














MEETING REPORT

The Summer 1999 Meeting of the UK. Chapter of the Lundy Collectors
Club was held on Sunday 1* August, at the Royal Hotel, Bideford. Approximately
30 members and guests attended. Diana Keast once again joined the meeting along
with Joan and John Dyke.

This year’s meeting was the meeting of the free gift with no less than 4
being handed out during the course of the day. Ingo Susemihl! of Hamburg,
Germany presented each person present with a clear plastic perforation gauge, this
was followed by a limited edition souvenir card prepared by Tom Baker showing a
sectional drawing of the m.s.Oldenburg stamped with three of it’s cachets and
signed by the Captain and the Chief Engineer. An A4 size Sharon Read drawing of
John Dyke and cat taking a nap on the route of the old tramway entitled “Railway
Sleepers” was printed on the rear of a detailed site layout drawing of the North
Light area, and at the end of the day Roger Allen handed out a limited edition listing
of Lundy related hardback and paperback books.

Chaired by Mike Thompson, the meeting opened at 10.30a.m. with a
bourse supporting three dealers (Roger Hudson, Michael Bale and Anne Westwell)
which lasted throughout the moming. The club competitions were very well
supported with many entries in all three categories (see competition report for
details). At approximately 12 noon, John Dyke made a presentation of some of his
early artwork which included a water-colour of Felix Gade in his First World War
Army uniform and in ‘civvies’ coupled with a drawing of his Military Cross all
mounted on a board. The first map of Lundy drawn by JD was displayed although
John was slightly embarrassed by its inaccuracy. Mike Thompson took the meeting
up to lunch by explaining the error in the “Overprinted Lundy Stamps” article in the
Summer 1998 issue of the Journal and promised another article for a future issue.

The carvery lunch served in the hotel’s dinning room was enjoyed by
nearly all of the members present and was followed by the Club Auction with Mike
Thompson as auctioneer. (for details see Auction Report)

The day was rounded off with a most interesting display by Roger Allen of
20 hardback and paperback fiction and non-fiction books of Lundy or books with
sections or references to Lundy. The display covered a range of books from some
of the more common found on many LCC members bookshelves such as “Lundy”
by Tony Langham, published by David and Charles to some of the very rare that
were still eluding Roger’s immense collection such as an original copy of “Lundy
Island - a Monograph” by John R. Chanter from the early 1800’s which was on
loan to Roger by Diana Keast.

The meeting finally came to a close at 5.00p.m.
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The R.E. Allen Trophy (Lundy Postcards, Ephemera or Literature)

The five entries are as follows:-

A. Julie Lester
Julie displayed a series of holiday style postcards as well as original photograph,
drawing and watercolour postcards.

B. Stanley Newman
A small but very unusual display of models of the m.v. Polar Bear and the m.s.
Oldenburg made from used lollipop sticks.

C. Wim Ros
Wim exhibited a set of Gerald King ‘G.L.R.” Railway stamps!, including some
signed proofs.

D. Mike Thompson

A beautiful display of Lundy picture postcards of HMS Montagu, maps and various
Island views.

E. Sharon Read

A display of photographs, ephemera and memorabilia commemorating the Harman
family’s connection with Lundy.

RESULT First ~ Mike Thompson.

NEXT [SSUE. . . .

H.M.S. Lundy
The ship that little was known about until recently.

The Bideford, Westward Ho! and Appledore Railway
Brian Parkes reports with some amazing old photographs.

The Official Opening of the Iifracombe Museum Lundy Room

Roving reporter James Thomas will be at the opening representing The New Puffin
Journal.

For this and much more, don’t miss the Spring 2000
issue of The New Puffin Journal.
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LUNDY NEWS

THE WATER SHORTAGE

Due to the reasonably hot and dry weather during July, Lundy started to run short
of fresh drinking water. To overcome the immediate problem, an order of 2500
gallons was sent to the island. This should have all been delivered on 4 August,
but ironically due to bad weather conditions, only half of the load was landed and
the remainder went ashore the following day.

LUNDY'S SHIPPING LINKS WITH THE MAINLAND

The future of Lundy’s shipping links with the mainland is due to be disrupted should
development proposals go ahead at Ilfracombe and Bideford. When the much
needed new pier is built at Ilfracombe, there will be quite a bit of short term
disruption to Oldenburg sailings, however, should the proposed anti-flood scheme
go ahead in Bideford it could mean the end of the ‘Lundy - Bideford” link. It is
proposed to increase the height of river wall which will resuit in fishing and pleasure
boats being unable to tie-up along side. As Bideford’s economy relies to an extent
on the quay side business, there has been considerable local opposition and Planning
chiefs are now considering all options.

RIVERSFORD HOTEL FIRE

During the night of 2™ August 1999, the kitchen at the Riversford Hotel, Bideford
(the hotel used by many Chapter Members over the week-end of the Summer *99
Meeting) caught fire forcing guests to vacate their rooms in their night clothes.
Diana Keast who was still staying at the Hotel reported that the Fire Brigade took
an hour or so to dampen the flames and that all carpets in the rooms above the
kitchen were ripped out. The Hotel owner, who over the years has become a friend
of several Chapter Members, acted very promptly by arranging Breakfast for that
morning at the Durrant House Hotel and in obtaining a “mobile kitchen” to maintain
normal service until the repair works is complete.

THE NEW JETTY

The new jetty was finally opened to passengers during mid-August 1999, and two
early photographs taken by Chapter Member David Shute can be seen on page 20
of this JOURNAL".
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LUNDY'S POSTMASTERS
2) FELIY GADE (PART 2. 1949-1971)

By Stanley Newman. The first part of this article, published in the Spring '99 issue
of the JOURNAL’, described FWG's first period on Lundy, from 1926 fo 1945
when, following an illness he left the Island to take over the management of the
Hartland Quay Hotel.

Much of the information which follows is based upon Felix Gade's autobiography

‘My Life on Lundy’, a third edition of which was published by Myrtle Ternstrom in
1997, and is obtainable (priced £20.00 plus £4.00 postage), from Lazarus Press, 6
Grenville Street, Bideford, Devon, EX39 2EA.

In April 1948, Felix Gade and his wife were invited by M.C. Harman (owner of
Lundy) to return to Lundy and spend a week of their holidays at Millcombe House.
In FWG’s words:-
“I shall never forget the pleasure that we both experienced as we climbed the
Beach Road and up to Millcombe House, treading the same stones that we
had trodden for so many years. I, for one, certainly felt that I had returned
to my native land. We had a glorious week, and it was that visit which
decided my wife and I that we would like to return to Lundy and take on the
Hotel, although it was in a dreadful state of repair. Mr. Harman had not, up
to that time, made any suggestion that we should return to Lundy, but he did
discuss it with me later in 1948 and early in 1949, and that was when we
came to our decision”.

Felix Gade and his wife returned to Lundy on 2nd May 1949, and he resumed his
duties as Agent and Postmaster, which he fulfilled until his retirement 22 years
later. When he had left the Island in 1945, FWG had handed over his philatelic
activities to Capt. G. Waghorn, Principal Keeper of the Lundy South lighthouse,
and a keen philatelist. There exist many interesting Lundy Postal History covers
addressed to and from Capt. Waghorn during this period, a few of them routed via

Swansea, indicating that the mail was occasionally sent via the Trinity House supply
ship the “Alert™.

After its repurchase in 1946 from the Admiralty by Mr. Harman, the ‘m.v. Lerina’
maintained communications with the mainland, bearing mail to and from the Island.
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However, by 1950, and after over 30 years on Lundy and naval duties, the ‘Lerina’
was becoming somewhat “old in the tooth” and increasingly unreliable, and was laid
up at the end of the season. This posed a problem for FWG as far as the Postal
Communications were concerned, which was solved only after the Air Mail flights
were resumed on 8" November 1950.

As we saw in Part 1 of this article (TNPJ Spring '99) FWG administered all of
Lundy’s Postal activities from his office in the Manor Farm Hotel (now part of
“The Old House” letting complex), and was only after his retirement that the so-
called “Post Office” was moved to its current position adjoining the Tavern
Cafeteria. Although FWG’s memoirs in his autobiography abounds with interesting
details of the day-to-day happenings on the Island, he speaks very little of his
activities in the administration of the post after 1949, except to detail the
arrangements made to send all mail by air between 1950 and 1956. In 1950,
arrangements were made with the head postmaster at Bideford for all Lundy mails
and most of the Island supplies to be sent to Wrafton Gate (Chivenor) to be flown
by Mr. Drabble of Devon Air Travel Ltd. to Lundy. A new set of stamps was
contemplated, but due to the shortage of time, and as an interim measure the
definitive stamps of 1929/30 and 1939 were overprinted ‘BY AIR’. FWG
considered that there was sufficient interest to generate demand for a First Day
Cover, and asked Mr. Drabble to Pilot-sign 500 of them. It was only after FWG
agreed to pay him 2 pence per cover that Drabble agreed, but even then only 250
were signed !

FWG’s personal interest in Lundy philately is described in some detail in his booklet
‘THE POSTAL HISTORY OF LUNDY"’ published in 1957 (with two subsequent
supplements). He describes not only the various Lundy stamp issues up to 1972,
but also details the various changes in the postal rates which resulted in many
values of the various stamps printed. In this booklet FWG tells us:-

“There is not a Post Office on Lundy in the usual sense of the name.
Stamps, both Lundy and British, are procurable at the Marisco General
Store, and there is a post-box in the lobby at the entrance to the Store.
Cancelling of the Lundy stamps is usually done in the writer’s office, but the
tens of thousands of picture postcards, which are bought and posted on
Lundy by visitors, are cancelled by the Storekeeper. The mail bags are filled
and locked in the writer’s office, where the incoming bags are brought and
the contents sorted and stamped with the appropriate Lundy stamps and
cancelled. The islanders, including the lighthouse-keepers, call at the office
for their mails, and pay the ‘puffinage’ when taking delivery.
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'RESTORING THE HERITAGE OF ILFRACOMBE HARBOUR'

By James Thomas

Iifracombe’s history as a sea port goes back almost 1000 years, but Ilfracombe as
we know it today was built by the Victorians about 150 years ago when it became
fashionable to take holidays by the seaside.

Its maritime connection with Lundy goes back a long time. In 1242 a partly built
pirate galleon was found on Lundy and taken to Ilfracombe for completion. A
hundred and fifty years ago the Victorians were using Ilfracombe as a major port to
travel to and from Lundy, South Wales and many other Bristol Channel ports.

Sometime during the 14" Century, the pier across the harbour mouth was
constructed which provided shipping with protection from the storms of the Bristol
Channel. However, during Victorian times Ilfracombe became popular and along
with the visitors came the sailing ships and pleasure steamers. The harbour inside
the pier drained at low tide causing ships to be left high and dry until the following
high tide. So, in 1871, it was decided to construct a new stone sea wall and
wooden pier outside the harbour in water that always remained deep enough to
moor up in without going aground. This proved very popular with skippers with as
many as six steamers tied up along side each other at any one time.

However, during 1940 the wooden section of the old pier was dismantled as part of
the war effort and the site remained empty until 1952, when the present concrete
column, beam and plank structure was built curving around the base of Lantern Hill.
Over the years the new pier served the shipping fleets well, but during the Winter of
1997/8 the sea got the better of it, resulting in severe structural damage rendering it
unsafe.

The North Devon District Council who own the pier, stepped in and for safety
reasons partially closed it. However, the Council were well aware of it’s
importance for shipping and for the town, so decided to raise funds for a new pier.
The project, ‘Restoring the Heritage of Ilfracombe Pier’ was developed in
partnership with a range of local organisations during 1998 with the aim of not only
rebuilding the pier but also to carry-out an environmental enhancement scheme and
to repair the harbour walls. One of the partners is the Landmark Trust and Paul
Roberts, Lundy General Manager has been fully involved in the initial discussions in
relation to continuing the link with the island.
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It is estimated that the cost of the new pier will be in the region of £1.5million, and
that a further £Iimillion is required to repair the harbour walls and £600,000 to
carry-out the environmental enhancement works, giving a grand total for the
complete project of £3.1million. It was estimated that to repair the pier would cost
£1.36million but this would only give a serviceable life of 10 years. However, the
Council is intending to provide the facility for much longer and considered the
repair works to be a waist of money. The Heritage Lottery Fund has pledged
support to the tune of £1million which leaves the remainder to be found from other
main partners, who are:-

English Partnerships

MAFF (Coastal Protection)

European Regional Development Fund

North Devon District Council and its local funding partners.

To qualify for the Heritage Lottery Fund Grant, the project had to demonstrate that
the design would remove the intrusive concrete superstructure and once again
expose and utilise the Victorian stonework and landing stages. The new pier and
jetty will be more in keeping with the Victorian aspects of the town, and will
enhance the heritage value of the St. Nicholas Chapel on Lantern Hill overlooking
the harbour.

The rate of deterioration of the existing fabric of the harbour and in particular the
pier is such that it is essential for the scheme to be completed by next Spring.
Progress was temporarily held up at the start of this year when a small vociferous
group of locals objected to the proposal and called for a Public Enquiry. Their main
objections were that the proposed new pier has no provision for either angling or
promenading, but despite this the project received overwhelming support and the
‘green light’ to proceed. It is unlikely that the whole project will be carried-out
immediately. All the funding is still not in place, and it is most likely that the new
pier and harbour repairs will be completed by the Summer of the year 2000, with
the environmental enhancements following along later.

When the Heritage Lottery Fund grant was approved, Cllr. Malcolm Prowse,
Leader of the North Devon District Council said - ‘This is good news for
Iifracombe and the future prosperity of the town and its harbour. It is a triumph for
common sense and is a significant step forward in delivering the project so
overwhelmingly supported by the people of Ilfracombe in the recent referendum. I
hope we can work together with all those groups with an interest in the harbour to
secure, as quickly as possible, the substantial capital investment of up to £1million
the Heritage Lottery Fund have indicated could be made available to the project.’
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In this document I received it stating that it was a genuine nameplate and that it had
been part repainted following its use ? This I can confirm as there are marks on the
plate which appear to have been made by nuts and bolts. The only other
information I managed to get before staff were reorganised at Bristol was that they
were fitted for two days prior to a proposed small naming ceremony but was
cancelled just after Christmas 1995.

If this was the case then Lundy has had a second locomotive named after it, if only
for a very short time.

In October 1997, 1 was told that 08897 was to be named with a reason given that it

already had holes in the correct positions! It was not named Lundy but who knows
if Lundy the 3™ may yet appear.

Footnote: The nameplates for Caldy Island and Barry Island were never made but
those for Flat Holme exist somewhere. If anybody can add or confirm any of the
above or have any other information it would be appreciated via the editor please.

THE ECLIPSE CRUISE

On 11™ August 1999, the Landmark Trust organised a cruise aboard the
m.s.Oldenburg to view the total eclipse of the sun. The trip which cost £100 per
adult and £65 per child sailed from Bideford to Lundy and then on to Padstow in
North Cornwall, and included Champagne and a seafood platter.

As a total eclipse in this country occurs approximately once a century, it was
anticipated that even more visitors would go to the west country (the area of
totality) to view this once in a lifetime spectacle. However, despite avoiding the
maddening crowds, the weather conditions on the day was cloudy and only short
glimpses of the eclipse was possible, but being there and experiencing the
atmosphere was what most people were all talking about.
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