






































The tenders were as follows:

J.R.Hocking,
48 Irsha Street,
West Appledore. cen con .o £57

Fred W.Darke,
2 Elm Terrace,

Instow. .o £125
Wm.P.M.Dark e
Primrose Cottage,

Instow, .o ... £150

P rom the press-cutlings it seems that Mr W, P, M.Dark was
unaware that the refusal to renew his contract at a higher
subsidy was due to the receipt of a substantially lower tender.
The Post office were bound to accept the lowest tender
because even then the service to lL.undy was not a paying
proposition.

It seems that Mr Hocking's figure was accepted and a weekly
service by sailing boat continued, but in June 1912 a new contract
had been drawn up with the Bideford and Sristol Steamship
Company.

The Post Oflice was to pay them £75 per annum for the
carriage of mai! twice weekly. Once between Instow and Lundy,
and once between Bristol and Lundy. Accordingly, as noted in

the Post Cffice Circular for 11th June 1912, the postal address
of Lundy was allered from: Lundy Island, Instow, North Devon.
to : Lundy Island, Devon.

To assess the value of this new service Returns were taken.

1st Return for lelters and parcels for a week in 1912.

189 letters 16 parcels Instow to Lundy
139 letters 5 parcels Lundy to Instow

It was estimated that when the Bristol run was added, 92 letters
and 3 parcels going to Lundy would be speeded up, and 30

letters and 3 parcels to Bristol speeded up.

2nd Return for letters and parcels.

159 letters 13 parcels Instow to Lundy
30 letters 3 parcels Bristol to Lundy
47 letters 2 parcels Lundy to Instow
92 letters 3 parcels Lundy to Bristol

It is stated that there was no appreciable seasonal variation in
the quantity of mail.

On June 3rd 1912 S.S.Devonia was being used, but the
owner refused to carry food as this would have meant contravening
the "Common Carier's Act'". I wonder if this 'work to rule! was
provoked by the attitude of the Post Office to its contractor.
Whatever the reason it caused great consternation on the Island,
because a Mr Edward Birch, wrote to the G.P.O ending his
letter :-
would you kindly give this letter
your early attention, as we must have food if
we are permiited to live.















Many of the G.P.O. contracts were renegotiated when Mr
Martin Coles Harman bought the Island in 1925, but in this
vase Mr Harman took a direct interest in his affairs.

As you have read, in 1926 he expressed disatisfaction with
the G.P,0. maeail contract. It zppears that freedom from
obligation was his greatest desire. EHe was prepared to do his
best but did not want to make promises he could not keep.

Natuzally this did not fit in with Post Office regulations aimed
at the provision of regular and dependable services. Mr Harmeaen's
suggestions were unseliish and fair, but how could the Post Office
as a Government Department accept his conditions.

You have seen that the idea of special local stamps had been
put forward at this stage, and the the G.P.O. was helpful in
looking into the legality of this.

Both the Post Office and Mr Harman felt that the meetings
to sort out this problem were a waste of time but for different
reasons. One can be sympathetic with Mr Harman and his clash
with the Post Office and equally sympathetic with the Post Office
officials who were much inconvenienced by Mr Harman. The
clash was inevitable.

The G.P.O. sought a settlement throughout 1927, and made
enquiries about the quantity of mail handled. Meanwhile Mr Harman
was continuing to be responsible for the carriage of the mail on
a month by month basis. This uncertainty strained his relations
with the Post Office, the effects of which were felt for many years.

The returns taken will be found in the next pages.

At the end of the year the sub-postmaster, Mr Mien, applied
to the Post Office for another post. His annual salary had been
£16 16s. with 10/~ for filling in forms, and had to be supplemented
by other income which he could no longer obtain on Lundy.

The story from that time on is well known.

A surprising item was a batch of correspondence between the
Post Office and Universal Postal Union. These letters explain
themselves and are illustrated later,

In the light of Lundy's unique position as a local post in the
United Kingdom. One wonders if the question of becoming a
member of the U.P.U will ever be raised again. The enormous
increase in stamp sales that this would bring could enable the
Island not only to support itself but benefit the Natwnal Trust and
so preserve other places. unspoill for future generctions.
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Mrs Wade has a registered label with the 1893 type cancelation.
This has Lundy Island only and no date.










































LUNDY

‘A small, seif-contained world of utter
tranquillity,” Lundy Island lies across
the entrance to the Bristol Channel,
11 miles from the nearest mainiand.
Though only 3 miles long by } mile
wide and with less than a score of in-
habitants, some 30,000 visitors come
to the island each year, attracted by
its unspoilt natural beauty and the
many reminders of its romantic past.
This book, the result of 20 years’
intimate acquaintanceship with the
island, describes Lundy as it is today
and looks back over its eventful his-
tory from the days when it was suc-
cessively the haunt of Vikings, pirates,
Royalists and refugees from justice to
its latter-day acquisition by Martin
Coles Harman, the self-styled 'King of
Lundy’, who issued his own currency
and postage stamps and claimed the
island—now the property of the
National Trust—to be a ‘self-govern-
ing dominion of the British Empire’.
The geology and achaeology of the
island are examined, there are
accounts of its industries, land use,
communications, and religious his-
tory, and a dramatic chapter on the
many ships which have been wrecked
on its granite rocks. The curious legal
status of the island and its inhabitants
is discussed, and the valuable appen-
dices include details of all Lundy
stamp issues, as well as extensive
lists of the island's flora and fauna.

7153 4861 2 45s net
(£2.25)

"LUNDY", by Anthony and
Myrtle Langham is a book in the
Island series, published by DLavid
and Charles of Newton Abbot,
Devon at 45/-. It has 200 pages
olus 16 peges of ohotographs., There
is also e fold-out map, and there
are a number of neat illustrations
im the text.

This book is destined to become
a clessic on the subject of Lundy. It
is written in a pleasant, eesy-to-read
style and considerably extends one's
knowledge of the Island.

It does not do justice to the iirst
chapter to call it a guide to the Island,
but using this approach the euthors
have described everything likely to
interest the most inquisitive visitor.
The detail presented is such that it
seems to anticipate one's questions by
giving a wezalth of background and
historical information. It is not a
rehash of the "Official Guide",.

The geology, geography, history
and natural-history of Lundy is covered
in an equeally full and interesting menner
and most of the informeation was not
previously readily available,

A chapter giving an expert
interpretation of the results of
archeaeadogical iieldwork carried out on
the Islend in recent years was
contributed by the Archaeologist
Keith Gardner.

A third of the book consists of
Appendices, an extraordinary
arrangement at first sight, but it
makes the book a valuable work of
reference, These gpendices are:
Chronology, population, stamps,
The Lundy goli course, minerels,
Flora, Fauna and Marisco Castle,

Cf these the section on stamps
will be of major interest to readers
of the "Puffin". Before dissecting
this minutely I must say that I
consider the listing to be jarticularly
good.

In a number of cases the quantities of stemps issued which are
quoted dider irom those given in other publications, but so little
evidence on this subject is available that no one could presume to

challenge the list on this point.

It is interesting to see that the printing of the Red Cross issue
has been attributed to the Dalkeith Press. It zlways seemed possible

but I have never found proof.

There are small errors in the listing, but none of meajor importance.
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