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LETTERS T0 THE EDITOR

Additional Information on Previously Published Article and Query

Jim Mullett's article titled "Lundy And Atlantic Coast Airlines" on Page 8 of the
Summer 2002 issue mentioned that the first news of a L.A.C.A.L. stamp shortage
occurred on 7th March 1939 when L. Pitman was refused his order for a supply of
50 Y2d stamps (presumably N18). Jim surmised that this "lack of stamps situation
came to a head on about 19th or 20th February 1939 when Mr. Gade the island
agent had no recourse but to endorse the mail manuscript 'AIR FEE PAID'." I
hoped to find a cover in my collection with this endorsement, particularly after Jim
stated, "So far only two pieces of mail are thought to have survived with this very
rare endorsement.” Alas, I do not have one of these; however, I have three covers
serviced during this period franked with N18, which causes me to wonder if some
of the '4d stamps were in fact still available on Lundy during this period.

The information on my covers is as follows: (1) an outward plain postcard
typewritten dated "February 24th 1939" from Mr. Gade to Oxford, franked with
N18(a) (the rare "Attantic" overprint error) cancelled type Db and Lundy Y%p first
definitive postmarked type Fa 24 FEB 1939, (2) an outward plain envelope with
typewritten "BY AIR MAIL" cachet to Sweden, franked with N18 cancelled type
Db and Lundy Ysp first definitive postmarked type Fa 25 FEB 1939, and (3) an
inward plain envelope from Peterborough, Northants. postmarked 13th March
1939, franked with N18 cancelled type Db and Lundy Y2p first definitive
postmarked type Fa 18 MAR 1939. These covers do not necessarily prove Mr.
Gade still had some copies of N18 available on Lundy during this period before the
31st March 1939 issuance of the Y2d red (N19) because a number of these stamps
(N18) still may have been available at the L.A.C.A L. Office and, upon receipt of
these covers, the stamps could have been affixed and cancelled there instead of by
Mr. Gade on Lundy.

Jim Mullet's "Letter to the Editor" titled "Tramtickets Issued on 1st April 1935" on
Page 6 of the Spring 2003 issue stated, "It would be interesting to know how many
(Tramticket) stamps and covers were actually used in April and to try to find out the
earliest recorded date of use since there are no FDCs of this issue." Editor James
Thomas replied that he will (eventually) start a survey on this issue. I want to point
out that such a compilation of tramtickets already exists, The Tramticket Register
(started by Barry Chinchen, continued by the late lan Wilkinson, and now in
Michael Bale's possession). So, one can query the entries of this important census as
a great starting point! Michael Bale continually updates The Tramticket Register
and provides TNP.J with summary listings, the latest of which appeared on Pages 11
and 12 of the Autumn 2002 issue.













Colour changelings of the 6-puftin first definitive brought about by adulteration due
to chemical exposure are another matter. As Barry Chinchen pointed out, these are
a turquoise-blue colour, completely unlike the blue colour brought about by
exposure to sunhght. Immersion in detergent is not necessary to produce the
turquoise-blue changeling. A careful misting of the surface of the stamp with a
commercial water-base detergent or household cleaner that contains non-ionic
surfactants (such as “Formula 409 All - Purpose Cleaner™) (1 think that this must be
an American product - Ed) will result in a mint, original gum example of the
turquoise-blue changeling if one 1s careful at not exposing the gum side to the
detergent.

The existence of an initial blue printing by Bradbury Wilkinson and Co. is folklore
perpetuated by Charles Thornley and John D. Stanard, both of whom had something
to gain by this story (as they possessed blue examples of the 6-puffin stamp). My
principal arguments against an initial blue printing are:

1) Felix Gade’s contention that no blue 6p stamps were delivered to and available
on Lundy,

2) Violet to mauve stamps of many countries (e.g., R.S A ) are subject to result in
blue changelings (these are well documented in the philatelic literature) and

3) The first definitive plate proofs in issued colours on ungummed, thinnish buft
paper (ex-Stanard, ex-Ulrich and now in the Bale Collection) all have the
identical colours as the issued stamps and the 6-puffin is printed in mauve!

If the so called “first printing of the 6-puffin stamps were done in blue, why isn’t the
colour proof of the 6p definitive (which presumably was printed before the stamps
were and was a final determinate of the issue colour) printed in blue rather than in
mauve?! Furthermore, if you believe the folklore that Bradbury initially printed
some sheets of the 6p stamp in blue (either by design or in error), these stamps
would be indistinguishable from the colour changelings brought about by exposure
to sunlight.

Additionally, some WWII overprints exist on blue 6p stamps. These too are colour
changelings brought about by exposure to sunlight. The 6p stamps used for the
1953 “Coronation overprint issue are from a different (posthumous) printing, not
the 1930 printing These “mauve” stamps were printed using a completely ditferent
dyestuff formulation and do not result in colour changes to blue or turquoise-blue
when subjected to sunlight or chemicals.
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THE STARCH FOR THE TRAWLER TH.E.

By The Shipping Correspondent Tom Baker

Introduction

Over the last thirty years I have heard mention of a trawler which supplied Lundy
during the war years; on asking many Lundy connected people not much
information was known about this Brixham trawler. So I thought it was time this
Lundy supply boat took its place in Lundy’s maritime history.

The three boats, which were linked with supplying Lundy during the war years, are
the Lerina, Anna-Vesta and the THE. Most Lundy collectors know about the
Lerina but not the Anna-Vesta and the TH.E. The Anna-Vesta will be my next
maritime project.

Morphology of the T.H.E
Robert Jackman built the T.H.E. at Galmpton near Brixham up the river Dart.

There were two basic sizes, the smaller type were generally around 70 feet long on
deck and were known as “Mules” or “Mumble bees”. The really big smacks often
ran up to 78 feet, representing a considerable increase in tonnage.

The T.H.E. was of “mule” class and had a port mark of BM 275. She was built in
1907 for Thomas Harris, a Brixham fisherman who named her T.H.E. after his wife
and daughters, Teresa, Henrietta and Elizabeth.

The official number was 125109, which was registered in 1907.

Length 61.5 feet
Beam 17.1 feet
Depth 7.4 feet

Although normally black in colour she was painted grey and the letters T H.E were
red with the rear end in blue. The hull form was typical for a Westcountry working
vessel of the day. The bow was long, fine and not too deep. The straight keel
raked deeper as it approached the stern post, giving a draught at the helm of 9-10
feet.
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