, our friend Roger Allen told me you were the person

to turn to 1f I ever wanted a catalogue of Lundy stamps. Having managed to
squeeze some duplicates out of Roger, in addition to the lot I bought from the
L.C.C."'s last auction, I find myself in the possession of & number of little
labels that I want to know more about. This approach may sound a little
strange to you since I am already a member of the L.C.C. and the Cinderella
Stamp Club in England. I must add that I have never been much of a collector
but much more enjoy reading about.philately, with a particular interest in
postal history, even chough I keep a fair collection of Icelandic scamps for
pactriotic reasons!

Roger Allen must be held entirely responsible for my sudden interest in Lundy
and ita history and stamps even though I have alwayas been rather fond of the
atrange and lovely bird lundi from which che Island in the Bristol Channel no
doubt takes 1ts name. As you no doubt know, 'lundi’ in Icelandic scands for
'puffin,' of which we have a great deal on small islands and cliffs surrounding
our country. It is eaten new, salted, or smoked, in particular by the inhabi-
tants of the Westmanna islands south of the Iceland mainland (don't worry, there
is no scarcity of the bird here), but by most enjoyed for its beauty. Well, to
come to the point, could you inform me about the price of &« Lundy catalogue in-
cluding postage to this outpost #o that I may order one?"

~~Gylfi Gunnarsson, Seltjarnarnes, Iceland (August 14, 1983)

Longtime L.C.C. membar Roger E. Allen vieited Cylfi (L.C.C. member #116) in
late Juné of this year. Buoause he had been out of England on travel and buei-
ness, Roger was unawarae the L.C.C. #3 memberes' mail auotion aatalogue had baeen
distributed to members until Cylfi happened to show his to Roger during the
visit., Imagine my shook and surprise on the morning of Saturday, July 2, at
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Lunbdy at Quction

By Roger 8. Cichorz
39825 Longwood Avenue
Boulder, Colorado 80303, U.S8.A.

International Philatelic Postal Auctions (I.P.P.A.)

L.C.C. member Stanley Newman's most succesaful Lundy auction, I.P.P.A.'s Lundy
Collectors Auction #5, closed September 20, 1983, with most of the better lots
being sold and realizing well above the auctioneer's estimates. This auction
waw comprised of 494 lots with estimates totaling 6329.50 pounds. Of these,
306 lota estimated at 4231.50 pounds sold for 4689.75 pounds, 10.8 percent more
than the estimates. (At the time of the auction closing, 1.00 pound sterling
was equivaleant to 0.S5.§1.50.) Table | immediately below presents a summary of
the suction by major category.

TABLE 1. I.P.P.A. Lundy Collectors Auction #5.

Number of Summary of Lots Offered That Sold
Category Lots Offered Estimates Number Estimates Realizations XR:E*

Postcards 49 + 242.50 46 4 232.00 b 273.25 117.8
Covers 126 1554.25 67 1089.50 1229.50 112.8
Scamps 319 4532.75 193 2910.00 3187.00 109.5
All Lots 494 £6329.50 306 £4231.50 & 4689.75 110.8

.IRzE is the percentage of the realizations to estimates on the lots that sold.
The percentage of lots offered that sold were: postcards 93.9%, covers 53.2%,
atamps 60.5Z; all lots 61.9%. The total monetary amounts of prsauction esti-
mates sold (i.s., the ratio of estimates in pounds of sold lots to the esti-
mates in pounds of total lots offered) wera: postcarda 95.7%, covers 70.1%,
stamps 64.2%; all lots 66.9%.

L.C.C. members who are active participants in auctions should have received a
copy of the I.P.P.A. Lundy #5 catalogue and successful bidders a copy of the
“prices realized,” but if you did not and are interested in receiving future
auction catalogues from the firm, address your requests to Stanley Newman,
I.P.P.A. Aucrion Departmenc, 67 The Droveway, Hove, Sussex, BN3 6PR, England,
and be sure to indicate that you are & member of the L.C.C. Stanley has
tentatively scheduled his next Lundy auction for January 1984,

Wicth so many lots of good postcarda, covers, postal history items, and atamps,
it is imposaible to write up & large auction like this in a couple of pages
and do it proper justice. I decided one way to provide readers a flavor of
this suction 1s to tabulate the results by lot grouping type. The result 1is
Table 2 on the following page, and I hope readers will be able to see some
trends (such as "hotteat" material and the less desirable lots) from the per-
centage of lots sold, the ratio of realizations to prices realized, etc. The
balence of the text will 1nclude a discussion of several of the more tnter-
esting lots, the scarcer waterial, the betrer performers, the disappointments,
and even a lot or two of personal interest to thias columnist (like a few I bid
liberally on and atill didn't get!). So, here goes...

Postcards continued to be a popular area with all but three lots selling. The
highest realizatton was for a sepla photocard, No. 3948A in the Rotary Photo-
series, of the H.M.5. Montagu in service prior to wrecking; it sold for 9.50
pounds against an estimate of 6 pounds. Two postcards, each with & G.P.O.
"Luady Island" circular datestamp and an sdditional Iastow postmark, were the
first two lote offered in the "Postal History” section. The October 18, 1907
postmarked “Montagu" card with an Instow square-circle cancellacion (but not
"poseibly unique” as indicated in the description) fetched 52 pouanda against
an estimace of 48 pounds, and the "Moriscoe (8fo) Castle and Beach" card posc-
darked Auguar 31, 1911 (Lundy) end Seprember I, 1911 (Instow “thimble" c.d.s.)
realized 56 pounds againet a modest estimate of 40 pounds. In my opinion, the
latter card was the more deairable of the two items since a preponderance of
known cards with G.P.0. "Lundy Igland” postmarks are “Montagu” items. Bidders
must have agreed with me as this lot sold for 40 percemt over its estimate.

Several items among the cover/postal history lots deserve mention. A May 1930
outward cover Lo Briatol sold for 24 pounds against an estimate of 20 pounds.

(text continues after Table 2 on the following page)
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LUNDY AT AUCTION (Coatinued)

"'Red Crous' stanps are very scarce on cover," and I haven't sean that many of
them on covers offered lately). A Captain Smye mailing of a folded publication
of Howsrd Marshall's Dufly Mail arcticle ("If Goebbels Asked Ms to Broadcast"),
sent from Lundy co Haats. in 1940, reslized 22 pounds sgeinst an estinate of

25 pounds, This icem did not have the “ALR SERVICE TO LUNDY I./SUSPENDED..."
(Chinchen type E) cachet; two similar Smye items having the cachet realized
about §75 each in the previous L.P.P.A. and L.C.C. auctions. The only item with
the “AIR SERVICE..." cachet offered in this auction, an outward cover addressed
to Smye in Hants. (naturallyl), wes estimated at 48 pounds but did not sell.

One cover I particularly wunted because of my dual philatelic interest in Lundy
and the Channel Islands waw a 1945 commercial cover from Guernsey to Lundy,
bearing on the front a Guernsey-occupation kd "Arma" adhesive and a G.B. KGVI
2d definitive tied by a Guernsey machine cancellation. Unfortunately for me,
wy bid of 17 pounds againat the escimate of 12 pounds was the mamner-up and the
cover sold for 18 pounds. (Would the buyer like to part with it for a tidy
profic?) Prom the Table 2 "poscal history & covers" entries, one can observe

4 trend: covers tended to perform according to chronology; that is, the ear~
lier groupings realized a higher percentage of estimates than later covers and
had a greater percentage of lote sell (with the exception of the 1930-1939 per-
{od brought sboutr by the murket-saturated Phillipe & C.T.0. nonsellers). The
only post~1950 “cover" that realized substantially over the estimate waa a 1957
reply-paid postal card sent from Lundy to Papua back to Lundy with proper out-
goilng, lncoming, and return poetal markinge; this wuweual item realized 16
pounda against its estimate of 12 pounds.

The following list of ttems are a sampling of some of the better stamp perform—
era: & mint NH vertical pair of the violet "air view" eseay (Chinchen #18e)
with a double row of horizontal roulettes between the atamps fetched a whopping
66 pounds against an eatimate of 48 pounds (during the time I've been following
the Lundy auction market--the past five years--this is the first time I've seen
an offering of this essayl!); a mint NH block of 15 (three rows of five across)
of the "V + plene" kp mauve-blue (mecond overprinting, Chinchen #37b) with a
"weak tail" variety realized 38 pounds sgainst its estimate of 30 pounds; an
"exhibition plece” wint NH block of 18 (three rows of eix across with gutter
between the f1fth and sixth stamp of each row plus bottom wmargin selvage in-
cludiog the "Bradbury..." imprint and "5'" to indicate which overprinting) of
the "V + plaue” Y%p green (Chinchen #37e) sold for 56 pounds againet an estimate
of 40 pounds; a complete mint NH pane of 30 of the "V + plane" 1d orange-red
(fourth overprinting, Chinchen #38d) including the margin imprint "4" realized
86 pounds ageinst an estimate of 75 pounds; a complete mint NH set of 12 of the
"Wright Brothers" overprints (Chinchen #57-~68) fetched 89 pounds againet an
estinate of 70 pounds; unvther mint set of the "Wright Brothers" overpriants
sold for B2 pounds sgainst an estimate of 60 pounds; a complete mint NH set of
etght of the "BY AIR" overprints in the narrow setting (Chinchen #69-76) real-
ized 50 pounds againat an estimate of 35 pounds (anocher "BY AIR" et with the
Ip value in the wide setting was estimated at 25 pounds but did not sell, so I
concluded that it was the ¢lusive narrow-setting lp value the bidders were
afrer); a minc NH 1953 "8 By Air 2-bar" black overprint provisional fetched a
whopping 28 pounds againsc an estimate of 15 pounds (this stamp sold for §10
against an estlmate of $6 in the L.C.C. #3 auction); & mint NH impecrforate
se-tenant R.S.P.C.A, block of four realized 72 pounde against an eacimate of

40 pounds (the same item in L.C.C. #3 realized $106 against an eatimute of
$60-~an amazing conslstency in the performauce of this modern Lundy rarityl);

& mint N4 1972 1p on 9p blue overprint provisional (Chinchen #172) fatched a
whopping 41 pounds aguiust an estimate of 18 pounds (this is only the second
mint example 1 have seun offered in the past five years, but used examples of
this proviatonal are relatively abundant and inexpensive); and & mint NH ex~
ample of Barry Chinchen's sxperimental lsp definitive (mentioned on page 74 of
his Lundy Catalogue) eold for 16 pounds against an eatimate of 8 pounds (Barry
gave these away free to Lundy Philatelic Service account holders, and an ex-~
emple was included in the October 1978 tesue of the B.P.P.S.C. Newsletter,

aleo compliments of Barvyl).

Brunswick International Postal Bid Sales

Of che 16 Lundy lots offered in the July 30, 1983 postal bid sale of Brunswick
Internacional Stampe & Auctiou Ltd. (B.I.S.A., P.O. Box 224, 5 Place du Com-
merce, Bouet, St. Peter Port, Guernsey, Channel lslands; telephone 0481-20616),
only three sold. A mint 1969 lp provisional and a wint ACAS "large map" 3d
"utshing dash' example realized their estimates of 3 and 5 pounds, respectively,
and & wint "lavge map" 2d value fatched 6 pounds against ite 5-pound estimate.
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