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THE LUNDY SCENE — 1982

A. F. Langham

To the interested outsider the most exciting news from the island during 1982 has been the
decision to push ahead with the repair of certain buildings and the alteration of others, coupled
with new building works.

The tower of the Old Light has finally been restored and work is now in hand to convert the
Keeper’s Quarters into two holiday flats and for work on the surrounding outbuildings. Stoney-
croft cottage nearby has been re-roofed retaining wherever possible the huge original slates.
Near the recently repaired Castle, the ruins of the old Coastguard Cottages have been cleared,
and the surrounding area has been cleared of builders material.

The main centre of activity, however, is around the derelict Old Hotel. Here a mainland firm
of contractors has been brought in to transform the complex into three units. The South Wing
of the building, dating from the end of the last century was in danger of collapse and this has
now been removed except for the Old Hotel Kitchen which now is being restored to form a
small square holiday cottage. The central part of the Hotel was the old Manor House which is
being repaired to form two holiday units, while the north end of the complex (which houses
the Tavern) is being re-designed to become a centre for all visitors, where the Tavern and Shop
will be housed providing a warm shelter for both arriving and departing visitors as well as a
haven for rain-soaked campers!

A new building is rising to the east of the Hotel, at the head of Millcombe Valley and will
become the home of the Island Administrator.

The large wind generator being placed to the east of the Old Light and Stoneycroft will be
linked to all the island dwellings and will provide a generous supply of free electricity so that
such luxuries as storage heaters will become a possibility and the cost of imported fuel will
fall dramatically.

The pattern of transport is changing — since the loss of the large Ilfracombe-based pleasure
‘steamers, the number of day-visitors has fallen considerably and the demand for philatelic
items in the Shop reflects this fall, although presentation packs of many recent issues are
still available.

The Helicopter service from Hartland Point has had a good season and it is planned to continue
it thoughout the winter on one day a week, particularly for the convenience of the contractor’s
labour force. Philatelists will be interested to know that mail has been carried by helicopter,
though rarely, because of the problems involved in transporting mail between Ilfracombe and
Hartland.






U.S. BICENTENERY ISSUE
By B. Sherwood

I have noted that blocks of this issue kept in a stock book are rapidly discolouring. All the sheets are going brown
along the cut edges and on one sheet this has spread far enough to discolour the corner stamp.

WAUGH ON LUNDY - SOME CORRECTIONS AND A POSTSCRIPT
By J. Holman

Two gremlins penetrated my article ‘Waugh on Lundy’ in The Puffin No. 25 (pp 26—27). In the penultimate line of
the second paragraph, the Plunket-Greene’s ‘eccentric daughter’ is referred to as Oliver; this is of course a misprint
for Olivia. In line 16 of the penultimate paragraph (p.27), ‘scanadous’ should read scandalous.

Since the article was written, a Penguin edition of The Letters of Evelyn Waugh has appeared. Regrettably none of
the letters reprinted in this book refer to Lundy, although letters sent to or from Waugh whilst he was staying on
Lundy may still exist.

I referred in the article to the film made by Waugh and his friends in 1924 called The Scarlet Woman — 1 have since
seen this film — a bizarre period-piece, amateurishly made and poorly acted. It is perhaps as well that no film camera
was around to record the escapades on Lundy the following year.

THE PLAN OF LUNDY CASTLE
By I. G. Wilkinson

This, I understand, comes from ‘‘Grose’s Antiquities of England and Wales” published around 1780 of which I
believe there were a number of editions. However, I was quite surprised when I found that the drawing of the plan

of Marisco Castle differed in some of these editions (see illustrations over).

The first copy I acquired was already framed and had been hand coloured. It measures 9 3/8” across the widest
part and when I obtained a second similar copy to this, I took it for granted that all copies were identical.

However, I have recently acquired a third copy and this differs from the others in quite a few respects. Firstly,
its in black and white only. In my ignorance I thought they would all have been coloured when they were issued
but the dealer who sold me this last one offered to have it coloured for me for a few pounds extra. I understand
that a similar situation exists with the two prints published by S. Hooper of Lundy Castle (Plates 1 and 2) that
appeared in this same publication — the two framed copies I bought were coloured but those offered in Ken Gibsons
last auction were in black and white.

Other differences in my third copy of the ‘Plan’ are as follows: —

(i) It measures 10%” across and has a drawn border

(ii} It has “Printed for S. Hooper, May 17, 1776 down the left hand side

(iii) It has ‘East’ and ‘West’ on either side and the word ‘South’ has been moved about %” to the right

(iv) The title ‘Lundy Castle’ is in upper and lower case against all capitals on my first copy

{v) ‘Lamitor Neck’ is in a single line rather than in two

{iv) The shaded area at the top and the ‘Modern Inclosure’ {sic/ are extended.












PRESENTATION PACKS
By B.N. D. Chinchen
One of the first projects undertaken when the Philatelic Service was set up in 1972 was to produce presentation
packs. John Dyke submitted the original design and 1000 folders were produced, printed in black on white card by
Southern Publicity Ltd., at Eastleigh.. A further 1000 were later ordered and these were handed over to the Land-

mark Trust several years later in an unopened package, and I doubt if they were ever used.

The first packs had the stamp details stencil duplicated, and the stamps were in black Hawid strip on a coloured
insert. The pack then being wrapped in a transparent film.

There were a few trial issues made but as far as the records show the only issues made in any quantity were:

40th Anniversary on grey paper insert
Trinity House on blue paper insert
St. Helena’s Church on dark brown paper insert.

Probably between 50 and 150 of each pack were sent to Lundy for sale in the shop.

The production of these packs presented some problems. Apart from the lack of equipment which meant much of
the work was done by hand and this was time consuming, the transparent film was difficult to obtain, and cut
neatly. It was also found to shrink after a time which caused the packs to buckle.

As far as collectors were concerned they preferred to buy mint stamps but the packs were much more convenient
for sale in the island shop, hence their continued existence.

Later a further batch of folders were produced using inserts printed by a firm of printers in Fleet Street. 500 of each
were produced but most were never used.

Next the Landmark Trust asked the Philatelic Service to provide stamps neatly separated into singles which a firm
(probably in London) could assemble into packs. For later packs the stamp tearing was done elsewhere and tearing
is the right word for it, as several people have sent stamps back to the Service for replacement.

LUNDBY
STAMPS

ISSUED ON THE
ISLAND OF LUNDY
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The initial rates in November 1929 were indeed modest and this scale of charges remained in force — with only a
minor change in 1943 — until June 1951.

In all some eight sets of rates were in force between November 1929 and March 1974 when the system of affixing
a British stamp to the front of the cover and Lundy stamp to the reverse gave way to the use of the Lundy stamp
and meter franking, the Lundy postage charge incorporating the British rate.

Table | sets out the rates trom 1929 until 30 March 1974. The minimum British P.O. rates for postcards
and letters sent to addresses in the British Isles are given in Table II.

TABLE Il British Inland Postal Rates 1929—1974
Date Postcard Letter
1 Nov. 1929 1d 1%d (Rates effective from 29 May 1922)
1 May 1940 2d 2%d '
1 Oct. 1957 2%d 3d
17 May 1965 3d 4d
First Class Second Class
16 Sept. 1968 5d 4d
156 Feb. 1971 3p 2%p
10 Sept. 1973 3%p 3p

Postcards were treated as letters after the introduction of the two-tier post and could be sent by either the first
class or second class service.

Notes

The 1943 Lundy increase differs from the others in that only one minor change seems to have taken place. Mr. Gade
merely stated that ‘To meet changes in the Puffinage rates . . . . a 1%p value was added.’ Usually Mr. Gade gave a
full listing of rates whenever changes took place but no such listing is given on this occasion. It would seem that
only the rate for letters weighing between two and six ounces was increased which probably comprised the bulk
of the somewhat erratic wartime mail, Some 30 covers have been examined for the years 1935-49 to sce if the
stamps affixed corresponded to the known postal rates and to try to substantiate the theory that the 1%p rate
introduced in 1943 applied to the 2—6 oz. letters. This sample was selected from a large number of covers from
this period - the sample comprising normal commercial covers with no known specialist philatelic interest in the
British, Lundy or LACAL stamps and addressed to people not known as stamp dealers or collectors.

Only three covers from 1943 and one from 194042 carried 1%p worth of Lundy stamps. The 1943 covers were
all found to be dated after 1 May — the date of the increase given by Mr. Gade. The 1940 cover was franked with
4p and Ip Lundy stamps and was probably sent for philatelic interest (a set of the first issue) although the addressee
is not known to be a philatelist. The conclusion looking at this sample of covers would seem to indicate that the
commercial post adhered very well to the rates laid down. It would be interesting to know if the same applied to
parcels as well as letters. Although parcel wrappers exist there is now no way of ascertaining the weight of the
contents to see if the stamps affixed corresponded to the known scale of charges.

Details of the stamps found on these covers are given in Table 111 below:
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TABLE 1l Examination of Commercial Covers 1935— 1949
Years No. of Covers Examined Air Service Island
Covered Inwards Outwards Charges Charges
(£.5.d) (Puffin)
1935— 10 3 10 @ Y%d 10 @ Y%p
1939 1@ 1d 3@ 1%p
1940~ 3 4 3@ 1d 7@ %p
1942 1@ 3d 1@ 1%p
1943 0 3 3@ 1%p
1946— 3 3 2@ %p
1949 3@ 1%p
1@2p

From | April 1974 Lundy stamps have been affixed at the rate appropriate to both British postage and the Lundy
rate. Initially the Lundy rate was a fixed amount — Ip from 1 April 1974 until 3 February 1980, 1%p from 4
February 1980 until 25 January 1981 and 2p from 26 January 1981 until 31 December 1981. Since 1 January
1982 the inclusive Lundy/British charge has been the British rate plus 15%, rounded up to the nearest puffin (penny).
Table IV below sets out the minimum rates for inland first and second class rate, all-up letters to Europe and air-
mail letters to the Middle East, North America and Australasia (referred to by the British P.O. as Zones A, B and
C respectively).

TABLE IV Postal Rates Since 1 April 1974
Date Inclusive Rate (British rate in brackets)
First Class Second Class Europe Zone A Zone B Zone C
1Apr. 1974  4%p (3%p) 4p (3p) 6%p (5%p) 7p  (6p) 9p (8p) 11p  (10p)
24 June 1974 5%p (4%p) 4%p (3%p) 6%p (5%p) 7p (6p) 9p (8p) 1ip  (10p)
17 Mar. 1975 8p (7p) 6%p (5%p) 9p (8p) 9%p (8%p) 11p (10p) 13p (12p)
29 Sept. 1975 9%p (8%p) T%p (6%p) 11p (10p) 11%p (10%p) 12p (11p) 14p (13p)
13June 1977 10p (9p) 8p (7p) 11%p (10%p) 11%p (10%p) 12p (11p) 14p (13p)
20 Aug. 1979 11p  (10p) 9p (8p) 12%p (11%p) 13p  (12p) 14p (13p) 16p (15p)
4 Feb. 1980 13%p (12p) 11%p (10p) 15p {13%p) 15%p (14p) 16%p (15p) 19p  (17%p)
26Jan. 1981 16p (14p) 13%p (11%p) 20p (18p) 22p (20p) 24p (22p) 27p (25p)
1 Jan 1982 17p  (14p) 14p (11%p) 21p (18p) 23p (20p) 27p (22p) 29p (25p)
1 Feb. 1982 18p (16%p) 15p (12%p) 23p (19%p) 28p (24p) 30p (26p) 34p (29p)
Notes

On two occasions when the British postal rates have been increased, the Lundy authorities have had to resort to a
manuscript addition on postcards sold in the Lundy shop to show that the increased postage had been paid. All
cards are sold with the Lundy stamps affixed and when the second class rate was increased from 5%p to 6%p in
September 1975 the cards bearing the 2p and 4%p Lundy stamps were franked with a ms ‘1p’ alongside the stamps
(there was no Lundy lp adhesive stamp available). Similarly when the second class rate was increased from 6%p
to 7p in June 1977 a “%4p’ ms marking was used alongside the 7%p Lundy stamp (the %p definitive was not issued
until October 1978).

Some collectors like to obtain examples of cards/covers bearing the meter markings for all the different rates. A
collection of British first and second class rates would probably not be too difficult to assemble, examples of all
the overscas rates might present more of a problem.


















19

TABLE 1 Lundy Tramtickets Recorded
Total Used Used Used Total Total
Mint To From ? Used All
Yad
Roll 1 14 17 25 21 63 77
Roll 2 41 - 6 - 6 47
Roll 3 20 - 2 2 4 24
Roll 4 2 - 24 5 29 31
Roll § 46 6 R 18 46 92
Roll 6 77 3 2 3 8 8S
Roll 7 4 4 » 5 41 45
Roll 8 - 2 2 2
Roll 9 108 17 3 24 132
Roll 10 103 6 4 8 18 121
Totals 415 53 121 67 241 656
Id
Roll 1 105 1 : h 3 108
Roll 2 86 ] 5 7 13 99
Totals 191 2 S 9 ) 16 207
3d
Roll 1 36 1 ] 9 I 47
Roll 2 81 - 3 1 4 85
Roll 3 - - - - .
Roll 4 83 - 10 12 22 105
Roll 5§ 209 2 3 14 19 228
Roll 6 26 - 4 - 4 30
Totals 435 3 21 36 60 495

Total all values: 1358

I was sorry to sec that a strip of 20 x %d’s from Roll 6 recorded by Barry has been split up but unfortunately 1
had no confirmation of the continued existence of a strip of 10 x '4d’s from Roll 10 and another strip of 10 x 1d’s
from Roll 1. The largest multiples that 1 am sure of is the strip of 9 x 'Ad’s from Roll 9 which are in the Chinchen
collection at The British Library and a strip of 6 x %d’s from Roll 6 which are in my own collection. The largest
multiples of the 1d and 3d are strips of 4 from Rolls 1 and 2 in both instances. The most prolific are the 3d’s from
Roll 5 with no less than 100 copies recorded between numbers 02166 and 02288 —a run of 123,

I regret to have to record that no copies of the 3d from Roll 3 or any more than the two known copies of the %d
from Roll 8, came to light.

On copies used on cover, it will be scen that covers used TO Lundy are much scarcer than those FROM the Island.
The sequence of use scems to prove that they were affixed at the same source and there was no systematic use of the
ditferent rolls. Virtually alt of the 1d and 3d values used on cover are philatelic being “used’ in 1949/1950 and even
as late as 1956 - long after the Air Line ceased to exist.
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The carliest date recorded so far for each roll is as follows:

“dx Roll 1 — April 17,1935
Roll 2 — August 19,1935
Roll 3 — May7,1935
Roll 4 - April7,193S
Rofl 5 - September 12, 1935
Roll 6 - January 28,1936
Roll 7 — September 13,1935
Roll 8 — Non recorded
Roll 9 -~ January I, 1936 (Tramticket not cancelled)
Roll 10 -— December 12, 1935
ldx Roll 1 — January 21,1936
Roll 2 — January 4, 1936
3dx Roll | - February 24,1936
Roll 2 — August 19,1936
Roll 3 — None recorded
Roll 4 -~ September9, 1935
Roll 5 — 1949-1950 dates only
Roll 6 — 1949-1950 dates only

I would like to hear from others who have not yet sent me details of the copies in their collections, or of additions
to the collections of those who have already supplied information - who | would like to thank most sincerely as
without their co-operation, this project would not have been possible.

TABLE 11 Totals — By Location “A" = Furope; “B* = North America; ““C”’ = Unknown
Total Used Used Used Total Total
Mint To From ? Used All
hd A 171 19 73 23 115 286
“B” 158 31 42 14 87 245
“c” 86 3 6 30 39 125
All 415 53 121 67 241 656
Id  “A” 66 - I 3 4 70
“B” 85 2 4 3 9 94
e 40 _ . 3 3 43
All 191 2 5 9 16 207
3d AV 256 2 8 11 21 277
“B” 138 1 12 19 32 170
“er 41 _ 1 6 7 48
All 435 3 21 36 60 495

Total all values: 1358
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It is reported (R. Cichorz & J. Czyl, L.C.C. Philatelic Quarterly, USA) that these were produced by H.E. Harris &
Co. of Boston. They were wholesalers who purchased quantities of the early definitives directly from Martin Harman
during the period 31-8-1950 to 18-12-1953.

These sheets varied slightly in appearance over this period, no doubt due to different print runs.
The text is printed in black and the boxes round the stamps is in red.

Type I This has Printed in USA at the base of the sheet and the code K—8 on the back. (These may have been
reprinted three times, as it is found on three paper types).

Type 2 Printed in USA appears at the top of the sheet and there is no code No. on the back.
Type 3  Printed in USA appears on the top of the sheet and the K—~8 code is on the back.

Type 4 No printed in USA, but code K—8 on back. (This sheet also has stamp mounting instructions in the
boxes).

A tifth type exists which is substantially different from the others.

Type 5 Printed in Black only, with provision for nine stamps.

An even more terrible approval sheet appeared at about the same time (Fig.2). This was either the work of the
“Elmont’" or “‘Portwood Stamp >’ Co’s. formally operating in New York.

This contains three forgeries of the definitive issues, the %p and 9p inperforate and the 2p badly peforated 11.
Apart from the poor qualities of the forgeries; the ‘Scots’ Highland dancer, and the general quality it is interesting
to note that Lundy was presumably floated up into the Irish sea, although we never heard that the Isle of Man
tried to annex it.
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LUNDY POST DURING THE OWNERSHIP OF THE HEAVEN FAMILY
By Myrtle Langham

We have no letters or covers surviving from before 1836, so can only surmise that mail to and from Lundy depended
on an admixture between any boat which might be retained or hired to serve the istand, and any boats which happened
to put into the island on passage up or down the Bristol Channel. The earliest covers still existing are those sent by
the agent on Lundy, William Melbon, to William Hudson Heaven in Clevedon, which were pages folded and sealed
without envelopes or stamps, and are post-marked “Bideford”’ between 1836 and 1839.

At this time Mr. Heaven owned a schoolroom yacht, Lady of the Isles, which served the island from Instow, and the
family instituted a “Letter Box™ which was the receptacle for all their personal mail sent to, and received from, the
mainland. It was important to them that the timing of the mail boats should be such that they could receive and
answer letters by the same post, and later their want of enthusiasm for the services of the G.P.O. was largely due to
the lack of this facility. The sending and receiving of letters was not confined to this one vessel - people on Lundy
cven now sometimes avail themselves of the services of boats and ships at anchor in the Bay when they need to send
something off the island before the next post is due; this resort would have been even more useful and necessary
before the steamship and before telegraphic communication. The main difference between then and now was in the
number of opportunities offered — the Bristo]l Channel ports enjoyed a busy trade, and during the nineteenth
century there are numerous references to the presence of large numbers of ships in the Bay; 40, 60 and even more
than 100 vessels are mentioned. Besides the sea-going ships there were fishing-boats, coasters, tugs and the essential
pilot-boats. Whether the passage of such mail was paid for can be only a matter of speculation; it is probable that
such services would have been reciprocated by gifts of such things found on the island as would have been welcome
to a ship’s crew, such as fresh food and “‘refreshments” from the Store. We do not know whether islanders other
than members of the Heaven family were ever charged by either the boatman or the Squire for the cost of any of
their mails carried to and from the island — certainly there is no mention of such charges anywhere, and in a period
of very limited literacy among the working classes the amount of such mail would probably have been very small
indeed. There is one scandalised mention of a £5 charge by one boat to take an islander to the mainland to fetch
a doctor who was urgently needed. Trinity House carried supplies and mail for their own personnel, and at times
when part of the island was let to a tenant, he was responsible for his own transport of goods and, presumably,
mails. Hence the Granite Company, during its tenancy, employed the Ogmore to serve its needs.

We know little of the Lundy mails before 1870, when the Heaven diaries began. In 1870 the owner no longer had his
own vessel, but the transport of mails and supplies was contracted to a Mr. Bragge who employed a skiff, the Ranger
for the crossing. He terminated his contract at Michaelmas 1871, but he then continued to serve the island by con-
tract with Trinity House until he retired in 1877, when that contract was taken over by Mr. Cox, who used the
Chance out of Appledore. In 1871, the Heaven contract was given to a Mr. Fishwick, who sailed what was known
as a “‘fore-and-after,” the Mary, which was lost in 1872. Following this loss, Mr. Fishwick first chartered a smack
called the Muffy, and then he sub-contracted to Captain William Darke, who sailed a trawler, the Chase - this was
the beginning of an association between the Dark family and Lundy which lasted until the death of Captain Fred
Dark in 1942, The sub-contract did not last for long, and was replaced by a direct contract between Captain Dark
and Mr. Heaven for a regular service to Lundy from Instow. The service was supposed to be weekly on Thursdays,
but the weather is no respecter of contracts and there are many references in the diaries to the non-appearance,
unexpected appearances, delays, sudden departures, prolonged passages, and other vexations that seem to be an
inescapable part of island transport. At that time there were two services carrying mail for Lundy: the Heaven
family mail was direct to Instow, carried to and from the island in their private box, taken to and collected from
the mainland post office at Instow by Captain Dark; and the Trinity House mails carried by Captain Cox in the
Chance from Appledore. In November 1878 Captain Dark brought to Lundy his new cutter, the Gannet, that
replaced the Chase and remained in his service in attending Lundy until the Heaven family sold the island in 1917.

In 1886, Mr. Wright was tenant of the farm, the Store, and all the island except for the part of the estate kept for
the private use of the Heaven family. He entered into niegotiations with the G.P.O. to establish a regular mail service
to the island, and a post office on the island itself, In June 1886, it was settled that the Queen of the Bay should
come to Lundy cvery Wednesday from Cardiff, when the mail bags would be exchanged, and that a post office
should be opened in the Store, with Mr. Wright named as sub-postmaster. The post Office was opened on 4.2.87,
but the mail service was not without its troubles, and on one occasion the mail boat (late) brought back to Lundy
the same mail bag that had been sent off the island ten days previously. The Heaven family were not pleased with
the new service, since it did not allow them to receive and answer letters on the same day, and the boats were very
irregular. As the Gannet was still retained in service, there were from 1887 three separate mail services operating
to and from Lundy.
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