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THE LURE OF LUNDY PART 2

By John E, Moas.

From March 1890 to 3lst.December 1927, the British Post Office
on Lundy operated in the normal way of any other sub-office on the
mainland, dealing with letter and parcel mails, Postal Orders, and,
presumably, Savings Bank Deposits! When this Postal Service was
withdrawn, it was left to the late Mr.Martin Coles Horman, the new
"King" of Lundy, to issue his own local stamps and to carry mail to
and from Instow in his own vessel ~ the LERIN. - and in the drawing
room~cunm~-Post Office, where for a short time, I helped the Postmastes,
there was displayed o full scale list of charges in puffin coinage;
both outgoing and incoming mails requiring the local stamps. Mr.
Harman also issued two copper coins benring his profile, and of P
and lp. values. Specimens of these coins are displayed at the Royal
Mint; the authorities there being very curious as to the legality of
such "Tokens" and who minted them!

Lundy is o very dangerous coast, and the rocks werc strown
with the wreckage of fine vessels -~ mony had been borpedoed in the
late war, when the islanders witnessed many tragic scenes in their
endeavours to rescue drovming saillors. German planes and bomb crews
were also stranded on the islond.

Mr. & Mrs.Gade and their daughter Mary are charming people,
and I enjoyed their hospitality, including that early morning cup of
tea brought to my room by Mr.Gode; and Mrs.Gade's breakfast dish of
stewed seaweed and eggs - probably Razorbill's - also Lobsters,

To-day, Lundy is easily reached from most of the Bristol
Channel Resorts by P. & A.Campbell's White Funnel Line Steamers, and
my subsequent visit there by this service, accompanied by my wife,
was a most enjoyable day's outing, climbing over the stone partition
walls, visiting the new Hotel, sending off my purfin mail and wieiting
the historic spots. Unfortunately, we didn't have time to visit the
vast caves, some of which are reported to be as large as the Albert
Hall in London, and were visited by the early Phoenecians in their
golleys from Tyre and Sidon.

For the naturalist, as for the stamp collector, Iundy is a
fascinating place, and much could be written about its unique features,
exhilarating climate and total lack of restrictions. The shrine to
the memory of John Horman V.C. who loved to talk uvo the bees, should
Ye visited. He lost his life in Burma, after deeds of grecat bravery
against the Japrnese, and it is reported that o the exact time of
his death, 2ll the bees departed from Iumdy, ar though his spirit
was calling them from the other world. He was a true son of Lundg,
and, although he preferred the quiet life and a peaceful one, he was
determined to finish off the Japs. It was indeed a privilege to mect
him and to talk with him as I returned to the mainlond.

B.P. .. LFFILIATION FEES -- CURRENTLY OPERATIVE

Societies having up to 50 members - 21/~ p.ea.
51 - 100 members . - 42/~ p.o.
Over 100 members - 63/ p.a.

This is your Society - let me know what YOU think
about affiliation. Actunlly, since Landy Stamps are Locals, and not
recognised by any standard British Catalogue, it is rother doubtful
whbther members would find the Expert Committee of much use; nor the
other advanteges. However, as I have said, it's up to you.

PACE 4 FOR THE REGISTER.
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