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Types4 and 5 (Figs. 6 and 9 were applied only in red and were used to cancel the stamps. They are, therefore,
cancellations or postmarks, whereas the three predecessors not being used to cancel stamps are correctly described
as cachets,

e

Q’\f
ISTor cuAn®

Q&
034

Lannzv

Q{v4 39Vv1SOd

GREAT BRITAIN

Fig. 4 Fig. 5

e ———————— N “\\. %r-:.g...__. g
\UNDp VUNDp > SIS ;

2 < = ¢ 1D
X > X Z 4l
rep gy 5195 Ireo gy sV g ?531?, ﬂ

Fig. 6 (Type 4) Fig. 7

Fig. 8 Fig. 9 (Type 5) Fig. 10

Type 4 Oval Canceller (36 x 20mm}

3 April 1974 (First usage)
10 April 1974
23 June 1974

Type S Circular Cancellation (22)4mm diameter)

7 June 1974 (First usage)

28 June 1974 (Postcard only seen — therefore no circular cancellation on stamp)
5 September 1974

5 October 1974

10 October 1974

11 November 1974

30 December 1974

2 March 1975 (Postcard only seen — therefore no cancellation on stamp)

6 April 1975

In two cases we have only seen postcards, presumably letters were also despatched on these dates and the Lundy
stamps on the reverse of these cards were cancelled with Type 5.
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From 4 May 1975 a new dated canceller was introduced to cancel Lundy stamps on covers (Fig.10) and the use of
the ‘Delayed By Storm’ canceller ceased. However, the ‘Delayed By Storm’ plate continues to be used as part of the
meter franking. The following dates are known; meter franking date is followed by Lundy handstamp date in paren-
thesis:

9 May 1975 (4 May) (4 May)

29 September 1975
29 November 1975
23 January 1976
14 September 1976
| December 1976
9 December 1976
18 January 1977

1 February 1978
22 February 1978
23 October 1978

8 March 1979

21 May 1979

18 August 1979

20 August 1979

8 February 1980

8 May 1980

13 October 1980
11 November 1980
17 December 1980

(28 September)
(28 September, sic)
(22 January)

(Postcard — therefore no Lundy handstamp)

(30 November)

(8 December)

13 & 18 January)

(31 January)

(Not known — front only)

(21 October)

(6 March)

(19 May)

(18 August)

(Postcard — no Lundy handstamp)
(Postcard — no Lundy handstamp)
(7 May)

(11 October)

(11 November)

(Postcard — no Lundy handstamp

Meter franking machine P.B.T. 532W was last used on 17 December 1980; a new machine P.B.T. 185A being intro-
duced on 23 December 1980 (Fig.11). To date the authors know of only two occasions when the ‘Delayed By Storm’
plate has been used in this machine:

(5 February)
(4 March)

5 February 1981
4 March 1981
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‘Everyone drunk or pretending drunkenness, except — — — — who was sitting in the middle of it all unusually
sedate. — — — — almost naked was being slapped on the buttocks and enjoying herself ecstatically. Every two
minutes she ran to the lavatory and as soon as she was out of the room everyone said, ‘My dear, the things we are
finding out about — — — — . It was all rather cruel. She looked so awful, with enormous shining legs cut and bleed-
ing in places and slapped rosy in others and her eyes shining with desire. She kept making the most terrible remarks
too, whether consciously or unconsciously I do not know, about blood and grease and to my surprise Olivia saw
them all. These girls must talk a terrible lot of bawdy amongst themselves. David became quite incredibly obscene
before the evening broke up and I went to bed, as always, with rather a heavy heart.’

1 doubt that the walls of the lighthouse have been witness to any similar spectacle — either before or since. The next
day Waugh ‘had to get up at 6 to row Captain Benson off which was exhausting’..On 17 April, ‘Elizabeth, Richard
and I went out in a boat and I tried to climb a cliff and fell down’. Not surprising perhaps after a week of heavy
drinking. On Saturday 18 September, David, Martin and Julia left Lundy. Mail arrived that day, the contents of which
Waugh found “a little disturbing’. Possibly Waugh wrote letters whilst on Lundy — he was a prolific letter-writer —
but if he did none have survived — at least none are reprinted in the voluminous Letters of Evelyn Waugh published
in 1980. Another boat arrived on Friday 24 April bringing mail — this time Waugh received a missive from Lady
Maud Parry. The crossing had presumably been unpleasant judging ‘by the look of the sea and the passengers who
came across this morning’. It would appear that Waugh and the rest of his party left Lundy that day or the follow-
ing. Before he left, Waugh recorded that he had ‘. . . . stolen a postcard of a drunken sailor embracing a postbox
from the canteen’. On arriving back on the mainland Waugh went to stay with his friend Alastair Graham at Exeter
before moving on to Oxford and London. (Later that summer having suffered from depression Waugh attempted
suicide). A photograph of Waugh, Greenidge, Olivia, Lady Plunket and David (holding a dog) appears in Waugh’s
autobiography A4 Little Learning.

There is no evidence to suggest that Waugh ever returned to Lundy but Greenidge was recorded as leaving Lundy on
the day Felix Gade first arrived there — 11 November 1926. Gade tells us in My Life on Lundy that Greenidge and
Rudolph Messel were staying on Lundy — ‘. . . each had a dog, a Cocker Spaniel and an enormous St. Bernard
respectively’. The following March one of the first guests to stay at the reopened hotel was Messel (again with his
St. Bernard). Gade expresses no opinion of Greenidge, although from what I know of Mr. Gade I would not expect
him to have approved much of his Bohemian ways and [ have heard it said that Gade was no admirer of Waugh.
However he did approve of Messel stating that ‘I grew to like this man of many parts, who was intensly interested
in the film as a medium for entertainment and instruction’. Messel was then still an undergraduate at Oxford and told
Gade that when he finished his studies he wanted to write a book entitled This Film Business. Later that year he
did return to Lundy and completed the book which was published in 1928 (on page 295 in the ‘Conclusion’ the
datemark reads: ‘Lundy island March-November 1927%). Although Gade liked Messel, his St. Bernard killed three
of the island’s goats much to the displeasure of Mr. Harman. Messel appears again in Gade’s autobiography as a
practical joker. In December 1927 Gade and his wife-to-be Rene were exploring a cave when they heard a strange
growl. Gade thought it was a seal, but the seal turned out to be Messel dressed in a dark brown suit. Mr. Gade was
amused by the incident but his fiancee was not and Messel apologised profusely for having ‘terrified” her. Waugh
described Messel at the time of their membership of the scanadous Hypocrites’ Club as ‘cadaverous, wayward and
generous’. He was clearly a prankster for in November 1924 Waugh recorded in his diary that Messel had rung up a
number of elderly ladies in Oxford and told them that a jumble sale was being organised in All Souls — would they
send old clothes to the Warden. They did!

Anyone interested in Lundy knows the island has had a colourful and eventful history. Whilst the episodes recounted
above cannot be said to have been amongst the more significant or prestigious the island has experienced, they are
perhaps of interest, if only because of their being unorthodox. I have not seen details of Waugh’s visit recorded in
the Lundy literature and one cannot help feel that the visit was deliberately omitted in order to protect the island’s
reputation as a haven of peace and quiet. Sadly the island does not seem to have made sufficient impact on Waugh
to have caused him to feature it in his novels, but his diary entries have prevented the knowledge of this bizarre
few days in Lundy’s history from being lost for all time.

Sources:

Evelyn Waugh: A Little Learning: The First Volume of an Autobiography by Evelyn Waugh (1964)
Christopher Sykes: Evelyn Waugh: A Biography (1975), Revised Penguin edition, 1977)

Michael Davie, (Ed.): The Diaries of Evelyn Waugh (1976, Penguin edition 1979)

Mark Amory, (Ed.): The Letters of Evelyn Waugh (1980)

Felix Gade: My Life on Lundy (1978).
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