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2002 COMPETITION REPORT

The 2002 Club Competitions were held at the Summer Meeting at Ilifracombe on
21% July 2002. For the second year running, there were only enough entrants to
support The Julie Lester Cup for Postal History and The R.E. Allen Trophy for
Lundy Postcards, Ephemera or Literature.

The Julie Lester Cup
1* Mail Boat Cachets — Brian Drew

Brian displayed a comprehensive collection of Lundy Mail Boat cachets starting
with the ‘Gannet’ and including the ‘Polar Bear’, ‘Waverley’, ‘Oldenburg’ and
‘Balmoral’. The covers were mainly commemorative with one or two commercially
used.

2" Registered Mail of Lundy — Mike Thompson

Mike displayed 8 sheets of Lundy Registered Mail, which included a 1911 cover
with the Lundy Island Registered label, 2 George V Yd reds and a 1d Victorian
revenue stamp. The rest of the display was made up of 7 sheets ranging from 1939
to 1964.

The R.E. Allen Trophy

=1* A Day Trip to Lundy — Mike Thompson

This display captured all present as it contained a collection of old black and white
and sepia postcards and was presented so as to tell the story of ‘A day trip to
Lundy’.

=1* HMS Lundy 1943-82 — Brian Drew

A most detailed study of HMS Lundy which included considerable research and
many photographs never seen before by Lundy collectors. As this entry was

considered so good it was published in full in the Autumn 2002 issue of The New
Puffin Journal.



LETTERS T0 THE LDITOR

LUNDY ISLAND FRANKING MACHINE

Just for the record, the island is now using a new Die in their Franking machine. Its
number is — PB929744. PBK 02950 must have been replaced sometime between
21™ May 2002 and 10" January 2003.

Jim Mullett.

NEW PRINTERS FOR LUNDY STAMPS

As a result of De-la Rue buying out The House of Questa for £3 2 million, it will be
interesting to see who will get the next contract for Lundy Stamps? Or indeed
supply re-prints of last years definitive issue if required.

Jim Mullett.

TRAMTICKETS ISSUED ON ' APRIL 1935

Although it is stated that Tramtickets were issued on 1% April, it would be
interesting to know how many stamps and covers were actually used in April and to

try to find out the earliest recorded date of use since there are no FDC’s of this
issue.

Jim Mullett.

Thanks Jim for your letters and I agree that it would be interesting to know a bit
more about the 1935 issue. | have still got to finish off the 1969 Appeal survey,
however, once this is complete I will start a survey on this issue. [f in the mean
time anyone can provide any information please contact the Editorial Office.

Ed.

































ARTICLE BY FRANCIS KIDDLE ON THE 'LARGE MAP'
ISSUES IN STAMP MAGAZINE, FEBRUARY 2003

By Roger Allen

In the February issue of 'Stamp Magazine', Francis Kiddle in his regular Cinderella
Cormner column, gives a fairly comprehensive history of the Lundy ‘Large Maps'
issue of 1936. He obtains most of his information from Michael Bale's fourth
edition of the 'Stamps of Lundy Island' but he also draws upon his own collection.

In his article, Francis mentions the tramtickets and the small air stamps, % puffin
violet and red, and 1 puffin black, that were issued from 1937 to 1939, but the main
thrust of his two page article is the background to the 'Large Maps'. He also gives
the briefest of background information about the island and relates the origins of the
Atlantic Coast Air Services.

Francis is the chairman of the Cinderella Stamp Club and seems to have collections
of just about everything. His Lundy material includes at least one of the FDC's of
the 'Large Map' issue containing all six values. This item is illustrated in his article.
Michael Bale says that only ten such FDC's are known. Francis has other FDC's
with less than all the values on them, and covers signed by R.T. Boyd, one of which
1s also illustrated.

Perhaps the finest Lundy item mentioned in this article is a letter, signed by Boyd
and addressed to a Frank Trestrail dated 10th March 1936. In the letter he replies
to a request for stamps and covers and gives other information. The letter is on the
headed notepaper of the Barnstaple and North Devon Aerodrome, Heanton Court,
which was the home base of the Barnstaple and North Devon Flying Club. Boyd
was the owner of the Aerodrome, proprietor of the Club and operator of the
Atlantic Coast Air Services. The headed notepaper is printed in a violet colour and
is clearly illustrated in the article.

On this letterhead, alongside the address of the Aerodrome, is a map of North
Devon, the Bristol Channel and Lundy, indicating the routes flown by the Air
Service. The map shows several features and places, Barnstaple, Bideford, the
Aerodrome, Lundy and Cardiff. There are two air routes marked on the map by
dotted lines and small aeroplanes; one to Lundy and the other across the Bristol
Channel to Cardiff.
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LUNDY - THE ALTERNATIVE COLLECTION -
PRICED CATALOGUE — NOVEMBER 2002

Reviewed by Stanley Newman

Gerald King, the arch-protagonist of the “Alternative Lundy Collection”
has now published a much enlarged 36-page, A4 size catalogue, unleashed to his
fans at a give away price of £4.50! At first sight, the conservative cover of this
catalogue would consign it to the technical section of one’s bookcase, but open the
catalogue and you would realise that it would be better placed on the section of
your bookcase marked ‘Fiction’!

The humour incorporated in Gerald’s original A5 size catalogue has been
considerably amplified in the new edition. Two examples:-

GUM — Manufactured locally from broken eggs and puffin droppings.
Can vary from clear to brownish yellow with intermediate shades of patchy or
streaky grey or green or even bright pink, depending on puffin diet at the time.
Beware of stamps with original gum washed off and replaced with that made from
pigeon droppings by unscrupulous pigeon fanciers. A comprehensive handbook
detailing the differences in the gum origins is available from most newsagents at
£199.99 +VAT (Editor’s note — Gerald there is no VAT on books nor catalogues!)
1938-43 Issue — Note. The 3d “Opera House” design. The building was erected
in 1877 in honour of the great Lundy composer Guiseppi Puffinini. It is now the
favourite venue of the renowned tenor Luciano Puffinarotti.

Gerald is to be congratulated on his magnificent output of “spoof” Lundy
stamps, Commemorative Covers and Postal Stationery items (many of which are
now commanding very high prices on Internet auctions!) When looking through the
catalogue, don’t be put off by some of the astronomical prices (in £.5.d.) quoted for
some of the stamps. In the introduction, Gerald explains “The prices quoted herein
are for “mint mounted” specimens based on realisations held by Messrs. Hammer,
Pryce & Co. on Easter Island between 1935 and 1960. Beware of unmounted mint
specimens offered with faked hinge marks added”. Gerald has personally assured
me that a list of actual prices required (in decimal currency!) is included in each
catalogue.

My only minor reservation is that the catalogue is published in A4 size,
which doesn’t fit into everyone’s bookshelf. Perhaps a much thicker A5 size might
have been considered, but then that might have inhibited some of the Postal History
illustrations with their hilarious descriptions!

The catalogue can be obtained direct from:-

Gerald King, Cobbler’s Cottage, No.1 The Street, Bramfield, Suffolk, IP19 9HT
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LUNDY FIELD SOCIETY EPHEMERA

NEW SERIES OF CARDS. LUNDY - PEOPLE FROM THE PAST
Produced by the Lundy Field Society.

Available from the island shop or from the Field Society at £3.75 plus postage, is a
new pack of notelets with the above title. These come in four designs and there are
two of each design in the pack, plus envelopes. The designs are in fact photographs
from the Heaven collection belonging to Myrtle Ternstrom and the subjects are
described below.

1

2)

3)

4)

H. Jukes, Coastguard, photographed at the castle about 1920. He composed a
booklet on Lundy, illustrated with his own photographs. The Coastguard
continued the signalling duties on Lundy as from 1909, previously undertaken
by Lloyds. The photograph on the card shows Jukes in naval uniform standing
by the flagpole with lowered flag, and with a baton in his hand. He is standing
on the parade ground south of the castle wall.

John M. McCarthy appears on the second card. He was Old Light principal
keeper from 1884 to 1893. McCarthy wears the silver-buttoned Trinity House
uniform including a cap with badge. His face is amply ornamented with
whiskers and beard. Also with him is his youngest son, Augustus George who
was aged nine in 1893, dressed in cap and ill fitting jacket and looking like a
typical Victorian street boy from London.

Unknown islander collecting gulls eggs. He carries a coiled rope, wears a cap
and is situated some distance down a steep slope. His harvest of eggs lies at his
feet. Myrtle states that the photograph dates from about 1875.

George Thomas came to Lundy from Sennen in Comwall as a seasonal
fisherman some time before 1879. He remained as a resident until 1911. He is
shown on the card carrying two good sized lobsters and wearing a trilby hat,
fisherman’s sweater and sea boots. His catch of lobsters was sold not only to
the island but also to passing ships and on the mainland. He crossed over to
the mainiand in his own ship the ‘Nyanza’ It was George Thomas who built
the original Hanmers, which was cailed ‘The Palace’ in his time. He visited the
island more than once duning Mr. Gade’s early years.

These photographs are not easy to obtain especially the first two, and this set of
cards will be a welcome addition to many collections. Let us hope that Myrtle
opens her archives to more items of this type in the future.
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THE GREAT LUNDY BOTTLE LAUNCH — RESULTS

As you may remember, during last year’s trip to Lundy, the Club organised a
‘Bottle Launch® from the m.s.Oldenburg. The bottles were launched at
approximately mid-channel on the crossings to and from Lundy on 20™ July 2002.
The launch was in-fact a competition to find the bottle that went the furthest and the
prize — a year’s subscription to the Lundy Collectors Club.

Despite your Editors’ fears that none of the bottles would come ashore and if they
did, that nobody would find them or bother to return the slips, a total of nine of the
25 slips eventually found their way back to the Editorial Office by 31" December
2002.

All nine bottles were washed-up along the North Devon coast, some were found
almost immediately and others took a month or two. They were found at various
points along the coast between Lee Bay near Iifracombe to Mouth Mill near
Clovelly. The distances shown below were measured from a point marked on the
map halfway between Ilfracombe Harbour and the Jetty on Lundy.

So now, what you have all been waiting for — the final result in reverse order:-

Position Name Place Found Distance Travelled
g™ Keith Hand Putsborough 7.3 miles

gh Tom Craze Crow Point 8.6 miles

70 Ken Lee Lee Bay 9 miles

6" Bob Harper Westward Hol 11.3 miles

=3 Diana Keast Clovelly 11.7 miles

=3 Roy Bentley Clovelly 11.7 miles

=3 James Thomas  Clovelly 11.7 miles

Joint First Hazel Davies  Greencliff Point 12 miles

Joint First Mike Thompson Greencliff Point 12 miles

Hazel and Mike will both receive a free subscription to the Lundy Collectors Club
for one year.

Well done to the winners and a big thank you to all who participated in the fun.
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ROGER HUDSON
P.O. BOX 172,
COVENTIRY CV6 6NIF
TELHAHONE: 024 7668 6613
FAX: 024 7666 7428

For all Great Britain postal history
including off-shore Islands such as
Lundy, Sark, Herm, Alderney,
Guernsey and Jersey contact ........

ROGER HUDSON

BINDERS FOR YOUR
JOURNALS

Helds 12 JOURNALS'
Bound in mareon leatherette with
gold lettering and loge
£5.00 + p&p (£1.00 UK,
£1.75 Europe)
from the Editoriat Office
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