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2Editorial

Dear Fellow members, 
At the time of writing this editorial I am awaiting definite 

news of the proposed decimal stamp issue in February.
(The Postal Strike has delayed the Puffin and new stamps as well).

Once again support for the Puffin by way of articles and 
information has been most encouraging. Mr Sherwood has provided 
some excellent articles as well as the covers and artwork. Mrs 
Wade has contributed a variety of interesting items and there is 
material from Tony Langham, George Ulrich, Fred Bloedow, 
Francis J. Field, David Perris, John Watson, and Harry Rooke. 
Larry Dodson should be congratulated on a useful index he has 
produced to previous issues of the Puffin.

Two leaflets are enclosed. One is from Mrs Wade who has 
agreed to act as Northern Area Secretary to arrange a meeting 
somewhere in the North of England. The other is a form from which 
it may be possible to build up a membership register which will 
in some way make up for the widespread geographical area served 
by the Society. If you feel that any of the questions on the form are 
an intrusion into privacy please do not feel offended, just ignore 
them. The idea behind it is purely to make correspondence between 
members easier. It is hoped to publish a membership register which 
includes a photograph and brief details of each member.

During 1971, and hopefully longer, I will be taking courses with 
the Open University. For those living outside the United Kingdom 
perhaps I should explain that this is a correspondence course linked 
with radio and television broadcasts, college lectures and tutorials 
which leads eventually to a university degree. The courses are 
intensive and take at least 20 hours each week. As it would be 
almost impossible to produce a "Puffin" as well I would have had 
to let things slide. Then Mr Sherwood volunteered to take over 
the Editorial and production work for Puffin 22. This is a 
considerable undertaking but I feel sure that the Society will 
benefit. I will remain Secretary so that continuity is maintained but 
please send all matters relating to the next issue of the Puffin to

The Hon.Editor: Bryan R. Sherwood, 
5 Ravensbury Court, 
Ringstead Road, 
Sutton, 
Surrey.

Articles and information desperately needed as usual.
I received a communication some time ago from an American 

who has a large accumulation of Lundy stamps - This includes 
hundreds of 3d. tramtickets, mint blocks of pre 1940 stamps and 
covers including the Red Cross Issue. He wishes to sell these as 
one lot, but not to a dealer. He wondered if the Society was 
interested and describes the lot as containing plenty for everyone. 
The price expected could be as high as £1000 and as I could not 
forsee us considering a price of this magnitude I have done no more 
about it. Has anyone ideas about this.

I hope that the "Puffin" will continue to have such excellent support. 
Yours sincerely,



3.Lundy News by Bryan R. Sherwood

Mr Gade the Island Agent made a sufficiently good recovery 
from his illness to return to the Island and eased himself back 
into his normal working routine.

During July anyone fishing off the coast would have caught more 
than they expected, for a freighter started dumping 10,000,000 
bananas into the Atlantic, as it passed the Island, these being 
undelivered due to the dock-strike which involved most of the 
country's ports.

As will be seen later in the Puffin August saw an addition to 
the publications on Lundy. This was the first issue of the Landmark 
Trust's quarterly publication the "Illustrated Lundy News". This 
new magazine is edited by Mr John Dyke whose work as a stamp 
designer must be well known to all Lundy collectors. Mr Dyke has 
been a very busy man of late, as apart from the "Lundy News" 
he has been occupied in the preparation of designs for the new 
decimal issue and working on the establishment of a Museum on 
Lundy.

The Lundyites have seen a variety of boats over the years but 
during September a strange object could be seen approaching. It 
was not a real boat but a land-rover wrapped in tarpaulin. This 
was part of an exercise by the R.E.M.E. who planned this 
method for the Trust to deliver the vehicle without having to dismantle 
it. Thanks to them the Island received this much needed vehicle.

September will also be remembered by Mr Edward Townsend 
and his colleagues, for it was in that month he fell while on duty at 
the North?Lighthouse and had to be carried down 100 steps and 
taken to a suitable place near Marisco castle where he was given 
emergency treatment prior to being flown to the North Devon 
infirmary by helicopter.

The Lundy Gannet shipped an unusual piece of cargo to the 
Island at the end of the month. It was a gift to the Island by the 
'Lundy group' of the Devon Federation of Women's Institutes to 
mark their 50th Anniversary. The gift was an eight foot long 
outdoor seat which will be placed half-way up the path from the 
landing-beach. It is expected that many visitors in future years will 
be grateful to the W.I. for this amenity.

For one visitor this month it was a return to old pastures. He 
was Mr Bob Bendall who with his family made a visit to the site 
of his former home. For four years he held the position of Farm 
Bailiff on Lundy.

Just as early September saw the arrival of a strange craft so 
did the first week in October. It was a 25 foot landing-craft which 
was being demonstrated to the Landmark Trust as an alternative 
form of transport. This 'Sea Truck' can carry in its flat bottom 
up to 26 passengers or a landrover, and still cruise at 20 m.p.h. 
It is also claimed by its makers to be able to ride the roughest 
weather and is virtually unsinkable.

Whilst the Trust were looking at methods of improving communication 
the Railway Board were aggrevating the situation on the mainland. 
Despite all efforts during the summer the plan to close the line 
between Barnstaple and Ilfracombe took effect on Saturday 3rd 
October when all 15 uneconomical miles went out of service. The
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farewell trip carried more than 400 enthusiasts. Now the only 
method of public transport is by Western National Bus.

There were not only changes in modern methods of transport. 
The triple-masted schooner "Kathleen and May", last of those 
that plied the Bristol Channel was moved to Appledore Quay where 
the Duke of Westminster's Maritime Trust are hoping to have 
restoration carried out.

In September the post of Secretary on Lundy was advertised 
and in November 21 year old Miss Julia Bassingthwaighte of 
Woolacombe took up the post.

Then Illness struck again. In November a doctor was flown 
to the Island to attend Mr Dyke who was later taken off by 
helicopter with the sea-going lifeboat standing by at halfway station. 
Mr Dyke has now recovered and returned to the Island. 
The second issue of the "Illustrated Lundy News" was delayed 
owing to Mr Dyke's illness. Some copies were despatched prior 
to the Postal Strike but many have had to wait.

Note: Page 20 1863 Circulation Map

This map reproduced from that in 
the G.P.O. records shows a line 
from Instow to Appledore. This in 
fact ran via Bideford.



Society Meeting
at ‘PHILYMPIA 1970’.

LUNDY SPECIALISTS" SOCIETY LUNCHEON
Hotel Eden - Harrington Gardens - S.W.7 19th September.

Those Present :
Brenda Pye
Mr & Mrs George Ulrich
Dr & Mrs John A.G.Watson
Brian E . Turnpenny 
Fred Bloedow 
Barry Chinchen

We met together very punctually in the foyer of the hotel where 
introductions were made and as we had half an hour to wait for 
lunch we adjourned to the Society of Genealogists where we were 
able to talk and look at stamps. Dr Watson showed us a superb 
enlargement of a polaroid photograph in colour, of the Marisco 
Tavern.

After an excellent lunch at the Hotel Eden we again retired 
to the Society of Genealogists sitting room. The meeting was 
informal and we looked at more stamps and discussed many 
interesting topics.

Mr Turnpenny suggested that our next meeting should be on 
Lundy and wondered if it would be possible to book up on Lundy 
for a party at Whitsun.

I (Mr Chinchen) mentioned the possibility of awarding honours 
to members who have shown outstanding interest in Lundy collecting. 
I also showed some articles to be included in this issue of the 
"Puffin". Mr Turnpenny proposed a vote of thanks .

At about 4p.m. (we hardly realised that it was so late) we 
decided that we had better go on to Philympia as this was one of 
the objects of arranging the meeting that day.

Dr and Mrs Watson left us and the rest of us crammed into 
Brenda Pye's car, and though the traffic was considerable that 
Saturday afternoon we were soon at Philympia where we said our 
goodbyes and went our own ways to explore the exhibition. It had 
been a thoroughly enjoyable day.

Mr Bloedow has presented the Society with a used set of the first 
five stamps on piece with cancellation dated 2 - May 1926.
on the understanding that if ever sold the proceeds go to the Society. 
These are available for reference by members.



5.Photograph taken at the Society Meeting 
in London on September 19th

1970.
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6New Members

Lasse Liwendahl
Runtunavagen
S-125 40
ALUSJO (near Stockholme)
Sweden.

R.S.Noise,
17 Lullington Garth,
Borhamwood,
Herts.

Leon W. Davis A.P.S.18175 
4191 Nottingham Way,
Hamilton Square, 
N.J. 08690
U.S.A.

Ian Scott Walker, 
Leigh House, 
30 Broadmark Lane, 
Rustington, 
Littlehampton, 
Sussex.

John Martin,
57 The Quay.
Minehead, 
Somerset

P.D.Atkins
134 Dudley Road, 
Plymton St. Marys, 
Plymouth, 
Devon.

Change of Address

M.W.Jones
42 Lynwood Drive, 
Worcester Park, 
Surrey.

A cover hand painted in Indian Ink lent by Mr Harding of 
Marshall Ashworth Stamps.
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INDEX

Compiled by

Larry Dodson

Puffin 1-20
1929 First Issue ½p & 1n; #3, 2; #4, 3, 4; #5, 3; #7, 3, 4; #9, 2; 

#11, 8; #12, 4, 8; #14, 3, 16-17, 27-28; #16, 3-5, 16, 32; 
#17, 54, 63.

1930 Second Issue 6p, 9p, & 12r; #3, 2; #4, 4; #5, 3; #11, 6;
#12,  4, 8; #14, 3; #15, 9-11,21-23, 32-34; #16, 3-5, 32;
#17,  55, 63.

1935 Tramtickets Airmail; #1, 3: #2, 3: #3, 1, 2; #9, 2; #14, 2, 
4, 12, 19-20; #15, 42; #16, 32; #17, 11, 21, 23-31, 63;
#18,  9-11, 37; #19, 4-5; #20, 35.

1936 Large Map Airmail; #1, 3; #3, 2; #9, 2; #15, 13-20, 53;
#16,  8-9, 14, 28, 32; #17, 11, 21-22, 63; #18, 13, 14;
#20,  43.

1937-1939 Airview Airmails; #1, 3; #2, 4; #3, 2; #9, 2; #11, 7;
#12,  4; #14, 6, 10, 12; #15, 4, 43, 53; #16, 14, 17, 28, 32;
#17,  11-13, 22, 63; #18, 15

1939 "1929-1939" Overprints; #9, 2; #12, 8; #14, 12; #15, 4;
#16,  32; #17, 58, 64; #18, 37, #19, 8.

1939 Intermediate Values 2p, 3p, & 4p; #5, 3; #14, 3, 9; #16, 22-23,
32, 35; #17, 64, 70.

1940 Red Cross Overprints; #5, 3; #9, 2; #14, 12, 13-15; #15, 4;
#16,  18-20, 32; #17, 64; #18, 16; #19, 9-10.

1942 V & Spitfire Overprints; #1, 3; #2, 4; #7, 4; #12, 4; #14, 12;
#15,  7-8; #16, 33; #17, 46-47, 64; #18, 17; #19, 19; #20, 24, 38-39.

1942 Tighearna Souvenir Sheet; #1, 2; #5, 3; #9, 2; #15, 4-6;
#16,  33; #17, 64: #18, 19, 21; #19, 19.

1943 9th Anniversary Overprints; #1, 3; #3, 2; #7, 4, #9, 2;
#12,  4; #14, 8-9, 12, 22-24; #15, 6; #16, 28, 33; #17, 13, 
20, 65; #18, 18.

1943 Provisional Overprints 1½p & 2½p; #1, 3; #2, 4; #9, 2;
#14, 12; #16, 33; #17, 20, 65.

1943 Wright Brothers Overprints; #5, 4: #9, 2; #12, 4; #14, 12;
#15,  35-37; #16, 33; #17, 20, 65; #18, 35, #19, 10, 20.
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1950-1953 BY AIR Overprints; #1, 3; #2, 4; #3, 2; #5, 3; #12, 4;
#15,  44-45; #16, 17, 25, 33, 35; #17, 35-40, 59, 66, 70;
#18,  8; #19, 19.

1951 8p on 12p Surcharges; #3, 2; #12, 4; #15, 44, 45; #16, 17, 
34, 35; #17, 35-40, 66, 70; #18, 27-28; #19, 19.

1951 Birds; #12, 8; #16, 33; #17, 53, 66, 70; #18, 23.

1953 Coronation; #1, 3; #3, 2; #4, 3; #12, 8; #14, 3, 27; #15, 2-3;
#16,  17, 34, 35; #17, 67, 70; #18, 29-31; #19, 19; #20, 36.

1954 Jubilee; #1, 3; #3, 3; #12, 5, 6, 8; #15, 46-49; #16, 10-13, 
34, 35; #17, 48, 53, 62, 67, 70; #18, 20-26, 37.

1954 Airmail Definitive; #15, 46-49; #16, 10-13, 34, 35; #17, 48, 
53, 62, 67, 70; #18, 20-26.

1955 Millenary; #1, 3; #2, 4; #3, 2; #12, 8; #14, 25-26; #16, 34, 35; 
#17, 53, 68, 70; #18, 20-26, 36.

1957 Definitives; #1, 4; #11, 8; #14, 3; #16, 34; #17, 68.

1961 Europa; #10, 1; #11, 2, 10; #12, 4, 8; #14, 7; #15, 44;
#16,  35; #17, 53, 68, 70; #18, 32-35; #20, 36.

1962 Anti-Malaria; #11, 10; #12, 5; #16, 35; #17, 53, 69, 70;
#20,  37.

1962 Europa; #11, 2-3, 11; #12, 8; #16, 35; #17, 53, 69, 70;
#18,  36.

1964 Shakespeare; #12, 3; #16, 35; #17, 53, 69, 70.

1965 1p on 3p Provisional; #13, 5; #16, 35; #17, 58, 69.

1965 Churchill; #13, 6; #16, 35; #17, 52, 69, 70.

1967 Save Sea-Birds From Oil; #17, 45, 69.

1969 1p on 9p Provisional; #19, 1, 20; #20, 30, 36.

1969 40th Anniversary; #19, 20; #20, 34.

Index to The Puffin Part 2

Airplanes & Lundy; #1, 4; #2, 2; #6, 3; #17, 41-42, 51, 59-60.

Boats & Lundy; #1, 4; #2, 2; #5, 5; #6, 3; #10, 2; #17, 3-5, 
44, 48, 62; #20, 6-14, 23, 42.

Bogus Lundy Issues
AGENCy; #15, 40.
Churchill; #17, 32.
D.D.T; #14, 11; #15, 39.
Egypt for the Derby; #18, 39.
Europe; #14, 11; #15, 38-40; #17, 32.
EXPO-67; #17, 33.
Happy Christmas; #18, 39.
Hilbre; #19 21.
Imperforates; #15, 25-31; #16, 15; #17, 32; #18, 39; #19, 21.
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Bogus Lundy Issues (Continued)
Independence; #16, 16.
Kennedy; #16, 15; #17, 32; #18, 39.
Liberation; #14, 11.
Rotary; #3, 2; #14, 11; #16, 6-7.
Save the Sea Birds; #17, 33.
Specimen; #16, 16
This Overprint is Bogus; #17, 33.
Vive Quebec Libre; #17, 51; #18, 39; #20, 21.
10th Anniversary; #17, 51; #18, 35.

Cancellations; #1, 2; #3, 2, 5-6; #4, 2; #5, 2; #6, 4; #7, 4;
# 9, 2; #10, 2; #11, 4, 9; #12, 4; #13, 1-4; #15, 43-52;
# 16, 3-5, 15, 26-27, 28; #17, 5, 11-13, 14-19, 20, 56-57, 
62; #18, 7, 12, 37; #19, 3, 11-17; #20, 3-5, 18.

Coins; #2, 2; #6, 2; #12, 7, 9-25; #14, 5, 9; #15, 41.

Essays; #1, 3; #7, 4; #15, 24; #16, 29; #17, 50; #19, 18.

First Day Covers; #2, 4; #4, 2; #12, 3, 4; #14, 9; #15, 43; #16, 18;
# 17, 11-13, 16, 17, 18, 45, 58, 59; #18, 16; #19, 15, 18;
# 20, 30.

Flora, Fauna, and Minerals of Lundy; #1, 2; #2, 3; #4, 2, 4;
# 5, 1, 4; #6, 2; #8, 4; #11, 5, 8; #20, 40-41.

General Interest; #1, 2; #2, 2; #5, 4, 5-6; #6, 2, 3; #7, 2;
# 8, 3-4; #17, 41-42, 50-51; #18, 14; #20, 26-27, 28-30.

History of Lundy; #1, 2; #2, 3; #5, 1, 5-6; #6, 2; #7, 2; #12, 9-25;
# 18, 4-5, 14; #19, 2-3; #20, 15.

Publications; #1, 1; #5, 4; #7, 1, 3; #8, 2; #9, 1; #10, 1; #15, 1;
# 16, 1; #17, 23, 34, 43; #18, 2, 39; #20, 31-33.

Postal History; #2, 2; #3, 2, 3; #4, 2; #5, 3; #6, 3; #10, 2;
# 11, 4, 8, 9; #12, 8; #16, 3-5; #17, 2, 10, 13; #18, 3;
# 19, 9; #20, 3-22.

I am in the process of making facsimile copies of Puffins 1 - 10. 
These will cost 2/- each because so few are being run off. A 
few people have requested these to complete their set - they are 
disappointing being two sheets of poor duplicating.

Numbers 1, 2 and 3 are ready at the moment.

Barry Chinchen
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Lundi Ey
Origin of a Name.

by Bryan R. Sherwood.

The three puffin value of the 1955 Millenary issue depicts Erik 
Bloodaxe, King of Northumbria, son of Harold Fairhair. This was 
perhaps a fitting choice for a commemorative issue for the year 954 
AD marked the death of this tyrannical ruler and the decline of the 
Norse occupation of England.

Archaeological evidence has shown that various groups of 
Norsemen, probably including the Viking King Hubba, used the island 
for refuge when crossing the Bristol Channel from Wales to attack 
the North Devon and Somerset Coast.

The island known to the Romans, according to some authorities, 
as 'Herculea' has since the time of recorded history been called by 
its present name though modified in spelling. Apart from the occasional 
reference to it by other titles such as 'Inyswyre' (Isle of Hay), the 
only other to last any great time has been 'Ely' and its derivatives.

The name Ely may be found in the 'Pipe Polls' from 1204 to 
1209 and it has been suggested that this be an abbreviation of 'Eliensis' 
meaning of St. Elen, the name by which the first chapel was known. 
The question of the origin of this name is also open to speculation. 
It is thought to refer to Elen wife of the King of Britain Maxim 
Wledig who died in 388 A.D. Alternatively it could be from Elena 
a derivation used first in England by the Northumbrian ecclesiastical 
poet Cynewulf in connection with St. Helena ,wife of the Emperor 
Constantine.

The name Lundy was used prior to this time and up to the present. 
Its origination whilst speculative can be advanced with more conviction. 
The name shows a Teutonic origin i.e. Viking and not of the Celts 
of Britain and Ireland, It is probable therefore that it is a derivation 
of the two words Lundi - Puffin and Ey - Island. This may be 
borne out by reference to other island names. Lundi has also 
survived to this day in the Faroes dialect and is still the common name 
for a Puffin.
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Listed below in chronological order are some of the variations 
that may be found in contemporary records.

Heculea Roman era
1139 Lundey Orkneyingasaga
1148 Lundeyar Orkneyingasaga
1199 Lundeia Rotuli Chartarum
1204 Ely Pipe Rolls
1205 Elye Pipe Rolls
1206 Eli Pipe Rolls
1208 Ely Pipe Rolls
1209 Ely Pipe Rolls
1281 Lunday Cal. of Charter Rolls
1321 Lunday Assize Rolls
1322 Londay Cal. of Inquisitions Miscellaneous
1326 Lounday Cal. of Fine Rolls.
1350 Londay Cal. of Inquisitions Post Mortem
1353 Loundey - Lundey Reg.of Diocese of Exeter
1385 Londay Fleet of Fines

Lundy in one form or another it has predominantly been named 
and Lundy, the Isle of Puffins, it remains to this day.

PUZZLE: The red airline stamp partly covers the pale green 
Lundy canceller and a fainter blue airline cancellation. The 
original airline stamp was possibly removed, but how could a 
replacement get another strike of the L.A.C.A.L. canceller.
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People Past and Present

William Fynnes
VISCOUNT & BARON SAYE AND SELE

Plate IV
William Fiennes, 1st Viscount and 8th Baron Saye and Sele, a leader of opposition 

to Charles I.

Stanley Smith (who used to live on Lundy and run the Marisco Tavern) 
and now lives at "Lundy Villa", St.James Place, Ilfracombe, does a 
little printing at the ''Half Puffin Press". His latest production is a 
beautiful little sheet of words of "The Hartland Song".

THE HARTLAND SONG

This delightful ballad was introduced to Lundy by 
the Agent, F.W.Gade on his return to the Island 
from Hartland in 1949; thereon becoming known 
as The Hartland Song. Although often included in 
the folk songs of various counties, the Lundyites 
have lovingly adopted it, and one who has been 
privileged to hear Mr. Gade sing it so expressively 
in the snug atmosphere of the Marisco Tavern will 
rightly understand why.
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The Lundy Flag .

by David Perris

Current flag

The Isle of Lundy does not have a national flag or emblem. 
There was however a flag which was flown when the Lord 
of the Manor of Lundy, or any member of his family was in 
residence on the Island. This flag was last flown with the 
Union Jack on September 28th 1969 on the occasion of the 
handing over of Lundy to the National Trust. This current 
Lundy flag dates from the early 1900's.

At the end of the War in 1945 the Icelandic Flag was used 
for a while, this being found in the Hotel loft in August 1968 
by Mr.A Langham co-author of the book "Lundy".

The flag which was in use before the War is thought to have 
beenconstructed by the Admiralty Signal Station Staff though 
this is not certain.

Another design was 
prepared but never used. 
It depicted a puffin (facing 
right) on a white ground. 
The outer edge of the flag 
was a thin band of blue 
inside which was a band 
of red.

Prewar flag

Unfortunately information regarding who designed these flags 
and when they first flew is still unknown although I have 
made a number of enquiries.

key:
Blue Red

Icelandic flag Unadopted design
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The 
Lundy 
Field Society.

The Lundy Field Society was born at Exeter on May 29th 1946, 
when seventeen founder members met and decided to form a 
Society to study and protect the flora and fauna of Lundy.

Among those members were Martin Coles Harman, the 
then owner of Lundy who was a keen naturalist, and L.A.Harvey 
who was later to become Professor of Zoology at Exeter University.

The Second World War had been over for only a year and 
the Society was started in a period of great difficulties when food was 
still rationed and materials such as timber and coal could be obtained 
only on permit. Despite these difficulties the Old Light was converted 
into an Island base and the Society began its work. We were blessed 
with an enthusiastic committee and with the support of Mr Harman 
were soon able to attract a succession of notable ornithologists as 
wardens. Because Lundy was one of the first of the new generation 
of Observatories we were able to attract wide interest with our 
findings and Annual Reports.

Soon after the death of Martin Harman in 1954 the Society 
passed into a period of difficulties. Expenses began to rise faster 
than income and it became obvious that certain major repairs were 
necessary to maintain and improve the Old Light.

Although the Society struggled on for some years, the 
position was reached in 1967 when we were without resources to 
appoint a Warden or make repairs and it was necessary to relinquish 
our tenancy of the Old Light buildings.

Freed from these financial burdens we were able to set about 
the restructuring of the Society and although we were forced to rely 
on visitors for reports of fieldwork, the range and quality of our 
work actually improved. It was hoped that eventually we might be 
given accomodation on Lundy again and Mr Albion Harman was 
sympathetic in this, but his untimely death in 1968 made the possibility 
of such a reinstatement more difficult.
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In 1969 the island passed to the National Trust and was 
leased by the Landmark Trust. The Lundy Field Society warmly 
welcomed the interest of the new owners and I was very happy to 
report at our Annual General Meeting in March 1970 that the 
Chairman of the Landmark Trust, Mr John Smith, had most 
generously offered to instal and emply as a Landmark Trust employee, 
a Warden who will be resident in the Old Light.

It seems that the Society is now poised for a fresh advance 
because although ornithology will continue to occupy a prime place in 
our interests, Lundy offers such unique opportunities in other fields. 
The Geology and Flora have for long been recognised as having 
special features and more recently archaeology, underwater investigations, 
glaciology and the study of caves on Lundy have interested our members. 
Many rockclimbs have been investigated and recorded, and the Field 
Society now embraces many and varied interests.

The coordination of fieldwork undertaken on Lundy has long 
been the privilege of the Society and with the growing awareness of 
the value of habitat, it becomes more important than ever that 
visitors undertaking work should contact us and give us a record 
of any material taken from the island.

As we complete our first quarter-Century and look 
forward to the next, I am sure our first President, Martin Coles 
Harman, would have been proud for us to share his motto for the 
Island: "Lundy Lights and Leads".

A.F.Langham 
Hon. Secretary 
Lundy Field Society.

If readers have any questions or would like further information 
about the Lundy Field Society, would they kindly contact the Hon. 
Secretary at 1 Furzefield Road, Reigate, Surrey.

MR L. PITMAN

In answer to a question posed by Mr John Rathbone in Puffin 20, 
Francis J.Field writes "I was in constant touch with Mr L. Pitman 
in the 1930s. He was keenly interested in postal history covers and 
as a personal hobby only, he arranged for various combination transit 
covers, such as sea and air by special flights or maiden voyages and 
covers from Island to Island, and also covers autographed by pilots, 
Sea Captains etc.

All his material was absolutely genuine and original, and organised 
purely for his own interest and collection. "
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Change of Cancellers

It appears, though it is by no means certain, that two rubber 
cancellers were prepared for use on the 40th Anniversary Issue. 
They differ only in the size of the date. Everyone remarks on 
the unsatisfactory design of these and good impressions must be 
of considerable rarity. In spite of this they remained in use until 
July although the metal canceller used until November 1969 was 
used from time to time. This canceller is now back in use.

Also in July I noticed a new Delayed by storm canceller.

Red Overprint 
as on 1969 provisional 

One Puffin

This stamp is available only from Sanders the Philatelists 
of 7 Commercial Road Southampton. None were sold from Lundy 
itself.

It appears that this is what happened. Sanders wrote to Mr 
Gade for a quantity of the black overprints and he, not wishing to 
deplete his stocks asked them to write direct to Atlantic Coast 
Studios for further supplies. As John Dyke was away at the 
time his printer reprinted the stamps using the ink already on 
the machine. - which happened to be red.

Sanders received 520 copies of the stamp which were put 
on sale some weeks after Mr Gade had informed me of this 
error which had displeased him.

The stamps were printed in panes of 30 with margins removed 
for ease of printing.
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North Devon and Lundy Local Post.

by Bryan R. Sherwood

O
ne of the chief causes of concern for any isolated community 
must be that of communications. This must have been the 
case of the residents of Lundy, especially in the mid-nineteenth 

century, for at this time the Island was passing through a 
period of prosperity. The increase in population due to the 
development of various commercial enterprises and the interests 
of Lloyds and Trinity House coupled with the rapid advances 
made on the mainland gave rise to the growth of many complex 
arrangements .

Chief amongst the mainland improvements was the expansion 
by the G.P.O. of the mail coach system and their cooperation 
with the various railway companies and packet boats. It is my 
intention here to do little more than outline some of the major 
developments in communications related to the facilities provided 
by the Island and its agents from the time of Mr. W . H . Heaven's 
occupation to the end of the century.

The situation prior to Mr Heaven's ownership in 1834 was 
far from ideal. (See Map Fig.1.) The first mail coach
through Exeter and Oakhampton had come into operation and a 
limited facility was available for the transportation of mail by 
horse to Barnstaple and Bideford. Around the time that Mr 
Heaven purchased Lundy the coach service to Ilfracombe 
via Bampton and Barnstaple started. The Mail used these 
routes for several years with minor variations. Shipping to 
the Island was still governed by the good offices of the local 
fishermen.
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The first significant improvement came in the 1840's with 
the opening of a sub-post office at Clovelly and covers 

sent about this time show that Lundy mail normally went via 
this Office. Mr. Heaven owned a boat, "Lady of the Isle", 
which was used on occasions for the transport of cargo and 
mail, but still no regular service existed.

The coming of the Trinity House settlement in the 1850's 
made regular services essential and in the latter half of that 
decade the lighthouse tender "Ranger" was making fairly 
regular Friday crossings from Clovelly. The circulation map 
of the G.P.O. for 1863 shows that great strides were being 
made on the mainland. (see Map. Fig. 2.) The Post 
Office contracted the Great Western and North Devon Railways 
to carry mails to Bideford and surrounding Post Offices. This 
year also saw the formation of the first Granite Company on 
Lundy. With this came an irregular second link in the form of 
their boat "Vanderbyl" used for shipping the granite to Fremington 
Quay. This unfortunately did not last for long and by the end 
of the decade the Company had gone into liquidation.

At this time the Island was visited by coasters every ten 
days or so for the collection of fish for the London markets. 
Many companies on the coast of North Devon and South Wales 
started shipping day-visitors to the Island. This must have 
been a great asset to the Island not only for assisting in the 
shipping of mail and cargo but also the landing-fees must have 
helped the general economy.

The early 1870's saw the introduction of a new cutter, the 
"Chase", running from Instow , captained by Mr. Dark, formerly 
an employee of the Granite Company. This he later replaced 
with a tug "The Advance". Captain Dark and the White Funnel 
Fleet of Messrs. Campbell were making fairly regular visits to 
the Island at this time. In 1876 about one million vessels were 
passing Lundy and a group of Cardiff shipowners were 
contemplating operating a telegraph link to the Island for information 
on movements and ships sheltering in the "Lundy Roads". 
They, Trinity House, Lloyds (who built and operated the signal 
station) and the tenant farmer of the Island, put pressure on 
the G.P.O. to open a sub-Post Office on the Island. Despite 
this the Post Office refused on the grounds of economics and 
the reports of their surveyors who doubted the feasibility of it. 
The outcome was that the independent Lundy Cable Co., came 
into being, sponsored by the ship owners and operated by a 
Lloyds signalman, and in 1884 the cable from Lundy to 
Hartland point was inaugurated. Within a few years of its 
opening it broke several times and was abandoned. During 
this time however the G.P.O. relented and arranged for a 
Cardiff tug owner to ship the mail weekly to the Island, with 
the promise of opening a Sub-office shortly. This started in 
March 1887.

Unfortunately the tug owner did not put this service high 
on his list of priorities and would keep mail on board for 
several days whilst towing or fishing. The service had a bad 
name, Lloyds and Trinity House objected and the individuals 
reverted to despatching the mail by private means.
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Within a year the contract was terminated and Captain 
Dark was offered the contract and one of the Islanders a 
Mr Wright was appointed Postmaster. This service operated 
for a short time from Cardiff but was almost immediately 
transferred to Instow.

A year later the G.P.O. opened a telegraph link from 
Lundy to Croyde Bay on the North Devon Coast which was 
later linked to the telephone system.

By the end of the century the Island had passed from an 
isolated community to a position of being relatively well serviced 
with regular system of postal and telegraphic communications.

Circulation maps are included by courtesy of the Records 
Dept. of the General Post Office who also supplied some 
of the other background information.

Circulation 1870’s
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Printing of 
the First 
Definitives 
1929.

MANN SINGLE COLOUR ROTARY OFFSET MACHINE.

During the early period of Mr Harman's ownership he 
refused to sanction the appointment of a postmaster for the 
G.P.O. service on the Island and for a short time carried 
the mail to and fro without remuneration. During the year 
1929 he decided to institute his own postal service to defray 
the cost of shipping mail.

It is well known that when he minted his own coins the 
Crown Agents and High Court intervened, but the issue of 
local labels could not be faulted by the British Government 
and were allowed to continue.

Mr. Harman approached Messrs. Bradbury Wilkinson
& Co. Ltd., of New Malsen, Surrey, who had a high 
reputation for quality printing which they maintain to this day. 
Bradburys had been printing stamps since 1876 but generally 
speaking these only formed a very small proportion of their 
production which was devoted to banknotes, bonds, share- 
certificates and the like. It is difficult to give an actual proportion 
for the 1929 period but it could not have taken up more than 
5% of their total output.

Quite why it was decided to print the Lundy stamps by 
lithography is not clear. It was probably one of cost and 
availablity of equipment. Bradburys can however take some 
credit for although no records exist they were probably the 
pioneering firm in using this method of printing.

Mr Harman obviously briefed the firm as to his requirements, 
but no information survives as to this. It seems likely that he 
indicated the basic theme for the designs and an unrecorded 
artist embellished it and submitted designs for his approval.

It may be some help before we go on to discuss the 
production method to take a brief look at the lithographic process 
and understand how it works in principle.
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The founder of the process was a Bohemian artist,Aldous 
Senefelder, who developed a technique for the production of 
a print from a flat surface. In the simplest of terms he found 
that you could draw an image in a greasy medium on a grease- 
free surface and provided the surface was kept moist during 
the inking up, the ink would only adhere to that image. The 

print could be taken by placing paper in contact with this 
surface and applying pressure. This process is still used 
today by artist printmakers. but has disadvantages which were 
overcome in adapting to commercial methods.

The best grese-free surface was a form of calcarious 
stone (limestone). This if it is to be of suitable size for printing 
needs to be several inches thick and not easily portable. It was 
therefore succeeded by sheet zinc with a grained surface. This 
being flexible may be strapped round a cylinder on the press 
making for faster printing. The stone held its own and was 
used for all the imtermediary work as it would accept transfers 
better and unlike the zinc allowed a certain amount of correction, 
The second disadvantage of the original method is that it prints 
from direct contact, therefore the resulting image is in reverse - 
Ideal for the transfers but not so good for the production of 

plates &c. This was overcome by the development of the
offset press, which as its name implies, transfers the image from 

plate to paper via an intermediary cylinder covered with a 
rubber blanket.

Let us now look at the process as it was for the production 
of the 1929 issue. This operation may, for convenience, be 
divided into three parts: Making the masters; building up a 
sheet; and printing the edition.

The artist's original drawing has first to be reproduced 
on a sheet of highly polished copper. To do this a tracing is 

made and the key lines etched in to the surface. This image 
is only a guide to the engraver and forms no part of the 
finished design. The engraver, using a short, highly tempered 
steel rod of either square or lozenge shape named a burin, 
incises the plate line by line where he requires the image to 
be. The result of this work is a plate which may be printed 
on a "Copper Plate" or "Etching" press.

Five prints are made from this plate. This is done by 
first warming it and spreading ink on to the surface, pushing 
it into the engraved lines. The plate is then wiped to remove 
superfluous ink from the surface. The plate is placed on the 
press with a sheet of Litho Transfer Paper, and pressure is 
applied so producing a print by capillary attraction. These 

prints are laterally reversed. It is at this stage, due to the 
minute differences in wiping and taking these prints, that the 
constant transfer varieties occurred. These variations have 
been so well documented as to require no further listing.

A litho-stone is damped and the five prints are laid down 
in register in a horizontal row. These are damped and run 
through the press several times. The transfer paper is such 
that the backing will come off with the moisture and the 
surface coating disintegrates leaving the ink image intact on the 
stone.



24

So the first step has been taken in making up the sheet. 
As the stone has now a strip of five prints on it this is in 
turn inked up as a lithograph and a set of new transfer 
prints taken. These are put down in register, this time on to 
the zinc plate, in four blocks each six deep. This with the 
addition of the printer’s imprint under each block makes up 
the final printing plate. So by this slow and arduous method 
the two plates were made and then processed ready for printing.

The press Bradburys used was a hand-fed rotary offset 
manufactured by G.Mann & Co. of London (Now Crabtree 
Mann & Co.). This press was originally introduced in 1908 
and was a great success. Despite being hand fed the plate was 
damped and inked automatically. It had good rolling power 
so that a good supply of ink could be maintained even at speed. 
Its printing speed, hand fed, by an experienced operator was 
somewhere in the region of 2000 sheets per hour. This means 
the actual printing time for the 500,000 stamps of each denomination 
must have been printed in a short space of time. Theoretically 
500,000 stamps - 4167 sheets at 2000 per hour - is a little 
over two hours.

The high values issued in 1930 were printed by the same 
method, again only one plate being used for each value. This 
second set must have been amongst the last printed using this 
technique as early in 1927 Bradburys had installed a step and 
repeat machine for printing an image on to a photosensitive 
plate successively in register. This was used on the 1929- 
1939 overprints. So with the introduction of this machine came 
the end of an era in litho stamp production. The engraver and 
skilled staff of transfer men being replaced by advancement in 
the photographic and allied trades.

I would like to acknowledge the help and assistance of the 
Manager and Staff of the "Stamp Production Department" 
of Messrs. Bradbury Wilkinson & Co. Ltd. and St. Brides 
Printing Library for their cooperation in providing much of 
the background information for this article.

Editors Note: Mr George Ulrich has a set of the lithotransfers 
in his collection and imperforates of this issue. A stencil was 
made of the reversed transfers when he brought them to England.
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Summary;
i) ORIGINAL DESIGN

ENGRAVED ON COPPER

ii) PRINTED ON A 
COPPER PLATE 
PRESS FIVE TIMES

iii) MAKING REVERSED 
TRANSFERS

iv) PUT ONTO STONE 
IN REGISTER

v) STONE PROCESSED
& NEW TRANSFERS 
LITHO' PRINTED

vi) TRANSFERS AGAIN 
PUT DOWN THIS 
TIME ONTO A ZINC 
PLATE TO MAKE 
UP THE FULL SHEET

vii) PLATE IS 
PROCESSED 
& PRINTED



26Mr Bloedow has sent in this letter and cutting for our interest.

Plymouth,
ENGLAND.

May 26th. 1936

Mr. R. Hibbert, 
Southport.

Dear Sir,

We thank you for your letter of May 28th. 
with remittance for your takings from the selection 
of Lundy Island material recently submitted.

The reason why no actual First Day Covers 
are available of the 1935 series, is that the 
service was started in the Spring of that 

year, and mail and passengers were carried for 
several months, ithout the operators having 
any idea that there would be any philatelic interest. 
in the covers. About August of last year, 
a few of these covers got into the hands of 
collectors and queries were raised in Stamp 
Collecting" as to their status. The writer 
was asked to make enquiries about these, and went 
up to Barnstaple for this purpose. While there, 
he arranged to send a number of covers, before 
the close of the season, and these were advertised 
in "Stamp Collecting" of September 7th. and 14th. 
last. Any earlier dates than this, must be of 
considerably scarcity, although no doubt they 
exist, unless they have been destroyed.
Covers bearing the dated of September and October 
last are therefore the earliest dated which are 
available in sufficient quantity for them to be 
sold at reasonable prices.

If there is anything else in the way of 
British Inland Flights which you require, 
we shall be only too pleased to try and fit you 
up, on receipt of the necessary particulars.

Yours faithfully,Lundy Island Air Service.—Mr. W. Nichols informs us that a regular 
daily service has been in operation during the last few months between 
the Barnstaple and N. Devon Aerodrome and Lundy Island, mainly for 
the convenience of the numerous visitors who go there during the summer.

There is no actual Post Office on the island, and the normal pro­
cedure as regards letters to or from residents is for these to be sent to 
Hartland, the nearest P.O., on the mainland, and from there by boat as 
opportunity occurs.

Although there is no mail contract, letters have been carried to and 
from the island by Atlantic Coast Air Services. To cover handling charges 
in transit and on the island, these bear, in addition to the postage stamps, 
the special ½ puffin, red, Lundy Island stamps, issued some years ago by 
authority of the owner, and a black on red label, inscribed. "Atlantic 
Coast Air Services. One half-penny ½d." A similar label, printed in 
black on blue, but of a face value of 3d., is used for the conveyance of 
light parcels.

These are both printed in rolls of 500, so only single stamps or strips 
are available, no blocks.

Letters carried in this way, from the Island, bear, normally, the post­
mark of Braunton, the nearest Post Office to the Aerodrome.

A service inaugurated on June 28th, between Plymouth and Jersey, 
was intended to carry mails, but the project did not materialise; only some 
unofficial souvenir mail being taken.
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When Mr George Ulrich visited England last year he 
brought with him some unusual Lundy items from which 
electronic stencils were cut.

Large Map ½d. imperforate pair in black showing thick and 
thin type.
A single and imperforate block of the penny Large Map, red 
with alterations in watercolour.



28

Most interesting of all was a used pair of ½d. 
Tramtickets from Roll 8.

(The only copies so far recorded.)

The Fourth Printing of the half-puffin V and Spitfire Overprint 
was in blue.

I now suspect that the colours of the five printings were
1 - grey/blue
2 - deep blue
3 - pale mauve/blue
4 - pale blue - midway between the grey/blue and mauve/blue 
5 - green
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Further
Bogus Issues

Above: Specimen overprints in grey (rubber stamped) 
Two sizes of overprint.

Seems to occur on the Europa set - wide setting 
and Millenary birds - narrower setting.

Harry Rooke - 39 Brompton Road, Northallerton Yorks kindly 
reported these. He has about 20 sets which he will sell at 1/- 
per set or 2d per stamp.

Below: A postcard reported by Harry Rooke. Lundy 
Canceller is unusual. Bogus??
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G.P.O Coast Guard Canceller.

A telegram in Tony Langham's Collection which bears 
the Lundy Island Coastguard canceller. It is interesting 
that the date is inserted in pencil.

It seems probable that this canceller was used solely on 
telegram forms. This would account for its great scarcity.

Issued in 1909 this canceller survived the First World 
War which suggests that it was not used by the Post Office 
on the Island but was kept by the men in charge of 
wireless and telegraphic communications .



31

1½ puffin Provisionals

This pane of stamps suggests that there 
were at least two printings of this provisional 
issue. (stamp 5 is damaged)
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These postcards showing canceller dated September 1920 
narrow down the date of supply of this new canceller to 
the first months of that year. You may remember that 
G.P.O. records only remain up to 1919 and no trace 
could be found in these.

If this is so one can speculate about the reason for the 
loss or withdrawal of the previous canceller. It appears 
that Lundy was virtually uninhabited during the 1914-18 
war - and post office evacuated? Is the canceller known 
after 1914?

When mail passed through the Milford Haven Naval Base 
we do not know what postal markings were in use, but 
from 20th April 1920 a canceller was needed, the old one 
had probably been destroyed when the post-office on Lundy 
closed for the war so by September one had been 
produced. Can anyone narrow this gap any further?
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Items from Mrs M.A.H.Wade

Mrs Wade has discovered an amazing assortment of items and 
has sent in copies of correspondence.

A COVER FROM LUNDIE, ANGUS

A LUNDY REGISTERED LABEL

This must be the earliest perforated Lundy label in existence.
Although undated it must belong to the period 1893-1914

Mrs Wade has been unable to discover the significance of the 43.



35

Illustrations are from a 
colour-slide .

1. Cover from Herm to 
Lundy - Nov. 1954

2. A censored cover from 
Lundy to Sweden, with
V and plane overprints. 1942

3. A similar cover with 
gold overprints

4. Another cover with V 
and plane stamps, 1945



36

Most remarkable of all is an unrecorded canceller. With characteristic 
careful observation Mrs Wade noticed that the cancellations on a used 
set of Jubilee air stamps was not the usual one.

Although a complete strike has yet to be discovered it is possible to 
reconstruct the canceller.

It is impossible to say whether this is bogus or not, but it seems 
unlikely that anyone would trouble to make such a canceller. Can 
anyone explain why this is such a scarce marking? How could a 
canceller go undetected for 16 years as it seems this has done?

THE SET WITH THE A12 
CANCELLER

Finally some letters received by Mrs Wade in response to 
enquiries at the Post Offices of Barnstaple and Instow. 
The reverses of the letters appear on the following page.
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A Cover 
from the Sea Floor.

Dr John A.G.Watson has this unusual cover posted from 
the Sea Floor in the Bahamas. It contains the article 
illustrated overleaf, which explains what it commemorates.

The illustration of the cover has been made from a poor 
photocopy and the article has been skillfully reduced to 
foolscap size by Mr Sherwood.
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POSTOFFICE ON BAHAMAS OCEAN FLOOR

NEW WORLD OF UNDERSEA REVEALED

WILLIAMSON SCIENTIFIC EXPEDITION MAKES HISTORY



MARSHALL ASHWORTH STAMPS
E. J. Harding B. Ashworth

Shop and Registered Offices

17 High Street, Addlestone, Surrey

Bankers:
WESTMINSTER BANK LTD. HIGH ST. ESHER

SPECIAL OFFER FOR SOCIETY MEMBERS

Half -Puffin V and Plane

a) Dark Blue
b) Pale blue - 4th printing
c) Green - 5th printing

d) Gold overprint (9th Anniversary)

One Puffin V and Plane

a) Carmine
b) Orange/red - 4th printing

c) Gold overprint (9th Anniversary)

One and a half Puffin 1943 Provisional

a) Second printing

Maximum per stamp per member - blocks of 4 - stocks are limited.

PRICE 3/6d. per stamp.

Editor's Note: Although I told Messrs. Harding and Ashworth 
the prices charged by other dealers for this material they have 
generously quoted this low price for our benefit .

They would certainly be worth contacting for other philatelic 
items,very fairly priced but PLEASE DO NOT WRITE TO 
THEM ASKING ABOUT OTHER LUNDY MATERIAL.
THEY WISH IT TO BE MADE CLEAR THAT THEY 

DO NOT DEAL IN LUNDY.
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Ships & the Lundy Post.
Barry N.D.Chinchen. Hon. Sec. Lundy Specialists' Philatelic Society

T
he island of Lundy, situated as it is between England and 

Wales, where the Bristol Channel meets the Atlantic Ocean 
has been the friend and foe of shipping for centuries.

At times all the vessels in the area have hurried for the 
shelter of Lundy Roads. Entries from a diary kept during the 
latter half of the last century give us an indication of the traffic 
in the Bristol Channel and the shelter provided by the island.

" 4th April 1874 - There are 17 steamers in the bay."
" 4th July 1874 - Between forty and fifty craft in the Roads."

In September 43 vessels were counted, all taking advantage of 
the protection the Island gives from the Atlantic Gales.

Lundy, with its steep granite cliffs may afford protection, 
but it is equally notorious for its ship-wrecks. A change in the 
direction of the wind is enough to destroy the very ships that 
sought its protection. I will continue to draw examples from the 
same year, 1874.

"25th September - the supply skiff "Chase" sailed by 
Captain Bragg was becalmed."

"30th September - When the "Fanny" came for cattle 
the North East wind drove her on shore during the night and 
by next day she was a total wreck."

Wrecks, common in the last century, are now less frequent 
thanks to radio, radar and modern navigational aids, but local 
boatmen and steamer crews think twice before attempting to land 
when the wind is from the North East.

W
hen Lundy's influence on shipping, past and present, is 
considered it is surprising that it was not until the 25th 
Anniversary of the first issue of local postage stamps that a 

recognisable vessel was incorporated into a design.
The ships, real and fictional, which have associations 

with Lundy are so numerous that every issue of stamps for 
years to come could be devoted to this subject without repetition. 
However this is unlikely because designs and subject-matter 
must cater for many different tastes.

- 1 -



43

The local carriage labels, which have been issued since 1929, 

have tended to follow the "Puffin" theme as the word LUNDY 
is Norse for Puffin Island. Regretably the issuing authority has 

occasionally been influenced by the whims of the philatelic world 
current at various times with the result that subjects have been 
chosen for stamp designs whose connection with the Island are 
quite obscure.

Examples are the Viking Ships which appear on the three 
puffin values of the "1955 Millenary" and "1961 Europa" sets.

Issued
7th March 1955

Issued
8th December 1961

The cachet on the official Coronation First Day Cover shows an 
Armada Galleon. The wreck of such a galleon is vividly described 
at the end of Charles Kingsley’s "Westward Ho."- 2 -
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L
etters of considerable age are known sent from ships lying off 

Lundy.

I
n the 1870's skiffs "Ranger", "Chase" and "Fore & After" called 

regularly on the Island bringing mail and suppliers. It was not 
until 1886 that a British Post Office was set up on the Island. A 

ship called the "Queen of Bay" carried the first official mail.
The earliest named craft yet illustrated on a Lundy stamp is 

the "Gannet", built as a pilot cutter she was a wooden vessel of 
40 tons. She served Lundy under the command of Capt. William 
Dark from 1878 to 1911 and finally went out of service in 1923.

Issued 1st November 
1969.

An article (discovered in the G.P.O. records at St. Martin's 
le-Grand, London) dated 12th November 1911, tells more of 
the exploits of Capt. Dark and his vessel.

This is followed by a facsimile of one of the forms he had 
to fill in in 1911.

The photograph of Captain Dark overleaf is "Crown Copyright" 
and Reproduced by courtesy of H.M.Postmaster-General.
Copies 8" by 5" may be obtainable at 4/6d. post & packing 
extra, from the Department of Post Office Records, St. Martin's- 
le-Grand, London E.C.2. Negative number 51799.

- 3 -
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On May 31st 1906 the £2 million battleship H.M.S.Montagu 
went aground during fog on Shutter Rock, Lundy, Although 

no lives were lost the ship was never refloated.

I illustrate a postcard sent soon after this disaster. As yet 
no stamp or label illustrating this most famous of all Lundy wrecks 
has been produced.

- 7 -
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All official G.P.O. Lundy cancellations are rare and desirable 
philatelic items and I illustrate next a card sent about a week 

later than the previous one, which must have been carried by 
Captain Dark on the first "Gannet".

In 1911 contracts were renegotiated and by June 1912 the 
Bideford & Bristol Steamship Company carried mail twice weekly 
between Instow and Lundy, and Bristol and Lundy on S.S.
Devonia.

The arrangements for the first World War are unknown, but 
Lundy is said to have been virtually uninhabited - only the 
Farmer and Trinity House staff were left on the Island. I 
suspect that at this time the G.P.O. Lundy canceller was lost 
or withdrawn as a new one appeared in 1920.

In 1918 the Island was sold by the Heaven Family who had 
owned it since 1834, to Mr. A.L. Christie. From 21st January 
1919 until 20th April 1920 mail was transported via Milford 
Haven Naval Base on the trawler "Robert Davidson".

The Gannet remained afloat until 1923 and it is possible that 
the "Devonia" again took the mail, but in 1921 Mr Christie 
obtained a new vessel the M.V.Lerina. She has twice been 
depicted on stamps and once on a cachet

Issued
1st Jan. 1954

Issued 
1st Nov. 1969

- 8 -
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The "Lerina" was a wooden vessel built as an East Coast 

Drifter in 1917. She came from Lowestoft and displaced 71 tons. 
Captain William Dark's son Frederick took command.

She changed hands with the Island when it was sold to 
Mr. Martin C. Harman in 1925. In 1941 she was requisitioned 
by the Admiralty but resumed the service to and from Lundy 
after the War. By 1950 her machinery was worn out and she 
was finally laid up and given away for scrap.

Now the Island depended largely on Air Transport, but 
after an accident in 1955 this became impracticable.

In 1956, Mr Albion Harman, who, since the death of his 
father had owned the Island jointly with his two sisters, purchased 
a North Sea trawler, "The Pride of Bridlington" registered in 
Hull. She was built in Scotland in 1950, and after a Kelvin 
multi-cylinder 88 h.p. diesel engine had been installed she was 
renamed the "Lundy Gannet" and berthed at Bideford.

Special Maiden Voyage Covers were prepared (see next 
page) but were completely unimaginitive.

The "Lundy Gannet" has appeared on one stamp.

Issued
1st Nov. 1969

- 9 -
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This year the "Lundy Gannet" was completely overhauled 
and improved and now sails from Ilfracombe.

L
undy is a bird sanctuary, and when the "Torrey Canyon" 
disaster struck not very far away, the Island issued a 
block of four stamps each in a different language, the proceeds 

from the sales going to the R.S.P.C.A. and its European 
counterpart I.S.P.A.

The stamps have a silhouette of a tanker in the design.

- 10 -
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C
ampbell's White Funnel Fleet bring thousands of day-trippers 
to the Island each year and their vessel "Balmoral" is 
likely to appear on a stamp of the Decimal Currency Issue 

scheduled for February 1971.

Now that Lundy is in the care of the Landmark Trust and 
National Trust it seems likely that the local post will remain in 
operation indefinitely. The stamps issued are attractive not only 
because of their design, but because of the low face-value and 

infrequent issue. Quantities are seldom very high either.
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