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BOOK REVIEW

By ‘Stanicus’

CHANNEL ISLAND LOCALS
By Jon Aitchison

For many years collectors of Lundy stamps and Postal History have also collected material
from the other British Offshore Islands. 1t is a fact that today, there are practically as many
collectors of Herm Island as there are of Lundy. Hitherto, those interested in the many
smaller Channel Islands have had to refer to at least three different catalogues, the
Backman/Forrester catalogue dealing with Herm, Jethou, Lihou and Brecqhou, the
Newport/Newman catalogue on Sark and the Newell catalogue on Aldemney.

This has now all changed! Jon Aitchison, who has specialised for many years in stamps of the
Smaller Channel Islands and the French Channel Islands (as well as Lundy!) has now
published a combined 128-page catalogue of the stamps of all the Channel Islands Locals.
These include a few of the currently uninhabited Islands such as Brehon, Ortac, Les Ecrehous
and Les Minquiers (although this is occasionally inhabited). Stamps and covers for these
minute islands were produced either by the late Ken Gibson in the 1980°s, or more recently by
Jon himself on their various excursions by boat to visit these islands, and judging by various
Auction catalogues are still quite collectable.

Following on from the Smaller Channel Islands, Jon devotes a Chapter of the catalogue to the
stamps issued for the French Channel Islands off the Northwest Brittany coast. The foremost
of these are Chausey and Mont St. Michel. The author states that he has deliberately confined
the content of the catalogue to stamp issues, and for the more - wider collected Postal History
of these islands, the Reviewer would refer collectors to the excellent catalogue on the
‘FRENCH ISLANDS' by the late Bill Newport and Tim Whitney, published in 1981.

Other subjects covered by the author are “Shipping Companies and Maritime Mail’, Guernsey
and Jersey Railway Companies also UK Railways serving the C.I., Airline stamps, including
all the BE.A. and Cambnan Airways labels, British and French Postal Strike issues, and
finally various tourism labels, Souvenir sheets and trading stamps issued by island retailers.
Some of these stamps or labels have never been previously catalogued. To end the catalogue
the author has broken his “stamp-only™ policy, by listing the various postal Metermarks of
Herm, Jersey and Guernsey, some of the prices for which will shock you!!

All in all, Jon is to be congratulated on a very fine and worthwhile effort — long overdue.
Collectors can obtain the catalogue from the Author priced at £15.00 plus £1.00 postage and
packing for UK, £2.00 for Europe and £3.00 for the rest of World —~ pavment by UK cheque
or International Moneyv Order. See inside front cover for Jon's address.



LUNDY FIELD SOCIETY AGM.

Report by Roger Allen.

The Annual General Meeting of the Lundy Field Society was held in the
Peter Chalk Centre of Exeter University on Saturday 1 March 2003. About 45
members attended including several members of the Lundy Collectors Club who
hold memberships of both societies. The standard agenda of all AGMs proceeded
without event, as did the reports on the birds, underwater archaeology and other
Lundy matters.

It was not until an officer of the Seabird Recovery Programme, which is
financed by Nature Conservancy and other groups, had finished his report on the
elimination by poisoning of the Black Rat colony on Lundy that the meeting hotted
up. Representatives of an opposing “Save the Black Rats” group proceeded to
harangue the speaker and virtually hyjacked the meeting.

This developed into a heated exchange of serious controversy between the
‘Save the Black Rats’ group and the ‘Poison the Black Rats’ gentleman. We had
learned that there is apparently no shortage of black rats throughout the world but
they are rare in the UK and Lundy has one of the only three thriving colonies, or
rather, it did have. English Nature has covered the island with little square hard
blocks of poisoned grain that apparently only the rats will eat, thus leaving the rare
pygmy shrews unharmed. The save-the-ratters continued to raise the temperature
of the meeting until they were, in their turn, put down by Roger Chapple, the
Chairman.

Although not available at the meeting, Roger Chapple announced that the
S1* Annual Report, covering the two years 2000 and 2001 had been sent out that
week to members, and that the 52™ Report for 2002 would be ready by October
this year. These reports are of course full of articles of a scholarly scientific nature
but seldom contain anything that would excite a collector.

Shortly before the meeting finished, Roger Allen stood up to give a short
comment on the activities of the Lundy Collectors Club and explained that our
journals covered many more aspects of Lundy than just stamp collecting. He
suggested that the two sister Societies overlapped somewhat in their activities and
he recommended that real Lundy enthusiasts should join both.

The Lundy Collectors Club in fact had a table in the foyer of the Centre
with copies of The New Puffin Journal on display, together with membership forms
and other material. Sharon Read also had a small collection of her paintings on

view and Roger Allen had brought along a couple of albums of historic letters and
other Lundy ephemera.






In early August 1916 Lance Corporal 4/8865 Felix W. Gade, as he then was, was
recommended for a commission in the Special Reserve of Officers of the 5™
Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers. His appointment as Second Lieutenant in that
Regiment was confirmed on the 4™ November 1916, eleven months after his
enlistment. Before Christmas of this same year Felix was to leave his wife and
young child for service in France.

By now the real conditions endured by our soldiers at the front was beginning to
reach the general population of our Island. Certainly the horrendous number of
casualties could no longer be hidden or shrouded in patriotic fervour. The awful
battles of the Somme had now been raging for over four months. The slaughter was
becoming evident. It was the time that few families did not have, or know, of
friends or relatives that were killed or injured. Discharged crippled soldiers were
now a common sight. Emergency and convalescent hospitals were springing up
everywhere. Inflation raged. A worrying and difficult time for those left at home as
well as for those such as Temporary Second Lieutenant F. W. Gade, off to
command for the first time in a foreign country in the worst war the world had ever
known.

Although it was his first period of service in the field, 2nd Lieutenant Gade was not
long in joining the action. He was now serving with the 8" Battalion, the Royal
Fusiliers, and it was with them that he displayed the gallantry in the face of the
enemy that was to win him the Military Cross. The Supplement to the Edinburgh
Gazette of 19" September 1917, reads as follows;

2nd Lt. Felix William Gade, R. Fus., Spec. Res.

For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty when in charge of an attack. He
successfully captured the objective, which was counter-attacked by the enemy
during the night, a few of them succeeding in entering the trench. At a critical
moment he met some of the enemy rushing down the trench towards him,
whereupon he promptly fired his “Very " light pistol into the face of the foremost
one, so startling him that he turned and was killed by (his) own men. His conduct
and coolness throughout the night, under very heavy and continuous fire, were
splendid examples to all ranks.






Book 15 Folio 6 CONFIDENTIAL.
2.A.

Reference (A.G3) Dated March 17" 1919

Name in full. Felix William Gade.

Rank at time of Capture Lieutenant

Date of Capture ~ 30/11/17

Place of Capture. Bauteux Ridge. (near) Bauteux.

If wounded or otherwise. No

*Company etc “4” Coy. Unit 8" Royal Fusiliers 36" Brigade
12" Division

Whether Escaped or Repatriated. ~ Repatriated

Date of Escape or Repatriation 13/12/18

Date of arrival in England. 25-12-18

Present Address 19 Westmead Road, Sutton, Surrey

*(Note:- refers to Unit etc in which serving at time of capture).

PROOF READING — TEST RESULTS!

Wrong there are six and can be found in the following words:-
FINISHED, FILES, SCIENTIFIC and OF which appears 3 times and gives a total
of SIX.

Thanks for your patience — Ed.
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Issue 11 (January 1964) of “The Puffin, Newsletter of The Lundy Specialists’
Society” an item by Barry Chinchen appears in which he describes the various
experiments which he carried out to produce a “blue”. Having succeeded, by
leaving a specimen in the sun for several weeks, he had a faded, dull grey-blue
specimen. Barry Chinchen then compared this stamp to one owned by Fred
Bloedow, a fellow LSS member, which was overprinted for the Wright Brothers
issue and found it “to be of a turquoise blue, quite unlike my faded specimen”.

Mr Chinchen did succeed by means of dipping a corner of the stamp in detergent —
no effect, but then he steamed the stamp and “the gum under the comer, which had
been coated with detergent, went pink, and when the paper had dried the ink above
this was turquoise blue”.

On page 16 we have a block of the Six Puffin Blue showing all six-transfer types.
The gum is undisturbed and shows the normal diagonal streakiness of the 1930
issues. There is no evidence of any lingering red or mauve pigment, even under
magnification. No conclusion can be drawn from this however as it may equally be
a block originally printed in mauve and then later changed in some way which did
not affect the gum. The block certainly shows no sign of interference.

An early catalogue published by Mr Windeatt, lists, and prices, the 6 Puffin Blue as
number 6a and also as number 53h with the ‘V+Plane’ overprint. There is no listing
of my IX Anniversary stamp.

I have a letter written by the eminent American collector, Roger Chicorz in which
he describes leaving mauve stamps in the Colorado sun at 5,200 feet elevation. He
states that they turned blue. He then made the statement that not all turned fully
blue, some showing evidence of the red pigment so perhaps, he says, there were
two ink types used, one of which had a more stable red pigment. I have also heard
this unlikely theory expressed elsewhere but I cannot now find the source.

There you have it — all the evidence I could find — you make your own mind up.

Editor’s note:- Readers interested in the 6-Puffin blue are referred to the two-page
article on this stamp, in the Summer 1997 issue of The New Puffin Journal.
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Type 4 Oval cachet, 36x20mm (Newman DS-2)

There seems to be some confusion between this oval cachet and the similarly
inscribed plate in the Lundy meter mark. 1 believe the cachet itself was used only
from April to June 1974, and that most or all of the later dates (October 1974 to
December 1979) noted in descriptions in auction catalogues probably refer to the
oval Delayed plate in the meter mark. However, I am ready to be proved wrong
and would welcome photocopies of any of the actual use of the oval cachet after
June 1974. The latest date recorded so far is 23 June 1974.

Type 5 Circular cachet, 22.5mm diameter (Newman DS-3)
Meter date Lundy date stamp Notes
20 December 1974 -

2 March 1975 - Type 4 may also have been

apphed

Type 6 Circular cachet, 22.5mm diameter (Newman DS-4)

Meter date

13 December 1982
22 November 1983
30 November 1983
5 March 1984

19 May 1984

?

?

30 March 1987

16 December 1987
8 April 1988

?

?

1 November 1993
18 December 1993
?

?

21 November 1994
19 May 1995

Lundy hand stamp
11 December 1982
22 November 1983
29 November 1983
?

?

25 April 1985

23 October 1986

? November 1986
30 March 1987

16 December 1987
7 April 1988

27 November 1992
4 December 1992
31 October 1993
17 December 1993
5 April 1994

24 June 1994

19 November 1994
18 May 1995
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Incoming cover

Unaddressed cover
Unaddressed cover












On page 16 appears that well-known and quite weird map of Lundy. It would
appear that the artist of this map, a certain Mr. Emest Dudley Chase, of Winchester,
Massachusetts, either did not know the real shape of the island or he just ignored it.
He makes Lundy fat and short, although all the tiny pictures on the map of the
church, castle, lighthouse etc. are perfectly drawn miniatures.

On page 32 of the handbook, a letter from Martin Coles Harman to Ralph A
Kimble, editor of the American Philatelist, praises to the heavens this work by
Stanard who, he says, 1s entitled to be recognized as the world’s authority on Lundy
postal issues. ‘Lundy Island and the Lundy Locals’ says MCH, can be accepted as
the standard work on the subject. The final page of the book has a very unusual
Special Acknowledgement It is addressed to the printer, J. W. Stowell of
Federalsburg, Maryland and acknowledges the personal interest of the printer and
his unusual craftsmanship in the production of philatelic books.

I have this handbook in two different versions. It was first printed in October 1938
and bound in buff imitation leather card. There were 50 copies of this version and it
is stated that they were for the Press. Page 2 of this version contains only the text
‘Copyright, 1938. By John D. Stanard, Chattanooga, Tenn.” My copy has the
additional manuscript dedication as follows:- 'For my friend, Reverend Thos.
Brewster, as a philatelic reminder of his visit to Chattanooga. Sincerely, John D.
Stanard. May 22, 1940.” On page 12 of my copy, Stanard has stuck down a gutter
block of four of the first % puffin stamps and he has inscribed with his name and
‘Chattanooga, Tenn. May 22 1940’.

Also in October 1938, the handbook was printed with dark maroon covers in
thicker card than the other version. There were 450 of this printing and on page 2
there is additional printed text reading ‘This Edition Consists of 50 Unnumbered
Press Copies and 450 Serially Numbered Library Copies, of Which This Is No......”
My copy is numbered 403.

Lundy Island and the Lundy Locals had in fact previously been serialised in the
American Philatelist in five separate issues from May to September 1938 The first
page of each of the five serialisations contained the aenal photograph of Lundy that
was later used on the first page of the October 1938 handbook. There are many
textual revisions between the later handbook and this serialised version.
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LUNDY ARCHIVE

The Archive item this time is an interesting extract from a letter sent by Martin
Coles Harman, the then owner of Lundy, to the Lundy Field Society ini950 and
has touched on several topical subjects without any modern day political
correctness.

... My last year’s suggestion for the re-opening of the Island siding path through
the rhododendrons was carried out to the general advantage. I hope that this year
new members may be reminded of their responsibility to give half a day to keeping
this path clear and of continuing it in a northward direction.

The uninitiated often refer to Lundy as ‘Lundy Island’, forgetting that ‘Lunde’
means puffin and ‘y’ or ‘ey’ means Island. I hope members will help me to combat
this practice. As the British Post Office insist on perpetuating the error we shall
never quite succeed, but we can at least do our best.

M.V Lerina will not be in commission in 1951. The Margaret Rose, owner Mr
Stribling, Master Archibald Hooper, will serve the Island from Bideford Quay.

There will be an air service from Chivenor owing to the initiative and enterprise of
Mr ] E L. Drabble, telephone number Braunton 435 and 421.

The Boundaries Commission has recommended that the inhabitants of Lundy should
be given a parliamentary vote and that Lundy should be incorporated for that
purpose in the Torrington Division.

From the point of view of the Islanders and of the Society I scent trouble, for if
these people force the vote down the Islanders’ necks they may thereafter claim to
be able to interfere in Island policy. ... .
....... I carefully questioned everyone on the Island without in any way pressing my
own views, and this without seeking to discover what the particular person’s
political views were (which I hold would be wrong for an employer to do). 1 found
remarkable unanimity. They just don’t want the vote. They want to be left alone to
grapple with the daily problems. .. ...

_....England suffers already from too many cooks. The addition of a further dozen
or so more cooks from Lundy is unlikely to improve the broth.
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ROGER HUDSON
P.O. BOX 172,
COVENTIRY CV6 6NIF
TELHAHONE: 024 7668 6613
FAX: 024 7666 7428

For all Great Britain postal history
including off-shore Islands such as
Lundy, Sark, Herm, Alderney,
Guernsey and Jersey contact ........

ROGER HUDSON

BINDERS FOR YOUR
JOURNALS

Helds 12 JOURNALS'
Bound in mareon leatherette with
gold lettering and loge
£5.00 + p&p (£1.00 UK,
£1.75 Europe)
from the Editoriat Office
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