








THE PUTFFIN

Thc beauty of the island impressed mec at oncc. Wo walkoed up the
coast road surroundcd by wild flowers and bracken, 2long the woodced
vallcey, past Millcombe Hcuse and through an archcd gatcway to the
hotcl. Mr Geds introduced mc to Mrs. Brodribb who manages the hotel.
She s a most,Chﬁrmlﬁg ané helpful purson.

45 1is stated in-on: of thc island's publications "The Manor Farm
Hotcl is a. s1mnlp unprut ntiocus placc, but the food is gocd and
ample and the boCs arc comfortablce,

Tha Dmornlng fad numbor of us gathcrecd in the village Pstreect and
watchad vbtcrlngry.uurguon tcst the herd of black Galloway cattlc,

The 1ngenu1ty of the islondcers was dcecmonstrated by the contraption
thcy had made to Hold the cattle still during the operations,

In thc aftcrnoon I decidcd to walk to North Light, and as tca was
at four thirty I took the main track vhich is thce quickest routc,

This passcs the airficld, and beyond quartocr wall follows a linc of
granitc pillars past Tibbett's Housc and the wrceck of the German
Hireraft. Becyond thrcbquartur wall thc grassland sccnery changes to
barc granitc patehcd with brightly colourcd lichens and scorchcd
clumps of hcathor. Thc 1sland grows narrowcr and just as id scoms to
cnd there is a fligat of stups lcading down thc northcrn slopes which
in July were still covercd with sca pinks.,
‘ liorth Light stands on thc most northerly tip of the island, but
therc is a peth lceading round in froat of this., JAnother path at the
bettom of the steps lcads to morc stcps going right dowm to the sca,
the Trinity Housc landing plac: for North Light, From hcr: I could
scc 2 grcat cavern at the tip of the islend, and to my right kittcwake
gully cchoing with the crics of scabirds which scemcd quitc
unpcrturbuq ot ny prcescncc.

I was told that Saturdey cvecning in tho Tavern was a special o
OCC“SiOﬂ. Nearly cveryons on the island crowds in and a fince time
is had by 2ll. That cvening a Freach fishing vesscl was ncarby and
the captain and crcew come ashoro and cntertainced us,., Captain wlbert
sang songs ona in the cnd we all sang the French national enthom.: .
This would probably hove astoundcd ths Tishery protection authoritics
as the Frocnchmen had just becun fined for flshlng within British
Tcrritorial atcers, The bost part of the svening was when srthur, one
of thc islanders (I never found out his surname% sang somc Lundy songs
which hc had composed himsclf. Thc ones wc heard werc "Marisco™ and
“Te're bullding a concrete mountain to hold up the 01d Coast Road.”
They werc very amusing and clover.

I must say somcthing cbout the photographs I took, Therc arc nons
tokon boyond thriocquartcr wall becausc the Storcs ran otit of 120 film
bcerforc I could takc any therce. The first ninc on the list arc the best
but the othcrs arc not bad.

Ons afternoon Mr Gadc showed me his collcetion of covers which had
bcen sent to Lundy from all over the world. Therc was cven a SHUN.
first day cover scnt thorc. He said that there will be no new issuc
of stamps at thc monent, and that hc docs not want any morce coatchpenny
oncs likc thosc of thc vo.rtimv unnccecsarily surchargoé stamps which
gavs the island such o bad narc.

During myv visit uhu vater cituation was rathir despeoratc bocausc
rainfall is thc only sourcc. The rescrvoir was ncarly cmpty and
soveral of the ponds werc complotuly dry, I was surpriscd tc find
clcetricity on the island, It is supplicd by a 110 volt pctrol
driven goncrator. " -

The animal lifc on th: island must be mentioncd, Birds werc not
predoninant it was the wroag time of the ycar for them, and no
Puffins werc scin, but it wos possiblc to got very closc to the shecp,
Soays, Ponics, Dccr and Goets, The scals werce fricndly and performcé
at o safc distance 1ia the sca, Thelr ceric noises could be hcard a1l
roand thc coact.

There is so nuch morc I could writc, I have not montioned the light-
housc micn, Ficld Socicty Mcmbers at 014 Light, and thc other fricmds I
ne?c, but I hdpe this will givc you sonc ideca of what the island is
likec,

B.N.D.Chinchcn,
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