





L.C.C. PHILATELIC QUARTERLY

"THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE LUNDY COLLECTORS CLUB"

[Volume 20, Number 1 (Whole No. 77) Spring 1998 ]

LUNDY COLLECTORS CLUB

Affiliate Nuwmber 121 of the American Philatelic Society (APS)
Member Club of the Aerophilatelic Federation of the Americas (AFA)

L.C.C. Officers: LCCPQ Editorial Office Address:
George Fabian, President Roger Cichorz, 3925 Longwood Avenue
James C. Czyl, Vice President Boulder, Colorado 80303, U.S.A.
Duane Larson, Secretary-Treasurer L.C.C. Headquarters Address:

Roger S. Cichorz, LCCPQ Editor Duane Larson, 208 Centre

Jon Aitchison, U,X. Representative  Park Forest, Illinois 60466, U.S.A.

Membership in the Lundy Collectors Club is open to any person interested
in the collecting and study of ﬁundy stamps, covers, and postal history.
Dues of US$12.50 per year (U.S., Canada, and foreign surface rates) or
US$18.75/GBE12.50 (overseas airmail) include a subscription to the Lundy
Collectors Club Philatelic Quarterly.

Letter to the Editor

Impressions of November 29, 1997 L.C.C. U.K. Chapter Meeting

At the end of November, I was in London for a few days and managed to
coordinate my business with the autumn meeting of the Lundy Collectors
Club. It was nice to meet everyone again. Of course, most regretably,
Tony Langham and Ian Wilkinson are no longer with us, and Bernard Stanley
and Michael Bale could not come. Still, there were some 40 collectors
there. Several new faces were present, including some people from abroad.
Stanley Newman, being the organizer, welcomed us and then the auction
started—but first there were two hours of bourse, of course.

The auction went rather well. I guess that about half of the lots sold.
Although there were many new faces, many of the better items did not sell.
1 feel that some of the collectors find it a bit expensive to collect

Lundy today. For example, to pay £5 to £10 for a postcard that is not

very old is a lot, especially if you are just at the starting point.

After the auction, Roger Allen gave an interesting presentation about Lundy
books, guides, etc. When these are put together, there are quite a number,
and (of course!) there are more printings of the various guides than you
are aware of. This is something to catalogue! (How about it, Roger?)

One of the highlights of the meeting for me was meeting Diana Keast again.
It was a long time ago since I last saw her. We had a nice, long talk
about today's Lundy and reminisced about the old days. On the stamp side,
not much has happened. There are no immediate plans for any new Lundy
stamps to be issued during 1998. Perhaps something will come later, but
we'll have to see. In October, the number in the Lundy franking machine
was changed but the oval slug (The 0ld Light) stayed the same.

--Lars Liwendahl, Higersten, Sweden (December 13. 1997)

A report and illustration of the new franking machine die appear in Jim
Mullett's "Lundy Philatelic Update" colum on page 3. Summaries of the
first two L.C.C. U.K. Chapter members' auctions, held July 20, 1997 and
November 29, 1997, respectively, are given in my "Lundy at Auction" colum
appearing elsewhere in this issue. —RSC
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ODDS AND ENDS (Continued)

British Field Post Office — Lundy Cover (by Jim Mullett)

During December 1990
when the situation in
the Persian Gulf area
was heightening, Jim
Mullett siezed the
opportunity to obtain

= a British Field Post
o Office cover to Lundy.
Jim muteerrT e | The "990" B.F.P.0. was
LUNBY [ISLAND . operating out of the
ik HMUSeTN | gaudi Arabia —Persian
-

Gulf area as Allied
troups were amassing
in preparation for the
impending conflict
with Iraq.

Recent Batum "Stamp" Depicts a Puffin (by Roger S. Cichorz)

cessesarsnaser srescseas Ry

A miniature sheet of four stamps inscribed .-ee-e
"BATUM" 1s available for $4.25 each (plus :BATUM ¥BATYMU -W
$3.50 postage/packing per total order) from . 4
Westminster Stamp Gallery, P.O. Box 456,
Foxboro, Massachusetts 02035, U.S.A.; tele-
phone 508-384~6157 (credit card orders wel-
come). Each of the stamps in this sheetlet
depict a purpoise or dolphin and a seabird

in flight. The stamp with the "900" denom- ~
ination (in an unspecified currency), which

is positioned lower left in the sheetlet,
depicts a puffin (Zllustrated at right).

esesesseerisessoscasssscrane

srss-essssetennsrs st cans

Batum, a seaport on the Black Sea, is the capital of Adzhar, a territory
that in 1921 became an autonomous republic of the Georgian Soviet Social-
ist Republic. Stamps of Batum issued in 1919 under the administration of
British forces (which occupied Batum and environs between December 1918
and July 1920 following the Treaty of Versailles) are listed in. the Scott
Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue. With the breakup of the former Soviet
Union into many 'independent' entities during the 1990s and many of them
still involved with one another in armed ethnic conflicts over territory
and politics, it is difficult to sort out what stamps issued from these
various entities are legitimate postage stamps actually valid for postal
purposes and what are cinderella creations aimed at collectors. I doubt
that the recent Batum stamps are legitimate postage stamps that will be
listed in the Standard Postage Stamp Catalogues such as Seott and Stanley
Gibbons, but they still may be of interest to the "puffin' topicalist who
is seeking completion of all stamps and labels depicting puffins.

Postseript: According to an article titled "Point of View: 'The Dirty
Business of Mr. Feigenbaum'" by E. Sashenkov that appears on page 45 of
the July 11, 1997 issue of Mekeel's and Stamps Magazine, recent "stamps'
of Batum, Abkhazia, Tuva, and some other regions of the former U.S5.S.R.
are bogus works of Clive Feigenbaum produced by his Stampdial firm.

These "stamps' have no postal validity in nor recognition by authorities
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ODDS AND ENDS (Continued)

of these former U.S.S.R. regions, and are produced primarily to sell to
collectors. Feigenbaum was previously cited as a possible source of the
"wrong colors'" and misperforated Lundy 1982 definitive stamps that have
appeared on the market starting in 1989 (Winter 1989-1990 LCCPQ, page 19,
and Spring 1993 LCCPg, pages 7-8). An Abkhazia stamp depicting a puffin
was illustrated and discussed on pages 9-10 of the Summer 1995 LCCPQ.

A Philatelic Potpourri of Puffins (by Larry Dodson)

Larry Dodson reports three more

recent itemé featuring puffins.

o Maldive Islands (Scott #2199),
a sheetlet of nine different
se-tenant Rf5 stamps with the
stamp at the upper right
picturing an Atlantic puffin.
Issued February 12, 1997.

® Great Britain Prestige booklet
issued for Northern Ireland
July 26, 1994, There are no
puffin stamps in this booklet,
but the page of text opposite*
the pane listed as Scott N.I.
#66a contains a picture (in
color) of an Atlantic puffin
and allied text (shown below).

1. The towering chifs and craggy sea stacks on the west side
ot Rathhn isiand are home to many seabids. such as puttins,
Kithiwakes. razorbilis and guillemots

& the Grena-
dines "Birds
of the Sea"
sheetlet of
six different
se-tenant
$1.%0 stamps
with the
right margin
selvage pic-
turing the
head of a
horned puf-
fin. Issued
during 1997,
but not yet
listed by
Scott.

$1.1 $1.10 ;

e St. Vincent BIRDS OF THE SEA
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ODDS AND ENDS (Continued)

On March 13, 1998, Canada Post issued a colorful set of five "Birds of
Canada" prepaid postcards, one of which depicts the three Atlantic puffins
(macareux moine) from the design of Canada's 45-cent "puffins" definitive
stamp issued January 9, 1996 (shown on page 4 of the Fall 1996 LCCPQ).

The other four postcards in the set picture the Eastern screech owl, ruby-
throated hummingbird, great-crested flycatcher, and pileated woodpecker.
The postcard sets are available as item #98601 at Can$5.00 each from
Canada Post Corporation's National Philatelic Centre (75 St. Ninian
Street, Antigonish, Nova Scotia, B2G 2R8, Canada; telephone 1-800-565-4362
toll-free from the U.S. and Canada 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. EST, 902-863-6550 from
other countries, or Fax 902-863-6550). Canada Post Corporation's National
Philatelic Centre accepts VISA and MasterCard credit card orders for ease
of international transactions. At the time of this writing (June 1998),
the currency conversion rates were Can$l1.00 = U.S.$0.68 = G.B.£0.41.

Canada Post Corporation also is offering 100% cotton, short-sleeved
T-shirts with the multicolor picture of the three Atlantic puffins that
formed the design of Canada's 45-cent "puffins'" definitive stamp issued
January 9, 1996. The T-shirts are available in two sizes: item #97802
(youth large) at Can$12.95 each, or item #97801 (adult L) at Can$15.95
each, but there were not many left in stock when I inquired (June 1998).

News of L.C.C. Members

® Keith R. Spencer (#110) of Edmonton, Alberta, Canada was elected Presi-
dent of the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada at its 69th Annual General
Meeting in Calgary. Congratulations, Keith, for this prestigious honor!

e L.C.C. U.K. Representative Jon Aitchison (#167) presented two displays
at the September 27, 1997 meeting of the Channel Islands Specialists'
Society (C.I.S.S.) in London, England. Jon initially showed 'meglected"
areas of Channel Islands philately, including labels, cachets, advertising
cards, coupons, trading stamps, railway labels, and postal strike mail.

In a second session, Jon displayed stamps and mail from Jethou, including
a letter from 1849 and a 1929 letter from novelist Compton Mackenzie, who
moved from Herm Island to Jethou in 1923. Jon completed his displays with
a letter into Lihou and one from Chausey. Jon continued with his Channel
Islands displays at the C.I.S5.S.'s February 21, 1998 meeting in London
where he took part in the day's "post-1969" theme by showing the parcel
delivery labels of Alderney. He started with some experimental types and
went on to show artwork, sketches, proofs, errors, printers' waste along
with the issued labels for the Silver Jubilee, trains, ship wrecks, birds,
balloon post, and Aurigny issues. Jon then showed sketches and artwork
for the "Postal Markings' and "1980" proposed issues that were not adopted
and concluded with some Alderney sheets showing color separation trials.

e Sandy Fields (#030) is interested in corresponding with any collectors
who share topical/thematic interests similar to his. Sandy writes:

t would like to communicate with any collectors interested in
the topics of Charles Dickens and William Shakespeare on stamps.
| am also interested in hearing from topical collectors of
police and law enforcement in general and Interpol specifically.
The United States Peace Corps and similar agencies on stamps are
another topical interest of mine.

—Sanford W. Fields, 2802 Madison St. S.E., Albany, Oregon 97321, U.S.A.
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Lund_—y atﬂUCtion by Roger S. Cichorz

Puffin Stamps Third Postal Bid Sale (February 14, 1997)

The third Lundy auction conducted by Michael H. Bale (L.C.C. member #161)
under the name "Puffin Stamps" (P.0. Box 1, Ilfracombe, Devon, EX34 9BR,
England; telephone 01271-862857, Fax-01271-867161) was primarily a postal
history sale as 61.0 percent of the 539 lots consisted of covers. This
auction, which closed February 14, 1997, was one of the best-performing
Bale-conducted sales both in terms of the percentage of lots sold (316 of
539 lots, 58.6 percent) and the ratio of realizations to estimates (lots
that sold realized £7456.25 against a cumulative estimate of £5405.50—a
whopping 37.9 percent above estimate). The lots that sold totaled 60.9
percent of the total auction estimate, indicating that a higher percentage
of the better (more costly) lots attracted bids than did the cheaper lots.
A summary of this auction by lot categories is given in Table 1 below.

For purposes of monetary conversion, G.B.£1.00 = U.S.$1.62 on the date

of this auction's close.

TABLE 1. Summary of Puffin Stapps Third Lundy Sale (February 14, 1997).

Lots Offered Lots Sold
Category No. Estimates No. % Estimates Realizn's ZR:E*
1903-1922 covers 6 £ 370.00 4 66.7 £ 305.00 £ 340.00 111.5
1929-1939 covers 10 318.00 8 80.0 290.00 375.50 129.5

ACAS/LACAL covers 49 2053.00 32 65.3 939.00 1249.50 133.1
1940-1945 covers 25 1583.00 16 64.0 818.00 1178.00 144.0

1946~1949 covers 12 394.00 8 66.7 191.00 240.00 125.7
1950-1959 covers 40 815.00 26 65.0 635.00 939.50 148.0
1960-1969 covers 44 900.00 29 65.9 806.00 1327.50 164.7
1970~1979 covers 62 420.50 38 61.3 277.50 382.50 137.8
1980-1989 covers 53 300.00 25 47.2 129.50 155.50 120.1
1990-1996 covers 28 147.50 19 67.9 101.50 125.50 123.6
cover lots 329 £ 7301.00 205 62.3 £ 4492.50 £ 6313.50 140.5
bogus/fantasy 19 165.50 9 47.4 90.00 102.50 113.9
Christmas items 16 96.00 10 62.5 55.50 82.50 148.6
L.C.C. souvenirs 54 259.50 25 46.3 136.00 143.00 105.1
postcards 30 166.00 17 56.7 94.50 100.75 106.6
ephemera 23 277.00 15 65.2 162.00 176.00 108.6
philatelic 1lit. 15 214.50 14 93.3 208.00 322.00 154.8
nonphilatelic lit. 53 390.50 21 39.6 167.00 216.00 129.3
noncover lots 210 £ 1569.00 111 52.9 £ 913.00 £ 1142.75 125.2

total (all lots) 539 £ 8870.00 316 58.6 £ 5405.50 £ 7456.25 137.9
* ZR:E is the ratio of realizations to estimates for the sold lots.

This auction was a departure from all the previous Bale-conducted Lundy
auctions in that there were no stamps offered and the sale was centered
around a broad range of postal history lots. Most of the covers in this
sale were fresh (had not been previously offered at auction for years,
even decades, if at all) and many were one-of-a-kind offerings. Bidders
were quick to recognize this panoply, and as a consequence, went into a
frenzy for some of the choicer items. Many of the covers substantially
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LUNDY AT AUCTION (Continued)

exceeded estimates, often double or more than estimate (i.e., what the
auctioneer perceived to be a fair current market price).

In summary, the 205 of 329 (62.3 percent) cover lots that sold had a
cumulative estimate of £4492.50 or 61.5 percent of the cover category's
total estimate of £7301, which appears to indicate that a representative
selection of the material sold. However, one expensive lot that went
unsold (a cover franked with the LACAL "five-line'-overprint "Attantic"
error stamp, estimated at £550) skewed these statistics. If this cover is
ignored in the summary, then the cover lots that sold now represent 66.5
percent of the category's adjusted total estimate, indicating a higher
percentage of the better (more costly) lots sold than the cheaper lots.
This observation is better demonstrated by comparing the percent sold and
average cost of pre-1970 covers to those of post-1970 covers: 66.1% of
pre-1970 covers [representing 61.9% of their total estimate (or 67.7% of
the estimate adjusted for the unsold "Attantic' error cover)] sold for
£5650 against a cumulative estimate of £3984 (41.87% above estimate), while
only 57.3% of post-1969 covers (representing 58.67% of their total estimate)
sold for £663.50 against a cumulative estimate of £505.50 (30.5% above
estimate). A pre-1970 cover had an average (mean) cost of £45.93/$74.50,
but the average cost of a post-1969 cover was only £8.09/$13.13.

Furthermore, the cover lots that sold fetched a whopping 140.5 percent of
cumulative estimate. In my opinion, these superb realizations combined
with the high percentage of cover lots offered that sold demonstrate how
starved collectors are for the seldom-offered types of covers and their
willingness to pay for the choice exhibition-quality item. The market for
Lundy postal history has never been stronger than what was exemplified by
this sale! One case in point (but not the star performer in this auction
in terms of percentage of selling price over estimate) was a postally used
and properly franked 1969 '"APPEAL" acknowledgment card that sold for an
astronomical £975 against an estimate of £550—clearly the record auction
realization for a 20th Century Lundy cover!

As I am often told by those in the stamp business, prices are generally
determined by supply, demand, and condition, and this sale had more than
its share of worthwhile material. Among the G.P.O. "LUNDY ISLAND'"~post-
marked items, a G.B. KEVII 4d orange stamp with a superb, centrally struck
"MY 13 13" thimble fetched a remarkable £100 against an estimate of £50.
This stamp was discovered in a dealer's stock book by Jon Aitchison and
purchased by him for a pittance—see Winter 1990-1991 LCCPQ, page 7, for
an illustration and the story of its acquisition.

Some of the better pre-1960 covers (with £ estimate/f realization given
in parentheses after brief lot descriptions) included: a beautiful June
1936 Pitman-prepared paquebot cover carried on the maiden voyage of the
Queen Mary (£55/£110), a November 1, 1939 combined FDC for the three new
puffin stamps and set of five "1929-1939" overprint stamps (£110/£175),
an outward July 24, 1940 FDC for the "Red Cross'" ¥p and lp stamps with
the "AIR SERVICE.../SUSPENDED...'" cachet (£110/£190), an October 1942
inward cover from Appledore addressed to "C. F. Waghorn, Lundy South
Lighthouse" and franked with a pair of the diagonally overprinted "1929-
1939" 9p variety (£120/£145), an August 25, 1943 cover addressed to Felix
Gade on Lundy from the Lundy Philatelic Bureau in Kettering, Northants.
with a "IX Anniversary" %p overprint stamp on the reverse tied by the
scarce Bureau cancellation (£150/£240), an outward September 3, 1943 FDC
with a complete set of 12 of the "Wright Brothers biplane' overprint
stamps (£100/£160), and a C.T.O0. June 2, 1943 Coronation FDC with the
four "wrong color" error overprint stamps (£100/£165).
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LUNDY AT AUCTION (Continued)

I often have a chuckle while reading the lot descriptions in retrospect
after the auction is finished and the realizations are available. Here's
a case in point. The Newman Postal History... Catalogue records only two
known covers of the period 1950-56 with Barnstaple transit marks, so
(naturally) two successive lots in this sale were outward 1952 covers with
Barnstaple transit marks, both with dates different than those given by
Newman! These howling rarities were estimated at £20 each and sold for
£41 and £33, respectively. An outward 1951 cover with a complete set of
the "flying birds" definitives on back and a G.B. stamp on front tied by a
Bath, Somerset transit mark (an even more unusual franking than Barnstaple
for a Lundy cover of that period) sold for £75 against its estimate of £45.

Material in the "bogus and fantasy' category fared better than usual for

a Bale-conducted auction, perhaps because of the "postal history'" flavor
of some of the lots. The best item among these lots was a 1956 Lundy
outward cover with a 1951 "flying birds" 7p definitive with a bogus red
"Rotary International" overprint, which fetched £50 against an estimate

of £40. The only previous item of this sort offered by Michael sold for
£42 in 1992. The L.C.C. souvenirs fared as typical for a Bale-conducted
sale. However, the "Christmas-related" offerings were a big hit among
bidders, particularly the seven greetings cards sent by Felix Gade as most
of these fetched 25 to 40 percent over their estimates.

Postcard offerings in this sale were modest with the two most expensive
cards estimated at £10 each. Only one of these sold—an unused Sweetman
sepia photocard titled "9815 - The North Lighthouse' that realized £13.
Only one other postcard topped the £10 mark—an unused Sweetman sepia
photocard titled '9942 - The Marisco Castle' that realized £10.50 against
an estimate of £8.50.

Philatelic books and periodicals were hot items in this auction with 14
of the 15 lots selling for 54.8 percent over cumulative estimate. The
star performer was an original edition (bound) of Barry N. D. Chinchen's
A Catalogue of Lundy Stamps, which sold for £100 against an estimate of
£50. Nonphilatelic literature about Lundy did not fare nearly as well as
the philatelic literature, but there were two items of note in the
nonphilatelic category. A complete run (less the first issue) of John
Dyke's The Illustrated Lundy News and Landmark Journal realized £44
against an estimate of £40. An originmal 1969 Island Sale Brochure
prepared by Price, Ogden & Stubbs of Barnstaple, with three color photos
and full description of the property being sold, fetched a whopping £46
against an estimate of £25—a realization perhaps prompted by the fact
that the full proceeds for this itemwere donated by Michael to the Ilfra-
combe Museum "Lundy Room" Extension Fund (and thus a possible income-tax
"charitable contribution" write-off by the buyer).

I certainly enjoyed perusing the auction catalogue for this sale, with
its abundance of seldom-offered, interesting, esoteric, and unusual
postal history items. Certainly for me (a hardened Lundy postal history
collector and specialist) this particular sale was a more interesting
adventure than the usual Lundy stamp auction. I hope that Michael was
encouraged by the percentage of lots sold and the superb ratio of real-
izations to estimates and that he will continue to accumulate enough
material to conduct more of these "postal history" sales in the future!
If I can make one suggestion, Michael, please include more photograph
lots of covers in your next effort! [For the record, 21 of the 30 covers
(70 percent) illustrated in the February 14, 1997 sale catalogue sold,
realizing £2904 against a cumulative estimate of £2066, for a ratio of
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realizations to estimates of 140.6 percent, or almost exactly the 140.5
percent ratio experienced for all the covers that sold in this auction. ]

L.C.C. U.K. Chapter Club Auction (July 20, 1997)

The first Lundy auction conducted by Michael R. Thompson (L.C.C. #288) on
behalf of the U.K. Chapter took place July 20, 1997 at the U.K. Chapter's
Summer 97 meeting in Bideford, North Devon, England. This sale offered
150 lots with a total estimate of £1737.50, and 87 lots (58.0 percent)
having a cumulative estimate of £1054.00 (60.7 percent of the total sale
estimate) sold, realizing £1214.90—a respectable ratio of realizations
to estimates of 115.3 percent. A summary of this auction is given in
Table 1 below. (Note: G.B.£1.00 = U.S.$1.68 on the date of this sale.)
An additional four late lots not listed in the sale catalogue, indicated
as Z1 through 24 on the results sheet, were available to floor bidders
only and sold for £51.50. I included these lots in the summary because
Stanley Newman was kind enough to provide me with their descriptions.

TABLE 1. Summary of L.C.C. U.K. Chapter's First Auction (July 20, 1997).

Lots Offered Lots Sold
Category No. Estimatés No. % Estimates Realiz'ns ZR:E*
stamps 55 £ 823.50 39 70.9 £ 559.00 £ 633.70 113.4
presentation packs 3 19.00 1 33.3 9.00 8.00 88.9
covers 50 548,50 23 46.0 ., 300.00 342.10 114.0
postcards (used) 6 53.50 2 33.3 24.00 24,50 102.1
postcards (mint) 20 136.00 10 50.0 70.00 85.00 121.4
photographs 4 20.00 3 75.0 16.00 37.50 234.4
bogus and misc. 12 137.00 9 75.0 76.00 84.10 110.7
total (all lots) 150 £ 1737.50 87 53.0 £ 1054.00 £ 1214.90 115.3

* 7R:E is the ratio of realizations to estimates for the sold lots.

Auction catalogues for L.C.C. U.K. Chapter are automatically sent three
times a year to subscribers of The New Puffin Journal, the magazine of the
U.K. Chapter. Subscription rates for 1998 for The New Puffin Journal are
£10 for U.K. residents and $20 (airmail) to North America, from Stanley
Newman, 93 Montpelier Road, Brighton, East Sussex, BNl 3BD, England. The
L.C.C. U.K. Chapter's auctions are open to all L.C.C. members in good
standing (even though the catalogues are sent only to subscribers of The
New Puffin Journal), and the Auctioneer will accept all members' consign-
ments. For information about suitability of material and commission rates,
inquire: Michael R. Thompson, 77 St. Mark's Avenue, Northfleet, Gravesend,
Kent, DAll 9LN, England.

The July 20, 1997 auction featured low- to medium-priced lots, primarily
stamps and covers/postal history, but it did a nice job of including a
representative spectrum of material. Although there were few howling
rarities available, two stamp lots stood out for their performance: a used
LACAL %d with the 5-line overprint (Newman #18) with a portion of the
scarce "AIR/LACAL/POST" cancellation, which fetched a whopping £46 against
an estimate of £24, and a mint LH 1950 narrow-setting "BY AIR"-overprinted
12p stamp, which realized £19, double its estimate of £9.50. Other stamp
lots of note (with their £ estimate/f realization given in parentheses
following brief lots descriptions) included: mint 1936 ACAS "large map"
1/~ variety with full stop and missing dash (£26/£28), mint LH 1940 "Red
Cross" 6p (£40/£46), mint LH set of eight narrow-setting "BY AIR" overprint



L.C.C. PHEILATELIC QUARTERLY SPRING 1998 PAGE 15

LUNDY AT AUCTION (Continued)

stamps (£65/£68), mint 1969 red-surcharged "error" provisional (£25/£30),
and mint sheet of 1989 R.S.P.B. second printing (Newman #250C) (£16/£20).
The most expensive stamp lot in this sale, a mint 1967 imperforate se-
tenant block of four R.S.P.C.A. proof with huge margins, failed to attract
a bid at its estimate of £75.

The most expensive postal history lot in this sale was a Pitman-prepared
December 1935 inward flown cover from Plymouth franked with an ACAS !id
"tramticket" from roll 1l; estimated at £37.50, it sold for £46. The best
performer among the postal history lots was a Phillips-prepared 1937
inward flown registered cover from Newport franked with an ACAS %d "large
map' stamp; it fetched a whopping £28 against an estimate of £12. A 1955
registered cover from East Germany to Felix Gade with a Lundy 1954 airmail
1sp stamp on front realized £16 against an estimate of £12. The post-1955
covers generally fared poorly as only 10 of 30 sold for £76.50 against a
cumulative estimate of £73.50; however, the exception was a 1992 FDC for
the "Discovering Lundy" issue, which fetched double its estimate of £4.50.

A Sweetman "Landing Place & South Lighthouse" postcard, postally used in
1931 to England and franked with a Lundy %p definitive, realized only
£15.50 against an estimate of £19, but a modern Oldenburg postcard with
the ship's cachet and postally used to Scotland in 1992 sold for £9 against
an estimate of £5. The lots that attracted the most bidding among the mint
postcards were two Twiss Bros. Montagu cards that sold for £33 against a
cumulative estimate of £18; however, two other Twiss Bros. Montagu cards
only realized their cumulative estimate of £18. It is interesting to note
that four of the five postcard lots given estimates sold, but only five of
the 14 postcard lots having reserves (the only lots in this sale given
reserves) sold and all went right at the reserve price.

Three lots of photographs directly related to the Island (i.e., Montagu
wreck, mail plane, and Lundy views) fared remarkably well, realizing
£37.50—greater than double the cumulative estimate of £18. The photo-
graph lot that did not sell showed puffins. The best performing lot in
the "bogus, etc.' category was a mint sheetlet of three "Lundy Toy Post"
essays, which fetched £16 against an estimate of £9. The costliest lot
in this category was one of the four late lots that were not listed in
the catalogue—a color photocopy of John Dyke's original artwork for the
1997 St. Helena's Church 100th Year Anniversary issue (with denominations
different from the issued stamps), which sold for £40. Congratulations
go to the U.K. Chapter and Auctioneer Mike Thompson for this successful
first auction effort—hopefully the first of many!

L.C.C. U.K. Chapter Club Auction (November 29, 1987)

The second auction of the Lundy Collectors Club United Kingdom Chapter was
held November 29, 1997 in conjunction with the Chapter's Autumn Meeting in
London, England. This sale, conducted by Michael Thompson (L.C.C. #288),
offered 203 lots with a total estimate of £2903. A total of 128 lots
(63.1%) having a cumulative estimate of £1967 (67.6% of the total sale
estimate) sold, realizing £2086, for a respectable ratio of realizations
to estimates of 106.0 percent. A summary of this auction is given in
Table 1 at the top of the following page. (Note: G.B.£1.00 = U.S.$1.69
on the date of this sale.)

Compared to the initial U.K. Chapter sale, the November 29, 1997 auction
was more successful as more lots at a higher total sale estimate were
offered and its realizations exceeded the first sale by 72.0%. However,
the ratio of realizations to estimates was smaller than that of the first
sale (106.0% vs. 115.3%).
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TABLE 1. Summary of L.C.C. U.K. Chapter's Second Auction (Nov. 29, 1997).

lots Offered Lots Sold
Category No. Estimates No. % Estimates Realiz'ns ¥R:E*
stamps 66 £ 1407.00 42 63.6 £ 852.00 £ 880.10 104.4
presentation packs 11 77.50 6 54.5 48.00 41.00 85.4
covers 55 692.00 37 67.3 541.00 567.90 105.0
postcards (used) 19 228.50 15 78.9 196.50 212.40 108.1
postcards (mint) 16 104.00 8 50.0 54.50 48.00 88.1
ephemera 21 199.00 11 52.4 142,50 193.60 135.9
bogus and misc. 6 63.50 2 33.3 10.00 13.50 135.0
literature 9 136.50 7 77.8 122,50 129.50 105.7

total (all lots) 203 £ 2908.00 128 63.1 £ 1967.00 £ 2086.00 106.0
*7R:E is the ratio of realizations to estimates for the sold lots.

The November 29, 1997 auction was primarily comprised of low-priced items
as 133 of the 203 lots were estimated at £10 or less. However, the fact
that the 63.17 of the lots that sold in this auction represented 67.6% of
the total sale estimate inidcates that buyers concentrated on the more
expensive items. Indeed, this was the case as 51 of the 70 (72.9%) lots
estimated at greater than £10 sold.

Stamp lots sold right around estimates with only a few exceptions noted.
Foremost was the most expensive lot in the sale, a complete mint LH set of
eight 1940 "Red Cross' stamps, which realized only £175 against a modest
£200 estimate. On the other side of the ledger, the star stamp performer
was a mint NH doubly overprinted black "By Air" 8p provisional (Newman
#78Aa), which fetched £62 against its £40 estimate. Other good performers
(with estimates/realizations given in parentheses following brief descrip-
tions) included: a mint 1936 ACAS "flagstaff on town hall’ variety '"large
map" 1/~ (£28/£31), grossly misrouletted mint pair of LACAL 1938 red ld
airmail (£18/£22), mint 1969 red overprint "error'" provisional (£30/£36),
and mint LH 1972 blue overprint provisional (£75/£82).

Approximately two thirds of the cover lots sold, with the majority selling
for within £2 of their estimates. The star performer (in terms of the
percentage realized over estimate) was a January 18, 1993 cover to Kent
that was franked with a 1991 30p definitive and "00" meter mark with a
Newman type DS4 "DELAYED BY STORM" cachet and sent on the m.v. Islander
via Clovelly onward via Exeter during the refitting of the m.v. Oldenburg;
it sold for a whopping £21 against its modest £8 estimate. A 1965 card

to Monmouth (signed and sent by Felix Gade), franked with a 1965 1p on 3p
provisional, fetched £11 against an estimate of £6. Incidentally, a mint
example of the 1965 lp on 3p provisional (Newman #153) that was offered in
the stamp lots realized its £5 estimate, Two other good cover performers
were a 1935 Pitman-prepared flight cover to Bristol franked with an ACAS
%d tramticket and Lundy %p definitive, which sold for £46 against its £42
estimate, and a 1938 flown cover to the U.S. franked with an ACAS %d
violet "air view" tied by the scarce "AIR/L.A.C.A.L./POST" cancel, which
sold for £53 against its £50 estimate. A bulk lot comprised of a "good
selection" of 30 covers and cards, most of which are commercially used
items from 1953 to 1993, realized £52 against an estimate of £48.

Lots that I classified as "ephemera'" items showed mixed results as only
11 of 21 sold; however, five of the six ephemera lots that were estimated
at £10 or greater performed admirably. The star was an original painting
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of "Great Shutter Rock'" by John Dyke; it fetched a whopping £60 against

a modest estimate of £25. The artwork on A4 sheets for the set of three
1997 St. Helena's Church stamps, with values 25p, 3lp, and 39p (changed

for the issue), all signed by designer John Dyke, one of only three sets
produced, realized £52 against a conservative estimate of £40.

Used postcards were the best selling category with most of the inexpensive
items (less than £10 estimates) realizing right around their estimates.
The two best items in this category were hotly contested among bidders:

an Ingram Clark "H.M.S. Montagu on the Rocks at Lundy" postcard, postally
used with a KEVII %d definitive tied by a July 7, 1906 "LUNDY ISLAND"
thimble postmark and alongside an Instow squared-circle transit mark,

sold for £82 against an estimate of £60, and a flown R. L. Knight "Lundy
Aerial Photo' postcard, franked with »d "large map" and Lundy Y%p defini-
tive tied by respective September 2, 1936 type Cc and Bb cancellations

on the picture side, realized £34 against an estimate of £30.

Among the literature offerings, a 1969 original of Barry N. D. Chinchen's
A Catalogue of Lundy Stamps fetched a whopping £68 against an estimate of
£48. Disappointing for the consignor and a good purchase for the lucky
buyer, however, was a complete run of the first 15 issues (volume 1, num-
ber 1 through volume 3, number 3) of John Dyke's Illustrated Lundy News
and Landmark Journal, which sold for only £30 against a quite reasonable
estimate of £45.

Channel Island Stamp Company's Postal Bid Sales

Postal bid sale no. 152 conducted by the Channel Island Stamp Company
(C.1.5.C., 4 Havilland Street, St. Peter Port, Guernsey, Channel Islands,
telephone 01481-725560, fax 01481-711012), which closed July 31, 1997,
had twelve Lundy lots with a cumulative estimate of £307. Stamp lots
ranged from three lots of mint ACAS 1935 tramtickets (estimated from
£12.50 to £16 each) to one lot of mint 1942 "V + plane" overprint 2p and
3p values (estimated at £17.50). There were five postal history items,
ranging from a lovely Pitman-prepared outward flown cover of July 1935
franked with all three values of ACAS tramtickets (which sold for £145.50
against an estimate of £60) to an inward 1940 printed parcel address
label showing G.P.O. servicing from Swansea (which sold for £25 against
an estimate of £17.50). The best item in this sale—an outward May 1,
1936 plain FDC with a complete set of the ACAS 'large maps''—was very
conservatively estimated at £60 considering its valuation of £220/$330
in the Second (1993) Edition of Stanley Newman's Stamps of Lundy Island;
however, bidders recognized its value and it sold for £165.50.

C.I.S.C.'s postal bid sale no. 153, which closed August 29, 1997, offered
three Lundy lots: an unused Twiss Bros. Imprint No. 15 "H.M.S. Montagu
Ashore at Lundy" postcard estimated at £16, a Sweetman "South Lighthouse
and Landing Beach" postcard postally used to Cambridge in 1953 estimated
at £12.50, and a 1953 Coronation lot (consisting of a mint set, cacheted
C.T.O0. FDC, and mint %p stamp pane of 60) estimated at £10.

C.I1.S.C.'s postal bid sale no. 154, which closed September 30, 1997, had
eight Lundy lots at a cumulative estimate of £177.50. All eight lots
sold, realizing £238, or a hefty 34.1 percent over estimate, There were
two ACAS tramtickets, a small collection of 1929-1943 stamps on a printed
album page, and five postal history lots from 1930 to 1939. Perhaps the
best of the cover lots was a plain 1938 envelope from Germany (estimated
at £20) that was addressed to 'Captain Gade" and franked with three
Germany Hindenburg head definitives and a Lundy %p definitive.
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C.1.8.C.'s postal bid sale no. 155, which closed October 31, 1997, had
seven Lundy lots at a cumulative estimate of £111. There were three ACAS
tramtickets, an unused 1943 "IX Anniversary" '"mo dot on 'i' of 'Anni-
versary'" variety, and three postal history lots from 1930 to 1939.

C.1.5.C.'s postal bid sale no. 156, which closed November 28, 1997, had
six Lundy lots at a cumulative estimate of £151. There were two ACAS
tramtickets, two lots, respectively, of six LACAL airmail stmaps and two
"V + plane" stamps, and two postal history lots—a 1946 plain registered
cover from Holland (the best item in this sale in my opinion) that was
estimated at £35 and sold for £38, and a November 7, 1950 FDC for the Yp
"BY AIR" stamp with the "LUNDY AIR POST..." cachet, which was estimated
at £50. C.I1.S.C.'s postal bid sale no. 157, which closed December 31,
1997, had only two Lundy lots both estimated at £16~-an unused Twiss
Bros. Imprint No. 15 "H.M.S. Montagu Ashore at Lundy" postcard (probably
unsold from sale no. 153) and a mint ACAS %d tramticket (#05816).

C.I.5.C.'s postal bid sale no. 158, which closed January 30, 1998, had no
Lundy lots. C.I.S.C.'s postal bid sale no. 159, which closed March 2,
1958, included three Lundy lots—a mint ACAS 3d tramticket (#02413)
estimated at £12.50, two mint LH 1942 "V + plane" overprints (Newman #39a
and #40b) estimated at £12.50, and a November 7, 1950 "Resumption of Air
Service"~cacheted FDC for the narrow-setting ''BY AIR" lp stamp (probably
unsold from sale no. 156) estimated at £50 (too high in my opinion as

one in the Cinderella Stamp Club's October 18, 1997 auction sold for £26
against its £25 reserve). C.I.S.C.'s postal bid sale no. 160, which
closed March 31, 1998, offered three Lundy lots. Two damaged mint ACAS
tramtickets comprised a single lot at a discount estimate of £8, while

a mint NH 3d tramticket was estimated at £16. The third lot, an uncut
pair of "SPECIMEN"-overprinted 96p booklet covers, was estimated at £8.50.

Warwick & Warwick Ltd. Public Auction Sales

Public auction sale 449 of Warwick & Warwick Ltd. (Pageant House, Jury
Street, Warwick, CV34 4EW, England; telephone 01926-499031, fax 01926-
491906), which closed August 6, 1997, offered one Lundy lot. Estimated
at £20, the lot consisted of an inward 1930 postcard bearing Lundy %p and
1lp definitives and an outward 1948 postcard to England with Lundy %p, lp,
and 2p definitives; additionally, both cards had G.P.0. servicing.
Warwick & Warwick's public auction sale 450, which closed September 3,
1997, had three Lundy lots. Two of these were reofferings (realizing
£220 and £80 against respective estimates of £150 and £70) of the stamp
and FDC collections that were in Warwick & Warwick's July 2, 1997 sale
(see my Fall 1997 column, pages 19-20, for details). The third lot—a
stock book, including two ACAS tramtickets and "a substantial range
apparently substantially complete to 1994, many with covere'—fetched £85.
against an apparently modest estimate of £50.

There was one Lundy lot in Warwick & Warwick's public auction sale 454,
which closed December 3, 1997. It was described as a "stockbook contain-
ing a collection of unmounted mint stamps from 1930-1979, substantially
complete from 1954 onwards," and was given a modest estimate of £30.
Warwick & Warwick's public auction sale 455, which closed January 14,
1997, had three Lundy lots—an accumulation of 1930-1996 stamps, FDCs,
and presentation packs estimated at £90, a 1978 Gade souvenir sheet in
gray presentation folder mosestly estimated at £30, and both The Puffin
Island of Lundy and Gade's The Postal History of Lundy estimated at £5.
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Cinderella Stamp Club (London) Members' Auctions

All 16 Lundy lots in the Cinderella Stamp Club's members' auction held
April 19, 1997 (see my Fall 1997 column, page 18, for initial details)
sold, realizing £142.90 against estimates and reserves totaling £139.

The most expensive Lundy lot—an accumulation of 76 stamps from the first
issue with bogus '"SPECIMEN" overprints plus six more with bogus "1981
Royal Wedding" overprints—realized only £20 against an estimate of £40.
Most of the other lots sold at or near reserves or estimates, but a 1936
flown cover to Bristol realized £11 against an estimate of £5 and a 1972
RAF Museum cover realized £3.20 against its modest reserve of fl.

The Cinderella Stamp Club's members' auction held October 18, 1997 had

23 lots of Lundy material with cumulative estimates/reserves of £188.50
among its 1093-lot offering. Sixteen Lundy lots with estimates/reserves
of £127 sold for £147.50, or 15.5 percent above their estimates/reserves.
Nine vendors appeared to be involved with the consignments of the Lundy
material in this sale as the 23 lots appeared in small clusters scattered
throughout the catalogue.

There was no spectacular, exhibition-quality Lundy-related material in
this sale, but several of the Lyndy lots were respectable, most notably

a mint 1940 "Red Cross" k%p "Pnffin" variety, which sold for £41 against

a reserve of £35, and a November 7, 1950 "Resumption of Air Service'-
cacheted FDC for the narrow-setting "BY AIR" Y%p stamp, which realized £26
against a reserve of £25. The star Lundy performer in this auction was
an outward cover with '"Delayed by Storm" cachet via Cardiff to Flat Holm
where two Flat Holm labels were affixed and tied by a green cachet; it
fetched £8, twice its £4 reserve. A lot comprised of the three low-value
1940 "Red Cross'" stamps, described as mint but having minor stains, sold
for £18 against an estimate of £15.

Auction Odds and Ends

@ Sale 92 conducted by Philangles (Beech House, Wilderspool Causeway,
Warrington, Cheshire, WA4 6QP, England; telephone 01925-231151, fax
01925-232204) closed August 18, 1997 and offered two Lundy lots. One
lot, estimated at £45, consisted of 16 different mint NH blocks of four
including puffin stamps to 12p (presumably definitives, but the issue
year was not mentioned in the sketchy description) and the Churchill and
Shakespeare sets. A Phillips-prepared flown 1937 Coromation cover was
estimated at £30. As appears typical for Philangles auctions, the Lundy
lots seemed to me to be estimated way too high. Readers who have dealt
with this firm are invited to share their experiences with me.

e Ten Lundy lots were offered at a cumulative estimate of $455 in the
December 15, 1997 Postal Auction #37 of Glass Slipper Auctions (P.0. Box
270511, West Hartford, Connecticut 06127-0511, U.S.A.; telephone/fax 860~
521-6094, e-mail CTCind@aol.com). The Lundy material was not particularly
exceptional and ranged from a 1930 C.T.O. cover estimated at $10 to mint
NH examples of the three lowest values of the 1940 "Red Cross" issue
estimated at $60. I thought that all the estimates were too high, ranging
from about 72 to 110 percent of Newman catalogue values, For example, a
mint NH set of five of the "1929-1939" overprint issue was estimated at
875 (versus Newman $79.50) and an accumulation of 22 different mint LH
stamps (Newman #1-61) was estimated at $150 (versus Newman $206.50).

The one exception to the reliance of estimating closely to the Newman
valuations was a lot of 16 stamps, all mint NH but all with two punctures
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