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THE 6.P.0. “LUNDY ISLAND" THIMBLE DATESTAMPS

By Roger S. Cichorz

Introduction

Ten years ago James Thomas sent me an inquiry for the “Questions and
Answers” feature of the now defunct Lundy Collectors Club Philatelic
Quarterly, however, my “answer’ became so involved and lengthy, |
considered it best to present the information as a feature article which is
reprinted below. James wrote:

| acquired a Great Britain 1912 1%d Royal Cipher stamp
cancelled by a good, clear, centrally positioned upright
“LUNDY ISLAND” thimble date stamp. Around the top
half of the perimeter are the words “LUNDY ISLAND” and
horizontally across the lower half is the date “13 FE” with
“19” underneath. According to Newman, the type Ac
canceller was used from 1920 until the closure of the
G.P.O. in 1927, but this stamp is clearly cancelled 1919.
Do you know of other examples of this canceller having
been used before 1920, and, if so, is there a date earlier
than February 13, 19197

James Thomas’ query about the early (February 13, 1919) use of the type
Ac thimble postmark set me scrambling for information. To begin with,
Stanley Newman simply repeated in Postal History, Postmarks & Cachets
of Lundy Island information about the types Aa through Ac postmarks that
appears in Barry Chinchen’s A Catalogue of Lundy Stamps. The dates of
use of the types Aa and Ab cancellers were established from G.P.O.
records (initially reported by Chinchen in The Puffin, Newsletter of the
Lundy Specialists’ Society, Number 20, Summer 1970, pages 3-22). No
record of the third (type Ac) canceller has been found in G.P.O. archives
and the date of its introduction is unknown. J. A. G. Watson (Puffin -
Lundy Specialist Society, Number 22, 1971, page 22) suggested a date of
between 1912 and 1917 with a possible 1915 use Chinchen initially
suggested this canceller was introduced sometime after 1915 (op. cit,,
page 3), but, perhaps influenced by the lack of records in the G.P.O.
archives for its introduction between 1915 and 1920, he subsequently
settled on 1920 (The Puffin, Number 21, 1971, page 46). The evidence |
present in this article suggests this canceller was introduced and in use by
July 1914.
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Pretiminary Findings, Observations, and Conjecture

Newman's Postal History, Postmarks & Cachets of Lundy Island reports a
gap of five years (1915 through 1919) between uses of the types Ab and
Ac cancellers, but the Lundy sub-office was operating (albeit not too
actively) during that period, so one or the other (or both) canceller types
had to be in use during those years. | compiled a preliminary census of
G.P.O. "LUNDY ISLAND” postmarks on items offered in auction
catalogues and dealers’ price lists, items appearing in The Puffin and
other literature, and from examples in the collections of L.C.C. members
(Jim Mullett, George Fabian, Michael Bale, and me ]

The “American” date format (*month/day/year’) was switched to the
“French/English” date format (“day/month/year’} sometime after May 4,
1914, with an eariiest recorded “French/English” strike of July 20, 1914
("20 JY/14™). This change in date arrangement appears to have occurred
concurrently with the start of World War | (July 1914), which may be mere
coincidence, and remained into effect until the cessation of the Lundy sub-
office on December 31, 1927

For purposes of the discussion, | assumed that the distinguishing
characteristic between the types Ab and Ac cancellers is the date
arrangement (i.e., "month/day” for type Ab and “day/month” for type Ac). If
this is indeed the case, then the earliest recorded use of the type Ab
canceller is July 20, 1914 (*20 JY/14"). However, readers are cautioned
that the date arrangement may not be the distinguishing characteristic
between the type Ab and Ac cancellers, as it may be the characteristics of
the circle (which changed in time because of wear and deterioration
through use) that distinguishes the two types.

Apparently, the date slugs (i.e., month and day) in the types Ab and Ac
cancellers are interchangeable. For evidence, | offer a “31 MR/15” strike
in the census that | attributed as type Ac, but it lacks the clean circle
characteristic of the early strikes of type Ac, instead having a thickened
bottom arc and noticeable wear at the top of the circle that is more
characteristic of later strikes of the type Ab canceller Readers are
cautioned, however, that the amount of ink applied to the canceller, force
(intensity) of the strike, and characteristics of the paper of the receiving
item (softness, porosity, sizing, etc.) all influence the appearance of the
postmark.
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Arguably, the type Ac canceller may have been introduced at a later date
after a possible change in the date arrangement occurred in the type Ab
canceller. | also have a strike of the type Ac canceller with the date “SP 7"
[the year slug was left out, but, fortunately, the postcard message is
endorsed “5/9/27" (September 5, 1927), so the year presumably is 1927].
However, this is the only (thus far) recorded exception to the “day month”
arrangement found after 1913, so it may be a posthumous favour strike of
the type Ab canceller

The "month day” slug arrangement may be fixed (non-interchangeable) in
the type Aa canceller as the “American” format appears in the three
recorded strikes. There are insufficient strikes recorded at present,
however, to demonstrate this with any certainty.

Code Letters in G.P.O. Lundy Postmarks

Newman's and Chinchen’s Catalogues and Chinchen’'s article in The
Puffin Number 20 indicate the Lundy type Aa canceller has a code letter
“C” and the type Ab canceller has a code letter “A” or “P” (representing
“‘am.” or "“p.m.”). However, Jim Mullet's type Aa strike from 1889 has the
code letter “A”, and the type Ab strikes with the code letters “A” and “P” are
recorded only during 1907 and early 1908. Strikes of the type Ac
canceller with a code letter are presently unrecorded.

Instow Transit Markings on Lundy Outward Mail

The application of Instow transit markings alongside the Lundy thimbies on
G.P.O -serviced mail from Lundy via Instow appears consistent from 1892
through 1911, with only nine exceptions among 76 applicable covers in the
census. Sometime during 1912, the Instow post office appears to have
discontinued its practice of applying transit markings to mail from Lundy.
Of the 38 post-1911 covers in the census, only two confirmed exceptions™
have Instow markings: a Lundy-postmarked “10 SP/20" postcard has an
Instow circular date stamp of the same date, and a Lundy-postmarked “25
JY/24" postcard has an Instow circular date stamp of the following day.
Interestingly, a second Lundy-postmarked “10 SP/20” postcard, which in
all likelihood was placed in the same mail stream, lacks an Instow transit
marking. Not all post-1911 Lundy mail went via Instow, however, and
information about the other routes appears in the next section and later in
this article.
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The one cover in the census in this category (postmarked “16 OC 17— a
Tuesday) lacks an Instow marking; however, all of the other WWil-era
covers in the census lack an Instow marking as well, further evidence that
the Instow post office’s practice of routinely placing receiving marks on
Lundy outward covers had ceased by then.

A sole 1912 Wednesday-postmarked item in the census was routed via
Instow as indicated by an Instow transit marking, but two 1913 items with
postmarks corresponding to Tuesdays (that according to schedule had to
go via Instow) had no Instow markings. In fact, during 1913 through 1919,
there are no Instow transit markings on any of the 14 items in the census.

In the census, four applicable covers without Instow markings have Lundy
postmarks with three of the same dates (“JU 26 06,” “JY 25 09,” and “AU
17 11") as other covers with Instow markings. These items certainly
entered into the same mail stream as their Instow-transit-marked
counterparts, so | attribute their lack of markings to misses by the Instow
post office rather than to alternate routing via Bristol or some other post
office.

As pointed out earlier in this article, it is interesting to note that of the two
post-1920 covers with Instow markings, one should have a same-date
counterpart (“10 SP 20") without an Instow marking. | do not believe the
1920 cover lacking the Instow transit marking, or, for that matter, any of
the other post-1920 covers without markings, experienced alternate
routing via Bristol or some other post office and am certain most went via
Instow.

Additional discussion of pre-WWI instow and Bristol routings appears later
in the section titled “Lundy Postmarks in Context with Contemporary
G.P.O. Mail Services.” It is known that the aforementioned steamship
schedule for Bristol and Instow sailings was in effect by June 1912 when
the Bideford and Bristol Steamship Company assumed the G.P.O. Lundy
mail contract, but it is uncertain if this schedule was maintained during
WWIL.  In summary, only from early 1912 and during WWI (July 1914
through August 1918) when the contemporary Post Office Guides indicate
Lundy mails were dispatched to Bristol on Mondays, were Bristol routings
routine for G.P.O. Lundy outward mail.
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Census of G.P.O. “Lundy Island” Circular Date Stamps
(“Thimble” Postmarks)

Lundy Date (Day) Instow Postmark Reference/Comments

Type Aa Strikes

DE 7 86/C (Tu)

SP 23 89/A (M)

SP 8 92/A (Th)

Type Ab Strikes

AU 3 93/A (Th)

SP 8 92/B

strike (canceller distributed

AP 15 99 (Sa)
JY 2 03 (Th)

SP 24 03 (Th)
JU 30 04 (Th)

JU 30 04 (Th)

JY 21 04 (Th)
JY 24 04 (Su)
FE 9 05 (Th)

JY 11 05 (Tu)

AP 16 99/A s/c
JY 3 03/A slc

SP 25 03/A slc
JU 20 04/C s/c

JU 20 04/C sic

JY 22 04/B s/c
JY 24 04/C s/c
FE 10 05/A s/c
none
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G.P.O. records reference
strike (canceller distributed)

to Cardiff post office)/Puffin,
No. 20, page 4

type Aa strike on small
stampless piece

Mullett Collection/ex-CILA #13
(11/27/1989)

card to London via Instow
Puffin, No. 22, page 25

G.P.O. records reference
strike (canceller distributed to
Barnstaple post office)/Puffin,
No. 20, page 4

Bale Collection/ex-Ulrich/ex-
Turnpenny/Puffin, No.18, p.6
registered cover/Mullett
collection

CILA #9 (11/27/86)

CILA #13 (11/27/89)
probably erroneous Instow
date

card message endorsed “24"
June” so Instow postmark “20”
date is erroneous/RSC
collection/ex-CILA #25
(3/20/96)

Mullett Collection

Fabian Coliection

RSC Collection

Puffin Stamps#3 (2/13/97)
three strikes of Ab present















Type Ac Strikes (continued)

14 8P 23 (F) none Negev #5 (11/19/92)
11 AP 24 (F) none RSC Coliaction

25JY 24 (F) 26 JY 24/A cds Bale Collection

1 AU 25 (Sa) none Puffin, No, 19, p. 3/two

strikes of Ac present
card message endorsed

“31/7125

11 AU 26 (W) none Fabian Collection

13 AU 28 (F) ——m IPPA #8 (3/11/88)inverted
‘AU 13"/KGV 1d stamp
only

13 AU 26 (F) none CILA #12 (5/5/89)

20 JY 27T (W) nong Mullett Collection/ex-
Negev #6 (5/27/93)

SP 7 (27) (W) none RSC Collection/no year

slug “27” in Lundy cds,

but card message is

endorsed "5/9/27”
Notes:

IA, IC, or /P after a Lundy date indicates the code letter appears in
the Lundy cds.

/A, 1B, or IC after an Instow date indicates the code letter appears in
the Instow cds or sfc.

[Absence of a “/etter” entry after a Lundy or Instow date indicates no
code letter is in the postmark.]

Instow postmark types: s/c = squared-circle datestamp, cds = circular
datestamp (“thimble”).

[A “none” entry in the Instow Postmark column indicates there is no
Instow marking on the item.]

Reference column notes the sale in which the item was initially
offered.

[Unsold items were sometimes reoffered and sold in subsequent sales
(but not indicated in notes).]

Duplicated eniries with same dates are different items (verified
through lot descriptions/photos).
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LUNDY POST DURING THE OWNERSHIP OF THE HEAVEN FAMILY

By Myrtle Ternstrom

We have no letters or covers surviving from before 1836, so can only
surmise that mail to and from Lundy depended on an admixture between
any boat which might be retained or hired to serve the island, and any
boats which happened to put into the island on passage up or down the
Bristol Channel. The earliest covers still existing are those sent by the
agent on Lundy, William Melbon, to William Hudson Heaven in
Clevedon, which were pages folded and sealed without envelopes or
stamps, and are post-marked "Bideford" between 1836 and 1839.

The family instituted a “Letter Box” which was the receptacle for all their
personal mail sent to, and received from, the mainland. It was important
to them that the timing of the mail boats should be such that they could
receive and answer letters by the same post, and later their want of
enthusiasm for the services of the G.P.O. was largely due to the lack of
this facility. The sending and receiving of letters was not confined to this
one vessel - people on Lundy even now sometimes avail themselves of
the services of boats and ships at anchor in the Bay when they need to
send something off the island before the next post is due; this resort
would have been even more useful and necessary before fleet steamship
and before telegraphic communication. The main difference between then
and now was in the number of opportunities offered - the Bristol Channel
ports enjoyed a busy trade, and during the nineteenth century there are
numerous references to the presence of large numbers of ships in the
Bay; 40, 60 and even more than 100 vessels are mentioned. Besides the
sea-going ships there were fishing-boats, coasters, tugs and the essential
pilot-boats. Whether the passage of such mail was paid for can be only a
matter of speculation; it is probable that such services would have been
reciprocated by gifts of such things found on the island as would have
been welcome to a ship's crew, such as fresh food and "refreshments"
from the Store. We do not know whether islanders other than members of
the Heaven family were ever charged by either the boatman or the Squire
for the cost of any of their mails carried to and from the island - certainly
there is no mention of such charges anywhere, and in a period of very
limited literacy among the working classes the amount of such mail would
probably have been very small indeed. There is one scandalised mention
of a £5 charge by one boat to take an islander to the mainland to fetch a
doctor who was urgently needed.
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Trinity House carried supplies and mail for their own personnel, and at
times when part of the island was let to a tenant, he was responsible for
his own transport of goods and, presumably, mails. Hence the Granite
Company, during its tenancy, employed the Ogmore to serve its needs.

We know little of the Lundy mails before 1870, when the Heaven diaries
began. In 1870 the transport of mails and supplies was contracted to a Mr.
Bragge who employed a skiff, the Ranger for the crossing. He terminated
his contract at Michaelmas 1871, but he then continued to serve the island
by contract with Trinity House until he retired in 1877, when that contract
was taken over by Mr. Cox, who used the Chance out of Appledore. In
1871, the Heaven contract was given to a Mr. Fishwick, who sailed what
was known as a ‘fore-and-after,” the Mary, which was lost in 1872
Following this, loss, Mr. Fishwick first chartered a smack called the Muffy,
and then he sub-contracted to Captain William Dark, who sailed a trawler,
the Chase - this was the beginning of an association between the Dark
family and Lundy which lasted until the death of Captain Fred Dark in
1942. The sub-contract did not last for long, and was replaced by a direct
contract between Captain Dark and Mr. Heaven for a regular service to
Lundy from Instow. The service was supposed to be weekly on Thursdays,
but the weather is no respecter of contracts and there are many references
in the diaries to the non-appearance, unexpected appearances, delays,
sudden departures, prolonged passages, and other vexations that seemed
to be an inescapable part of island transport. At that time there were two
services carrying mail for Lundy: the Heaven family mait was direct to
Instow, carried to and from the istand in their private box, taken to and
collected from the mainiand post office at Instow by Captain Dark; and the
Trinity House mails carried by Captain Cox in the Chance from Appledore.
In November 1878 Captain Dark brought to Lundy his new cutter, the
Gannet, that replaced the Chase and remained in his service in attending
Lundy until 1911 when the Rev Heaven retired to Torrington.

In 1886, Mr. Wright was tenant of the farm, the Store, and the entire
island except for the part of the estate kept for the private use of the
Heaven family. He entered into negotiations with the G.P.O. to establish
a regular mail service to the island, and a post office on the island itself.
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