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EDITORIAL

Firstly may we convey our cordial wishes to all members and wish you all the very
best for 2001.

Our Autumn Meeting in London on 18" November was enjoyed by all members
who braved the weather and the current severe problems on the Railways to attend.
We sincerely hope that as many members as possible will attend the Spring 2001
Meeting on Sunday 15t April 2001 (no, this is no April fool!), the reason for the
Sunday Meeting is that the British Philatelic Centre is fully booked every Saturday
until much later in the year.

On the subject of our Meetings, perhaps many members are unaware that those
currently held in London are heavily subsidised by the Club. In past years, when
possible we have tried to arrange a Club meeting in conjunction with one of the
major London Stamp Shows, and the cost to the Club for Room-hire has usually
been negligible — however our Meetings at the Philatelic Centre at Charterhouse
Street involve a cost to the Club running well into three figures (and the free
Coffee, Tea and Biscuits have little to do with it!). Therefore, to justify this
straining of our finances, a substantial increase in the attendance at all of our
Meetings would be welcome — even if only to justify the hard work put in by the
few faithfulls who organise them! We have arranged for our next Meeting on 1%
April a major Postal History display by Jim Mullett, who possesses what, is
probably the foremost Lundy Postal Collection of all time — so please make every
effort to attend. Full details of the Meeting are printed on the back cover.

Once again, our best wishes to all for 2001.

cS/azz/ey Newman
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AUCTION REPORT

Our eleventh Club Auction was held at the British Philatelic Centre, 107
Charterhouse Street, London on Saturday 18th November 2000. As usual our
esteemed Auctioneer Mike Thompson wielded the hammer. Although containing
many interesting stamps and items of postal history, the emphasis this time was in
the rare lots of ephemera collected by the late Mr. Robert "Dave" Davey, who was
the Engineer on Lundy from 1965 to 1981. Highlights of the Auction included:-

Stamps
1929  Yp in gutter block of 4, containing "H" for "L" variety £37
1929  1p with "line through 'U' of PUFFIN" variety M/M £15
1937  'd. Violet LACAL issue N17 violet proof on thin yellow paper £34
1939  1d. black "Lighthouse" stamp in complete U/M sheet of 48 £44
1942 'V+Plane' o/p 2p value with green o/p colour trial M/M £24
1943 'IX Anniversary' 2p value with "H" for "L" variety N47a f/lu £26
1943  Wright Brothers 8p value N66 with "4 touching 3" variety UM £14.50
1972 Trinity House issue. Set of 5 U/M N178-182 £17.50
1972 GB 3p Machin stamp with embossed puffin (banned by GPO) UM £17.50
1974  R.N.L.I. Miniature Sheet N190-N193 U/M £20
1988 15t Lundy Stamp Booklet £1.26 N.B246 £23
1989  RSPB issue 3p vertical pair, imperf. between N250a UM £23
1989  RSPB Second printing (complete sheet) UM £34
1989  RSPBissue. Middle block of 9 with central RSPB label U/M £16
Postal History
1913  LUNDY ISLAND "Thimble" Ab cancel on KGV Y2d on

P/C to Wales £70
1935  Cover to Barnstaple with Bb cancels on /sp & '2d Large Map £46
1936 Cover from New York with 2p (Bb cancel) & ACAS '2d Large Map

(Cb cancel). Also "Queen Mary" cachet & "Maiden Voyage" in m/s  £36
1943 Reg. cover to Kettering with F/D use of Wright Brothers set £145
1959  Cover to UK with full set of 1950 BY AIR (narrow) stamps £50
1951  Parcel Post piece to Captain Frank Day. Lundy Air Post cancel £49
1981  Castle Air Charters brochure folded & posted to Middlesex,

with helicopter cachet (AIR-2), pilot signed £19.50
Coins
Two 1929 Lundy coins 1/2 puffin & 1 puffin £18



Postcards

"Manor Hotel Lundy Island" R/P card by Batten £32
Ephemera

28 photographs from early 1960's from Davey collection £20
2x1967 Lundy Radiograms from Harman family to Davey's written by Gade ~ £16
1969 Sale Prospectus of the Island prior to purchase by Landmark £50
1971 John Dyke menu for Felix Gade's retirement reception £21.50
Album of 20 letters to Davey from various members of Harman family £36

MEETING REPORT

The Autumn 2000 meeting of the Lundy Collectors Club was held at the
British Philatelic Bureau, Charterhouse Street, London on Saturday 18th November
2000.

Despite problems with the national rail service, attendance was on par with
previous meetings and made for a pleasant atmosphere.

The meeting opened at 10.30a.m. with the usual bourse and Stanley
Newman and Roger Allen both took tables.

Mike Thompson who showed 16 sheets of Lundy Postal History to 1945
presented the Main Display. The main item on display was a Lundy Registered
cover, which is fully detailed on pages 21 and 22. The display covered a good
selection of quality material from a type Ab Lundy “Thimble” to a 1943 Censored
cover from America.

The afternoon session opened with Stanley Newman making a couple of
Secretary's announcements. After giving Diana Keast's apologies for absence, he
started with some good news that the annual subscriptions will remain unaltered for
2001. He stated that Jack Taylor Jnr., of Florida, USA is acting as the club's
American representative and has already attracted a couple of new members. It was
announced that all future meetings would have a named speaker who will form the
basis of the morning session. He finally gave a vote of thanks to James Thomas for
preparing the year 2000 Journals, and stated that he will be continuing in the post
for 2001.

The remainder of the afternoon was taken up with the Auction, after which
the Meeting closed at approximately 4.15pm









BOOK REVIEW

By Roger Allen

There appears to be more books published on Devon than are produced for any
other county. This is partly because Devon ts so popular both for tourism and for
retirement that there is a never-ending appetite for books on the area.

Many of them mention Lundy in passing or simply repeat some hackneyed half-
truths about pirates, puftins, Benson or other subjects. Now and then however,
new books do appear that are worth adding to a Lundy library. In that category are
the titles in the following short list. They are all currently available in the book
shops of Bideford and Barnstaple.

Instow, a History.
Published in 1999 by Honeytone Promotions, Newstead, Instow, Devon, EX39
4LN. Telephone 01271 860653. Price £15.

There is an excellent short chapter on the two Captains Dark: William Dark 1847-
1927 and his son Frederick Dark 1871-1942. These two gentlemen operated the
ships to Lundy up to the early Harman period. There is an interesting comment
stating that William Dark used his own cutter the "Chase" on the Lundy run before
it was replaced by the first "Gannet".

The Castles of Devon and Cornwall. By Mike Salter.
Published in 1999 by Folly Publications, Folly Cottage, 151 West Malvern Road,
Malvern, Worcs. WR1 4AY. Price £14.00

This book has a section on the castle on Lundy. The excellent photograph of the
castle shows it before restoration by the Landmark Trust. It has a good plan of the
whole complex and a very well written chapter on the history of the castle, as we
know it and on the ancient stronghold that was in Bulls Paradise prior to the present
castle.









OLDENBURG UP-CHANNEL

By Stan and Joan Rendell

For some five years now, the Lundy ferry has made an annual long-weekend sortie
to the upper reaches of the Bristol Channel on charter to Clevedon Pier, in North
Somerset. Trips have varied from cruises to and from Gloucester docks, to landing
passengers to explore the island of Steep Holm, 70 miles from Lundy.

Nearly three years ago, there was rivalry between Oldenburg and Balmoral over
which pleasure steamer would be the first to land passengers at the industrial
Dunball Wharf, on the river Parrett — and Oldenburg WON the race! For the
record, the historic date was intended to be Tuesday 23" June 1998 and tickets
were printed for that day. Although the trip had to be postponed until Monday 6"
July, we were still the first by a few days of propeller turns!

On that momentous day we left Clevedon Pier (with its newly renovated pavilions
looking very attractive) to cruise through remarkably smooth waters beneath grey
but dry clouds to circumnavigate Flat Holm and Steep Holm on a wide figure-of-
eight course. No passenger-landings on this occasion: but being deeply involved
with both 1islands, we shared commentaries on the histories, wildlife and
environment. From there, the ship made for Weston-Super-Mare bay, with more
commentaries as we rounded the great headland of Brean Down. A cautious
approach to Burnham-on-Sea allowed a good view of the town, with its two
lighthouses and stumpy little pier. We pressed on southwards to view the nuclear
power station at Hinkley Point before finally entering the River Parrett under the
watchful eye of the river pilot. Here are tiny islands that can disappear and
occasionally re-appear, and treacherous channels where there is apparently plenty of
room on a wide bend-hence the need for a pilot who knows every inch of the river.

For this part of the cruise we had already prepared guide-sheets which saved over-
use of the tannoy system. At this stage passengers were allowed into the deck
cargo area to stand on tip-toe and enjoy a splendid forward view of the river
scenery ahead of the ship — and that is something not permitted on the Lundy run!
We passed the quaint little town of Combwich (*‘Cummidge’ in local idiom) — once
an important port, but prone to sudden flooding, especially when the incoming river
bore rushes past against the outgoing tide. Hamlets in flat fields: Second World
War pillboxes and even a huge lefi-over barrage hanger appeared and oddly re-
appearcd as bend after bend disorientated mental bearings.






BIG AND LITILE ST. JOHN'S

The fifth in a series of articles on the buildings of Lundy
By Roger Allen

The St. John’s are possibly the plainest and least interesting letting accommodation
on Lundy, at least, that is, to look at from the outside, but the splendid views from
their windows, their sheltered and private position and cosiness of their interiors
place them amongst the most popular with visitors.

The history of the building is inexact but the centre granite section was certainly
built during the earlier part of the Heaven ownership. This centre section was
crenelated, like the wall against which the building stands. The front of this building
and the rear wall were originally built with seven crenelations and the two side walls
with five each. In photographs dating from the 1880’s and 1890’s these
crenelations appear to be so exactly the same size and shape as those on the wall
behind that it is almost certain that the building dates from the same time.

The rear of the building, however, stands a foot or two higher than the field wall
and can be seen projecting above it when looking back from Church field side. The
roof was slightly pitched down towards the front and was probably made of the
same type of corrugated iron as was later used in the construction of the Old School
House.

There were no windows in the original building buy there were two doorways, one
on each side. On the left side, as you stand and face the building, the door was at
the far end against the wall. On the other side the entrance was away from the wall
against the front. The plans attached to this article will make this clear. The door
on the left hand side appears from some photographs and postcards not to have a
solid door but rather a gate. It was probably covered with chicken wire such as
would be necessary to keep pigs or poultry inside, but would give light and air. In
more than one photograph there is a kind of ramp up to the door on the left hand
side, as if the doorstep was above the level of the ground. When it was in use as a
poultry house it would be reasonable for this to have been the case.
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Myrtle Ternstrom in her book “A Lundy Album” states that the building was also
used as a stable and in one postcard (TWISS T94) there are indeed ponies or horses
to be seen in the area between the Blue Bung and this original section of the St.
John’s building. The Landmark Trust in their web site states that this building was
also used for a cow shed but this is not so likely.

In a photograph dating from about 1890, there is a clear picture of a large haystack
built right next to the building. The haystack is in fact bigger than the building. In
other 19t century photographs, the building is shown with a wire fence enclosing an
area to the left. This must have been during the period when it was used as a pigsty
or a stable. In another postcard there appears to be a large pile of hay or manure
inside the enclosure.

On the right of the building in a postcard by John Kearton dating from the early
Harman days, there appears to have been a second wall running parallel to the side
wall of this building to form a sort of short corridor. There are definitely two lines
of crenelation running side by side towards the back wall. The sketch and plans on
pages 13 and 14 show this feature.

In the same Kearton card, there is a secondary small construction, rather like a large
chicken coop just in front of the building. Also in this photograph to the left of the
building against the wall is what appears to be a water butt or large container of
some sort. This may have contained animal feed or water. Further along against
the wall there appears to be a seat or a bench. There is a seat there today but
somewhat further away from the wall, proving that this has always been a spot for
resting and looking out at the view. Diana Keast recalls that during the Harman
period, the building simply had an earth floor and was for ducks, chickens and
turkeys.

In 1964, Albion Harman extended this central granite nucleus outwards on both
sides to become the Big and Little St. John’s, more or less as we know them today.
These extensions were not built of granite but plastered breeze blocks with possibly
some brickwork. They were not built out from the wall as far as the old granite
section, which projects forward, revealing clearly the old granite blocks. The old
granite section, with a breeze block and plaster partition wall built down the centre,
contains what is today the two double bedrooms; one in Big and one in Little St.
John’s.
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The floor level of the two cottages has been raised from above the level of the old
granite building, this is attested to by the granite steps leading up to each front door,
two in the case of Big St. John’s and three in the case of Little St. John’s.

Both these new cottages were built by the Harmans with WCs and wash basins, but
the shower cubicles were not put in by the Landmark Trust until 1987. The double
bedroom in Big St. John’s had the extra basin in it from 1964. Although there is a
skin of extra wall between the back of the cottages and the field wall behind, there
has always been a slight damp problem at the rear of the building. The flat roofs of
the new cottages cannot have assisted in this problem.

Big St. John’s has accommodation for three, a double bedroom and a third bed in
the corner of the sitting room. It has a separate kitchen. Little St. John’s only has
one double bedroom and the sitting room serves as a kitchen diner. Like all
Landmark trust properties, they are more than adequately furnished and equipped.
Mr. Gade, in his memoirs, note that during the Harman period, Big St. John’s
would cram in five persons to sleep and Little St. John’s four!

The sitting rooms of both the St. John’s cottages were thoughtfully constructed
with big picture windows in both the front and side walls to give untrammelled
views over St. John’s Valley and the southern end of the island. Big St. John’s was
always the favourite holiday accommodation of Peter and Barbara Cole and Barbara
still stays there whenever she can. One of my constant memories of Lundy is
walking past Big St. John’s and seeing Peter Cole with a book in his hand sitting in
the corner chair in the sitting room. From there he could see so much of the island
and he could invite passing friends to come in for a drink and a chat.

Original appearance of the central granite section

13



Ground plan of original granite section, showing the positions of the enclosure,
separate chicken coop and water butt. The parallel wall on the right is shown with
the uncertain position of the door on that side.

Ground plan of the present building clearly showing the central granite section, the
extra wash basin in Big St. John’s, the shower cubicles and the corner armchair in
the Big St. John’s sitting room.
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St. John’s Cottages as they appear today.

The original granite centre can be seen projecting forward from the newer
extensions. The windows in this old section were inserted when the extensions
were made in 1964. The crenelations on the wall behind have lost their clear shape
but they are still there, although they have disappeared from the building itself.

Much of the information contained in this article has been obtained from the
following sources:-

“My Life on Lundy” the memoirs of Felix W Gade, 1978.

“A Lundy Album” compiled by Myrtle Ternstrom, 1980.

Heaven photographs, originals in the possession of Mrs. Myrtle Ternstrom.

Various postcards and photographs from the Collection of R.E. Allen.

The Landmark Trust Handbooks and their brochures “Staying on Lundy” since
1971.

Discussions with Mrs. Diana Keast.
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However, the pilot eventually got the message and landed on top of the island and
we pulled the casualty up the cliff followed by the hittle old doctor whose only
comment was "How I wish I could have finished my over".

This wasn't quite the end of the story for the helicopter ditched off Hartland and
they had to float the stretcher off into the Atlantic swell with this poor climber with
his broken leg strapped on it until a relief helicopter arrived from Chivenor and took
him thankfully to hospital.

The Alpbach connection came about through the late Ken Keast, husband of Diana
(nee Harman). Ken pioneered the skiing in Alpbach in the 1920's and 1930's and as
a result of the many friends he made, brought back some Alpbachers to Lundy for
the seasonal summer work, farming, bar, beach-work, etc. The Alpbachers were
uncomplicated hapy beer-loving men and gave us a tremendous time when we went
back there in winter. John Ogilvie spent some seasons there as an instructor.

STATEMENT OF L.C.C. ACCOUNTS

For the 13 months ended 31% December 2000

Millennium year 2000 was another good one for the Club. Not only did our
membership creep up towards the magical 200 figure, but also we managed to
maintain a surplus on our Accounts for the year, despite having to heawvily subsidise
the Room Rental for our London Meetings. As all members are aware we have
been able to maintain our Subscription rates unaltered for the third year running,

INCOME 2000 EXPENDITURE 2000
‘JOURNAL " Subscriptions 2087.00 Printing of JOURNAL® 824.17
Meeting Proceeds 94.50 Other Printing costs 248 96
Adverts in ‘TNPJ' 99.00 Postages (inc. Binders) 447 .51
Auction Commission 97.01 llfracombe Weekend 543.50
Sales of Binders 86.50 Room Hire (3 Meetings) 310.00
Bank Interest 5.06 Chapter Admin. Expenses 46.60
Ilfracombe Weekend 542.50 Donation 24.00
244474
Surplus in year 566.83
301157 3011.57
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'RESTORING THE HERITAGE OF ILFRACOMBE HARBOUR'
- UPDATE

By James Thomas

Further to my article in the Autumn 1999, issue of the Journal, the Ilfracombe
Harbour project has developed from dreams and proposals to reality.

A full funding package has been secured and a works contract let with Mowlem-
E. Thomas Limited which commenced on 11t September 2000. Despite difficult
weather conditions on site, particularly affecting the works at and below low tide
level, good progress is now being made and it is anticipated that the project will be
completed by the end of March 2001.

The work that is being carried-out in this phase includes the demolition of the
1950’s decaying reinforced concrete pier structure and the construction of new
purpose designed steamer landing stages. It also includes the renovation of the
South Quay and the restoration and repair of the Old Quay Head. However,
funding is still not in place for the Environmental Improvement works, which it is
hoped will be done in a second phase at a later date.

10t November 2000, a large part of the old pier has been demolished and concrete
pumps are placing concrete to form the new landing stages. (photo—James Thomas)
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SOMETIMES IT PAYS T0 LOOK (NO.4)

By Stanley Newman

The Lundy “gems” described in previous articles under this title have emanated
from stamp dealers, or auctions of stamps or postcards. For the first time however
we report on a very rare “find” on the Internet which occurred in August 2000.
The item offered was a Registered cover posted from Lundy to Penarth, South
Wales which is illustrated on page 22, and as will be seen bears a R/38 Registration
label cancelled LUNDY ISLAND with two KGV 1d. stamps alongside a ONE
PENNY Inland Revenue stamp, all with INSTOW single-ring cancels. On the rear
of the cover is a LUNDY ISLAND single-ring, and INSTOW, BARNSTAPLE &
BRISTOW transit marks.

The item was entered into an Internet auction by an American collector who
obviously was ignorant of its value as a Lundy Postal History item, for it carried an
estimate of $5.00 (about £3 50't). Several members of the club (on both sides of
the Atlantic) submitted bids way in excess of this estimate, and happily one of our
members secured the item for just over $150 — this must be the bargain of the
decade!

Club Members who attended our Meeting in London in November, were able to

inspect the cover as part of one of the displays, and to congratulate the fortunate
guy who secured it!!

FURTHER COMMENT

It is now quite some time since we last indulged in a little ““Trumpet Blowing™ and
the following comments have since been received from members:-

“Every time 1 receive the latest issue of ‘The New Puffin Journal’, 1 find myself
wondering where on earth did they unearth that interesting story? It must be the
most informative of magazines, and the Joint-Editors certainly deserve
congratulations” — C.L. Horsham.

“Congratulations and keep up the good work™ — G.F. Park Forest, USA.

“Keep up the good work in the most interesting “The New Puffin Journal™
M.1.. Wokingham, Berks.
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HARMAN, MEDAWAR & THE LUNDY “WALLPAPER" ISSUES
PART TWO — THE 1954 SILVER JUBILEE ISSUES

By Stanley Newman

Author's Note:- Some of the information contained in this article is based upon
Felix Gade's autobiography ‘My Life on Lundy’, a third edition of which was
published by Myrtle Ternstrom in 1997, and is obtainable (priced £20.00 plus
£4.00 postage) from Lazarus Press, Unit 7, Caddsdown Business Park, Bideford,
Devon, EX39 3DX.

In part 1 of this article, [ reviewed the history of the 1953 Coronation Issue, which
obviously proved successful for Mr. Medawar, and presumably of financial gain to
Lundy. Enthused by this success, Medawar believed that there was a good
phitatelic market for Lundy’s stamps, particularly with younger collectors both in
the UK and also in the American continent.

The following year (1954) was the Silver Jubilee of Lundy’s first stamps, and Mr.
Harman agreed to the issue of not one, but three sets of stamps to commemorate his
initial venture in 1929, when Lundy’s first two stamps were issued. As pointed out
in Part 1 of this article, all mail was currently being conveyed by air, there being no
Lundy mail boat in service at that time, so the emphasis was on Airmail stamps.
One set of Surface mail stamps (to commemorate the years that mail had gone by
boat) and two sets of Airmail stamps (one with dates and one without) — a total of
19 stamps were designed by John Dyke. One of the Airmail sets (that without
dates) was intended to become the new definitive stamps for Lundy, but their use as
such was short-lived, and terminated in March 1955.

The three sets of stamps were commissioned and paid for by Mr. Medawar, and
entrusted to the printers Harrison and Sons Ltd. There was obviously a close
connection between Medawar and Harrisons, for the printing of all subsequent
Medawar-inspired Lundy issues was entrusted to Harrisons. An interesting
observation is the fact that during the 1954-1962 period, the only Lundy stamps not
inspired by Medawar, the set of 1957 definitives, were printed by Bradbury
Wilkinson!

Medawar was obviously pressing for the three commemorative sets to be issued as
soon as possible, and 1" January 1954 was agreed to by Mr. Harman, although the
actual date for commemorating the Silver Jubilee should have been 1™ November.
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PHOTO PAGE

A fine photograph taken by Gwyneth White of the ‘Balmoral’s’ first visit to Lundy
in 2000, showing clearly the new road and Jetty. Incidentally on behalf of all
members, your Editors extend their congratulations to Gwyneth upon reaching her
90™ birthday — she informs us that she still manages to walk up the Beach Road to
the “village” unaided (though she prefers to return to the Jetty in the Land Rover!!)
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OUR NEXT MEETING

Once again, the next Meeting - Spring 2001 will be held on Sunday 1%
April 2001, at the British Philatelic Centre, 107 Charterhouse Street, Smithfield,
London, EC. Unfortunately we were unable to obtain a Saturday booking at the
BPC, but we hope that as many Members as possible will attend the Sunday
Meeting, which will start slightly later than usual - at 11.00 a.m.

Jim Mullett will be giving us a Major Display of his fabulous collection of
Lundy Postal History, and we shall of course have our usual Bourse and Auction.
This year admission subs have been dropped, so please do your best to attend this
Meeting — should train travel be difficult there is ample Car Parking available on
Sundays. The programme is as follows:-

11.00a.m. Registration and Reception (free coffee, tea and biscuits)
Bourse opens.

11.30 Major Postal History display by Jim Mullett

12.30 to 2.00p.m. Lunch (not provided).

2.00 to 2.35p.m. Club Auction lots on view.

2.35p.m. Secretary’s Announcements.

2.45 to 4.15p.m. Club Auction (Auctioneer — Mike Thompson).

4.30p.m. Bourse closes.

The Bourse features dealers with stocks of Lundy material and Members
with surplus material to sell, and for this year there is no charge for table rental.

The British Philatelic Centre is easily accessible by both rail and road. It is
only about 150 yards from Farringdon Station — Underground (Metropolitan and
Circle Lines) and BR (Thameslink) — see map below. Ample parking (believed free
on Sundays) is available in the adjoining Charterhouse Square.
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