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EDITORIAL

2008 has been a year of respite for the Lundy Collectors Club, however,
that hasn't meant that we have done nothing. Three well organised
meetings, three professionally prepared auctions, the annual competitions
and of course three Journals, that is our core business but in addition we
had another day trip to Lundy and a souvenir stamp booklet to celebrate
the 50th birthday of the Oldenburg.

Next year is going to be another special year which will include a five day
stay on Lundy in November. Keith has already organised the trip and we
are now planning the programme of events which will be a mix of Lundy
related talks, displays, pub quiz and auction. As the stay is for five days
an event, yet to be organised, will be put on to tie the whole week together
and of course there will be prizes, Lundy related of course!

This meeting is already fully booked but if you would like to attend please
write to Keith Hand at 19, Gloucester Road, Bagshot, Surrey, GU19 5LT to
have your name inciuded on the reserve list.

This is not the only event that the Club is promoting next year as we are
already planning a full programme as we have enjoyed for many years
now.

The date of our next meeting at Eastleigh has had to be changed for
reasons beyond our control and will now be on Sunday 26" October 2008,
so please accept our apologies for any inconvenience and hope that you
can still attend.

_Jamés

Autumn 2008 Meeting
26" October 2008
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The photo competition had regretfully not resulted in many photos. With
the Oldenburg still in dry dock we could not take any new ones. We looked
through the photo archive Landmark has for their marketing activities. It
consisted of over 50 photographs with the ship on, but | immediately saw
that only a very few could even be thought of to use for stamps. | went
through all my own photos. | called James and asked him what he had. He
very kindly sent a good selection by return post.

In the discussions both Lundy and | wished to show the ship not only from
different angles, but also her carrying out her different duties as passenger
ship, transporting cargo (including living sheep!) and also at the new
Lundy Jetty. Lundy was also keen to show her history, perhaps with a
photo from her German years. All this did not make the selection of photos
easy.

How to manage? The early German years actually proved to be the
easiest, as James had earlier had helped with some photos from this
period, including a colour post card showing the ship painted all in white.
This old postcard was easy to select as a motif for one stamp.

Before going into the other pictures selected, | have to mention there was
another important reason for doing a new stamp set: Lundy was getting
short of stamps in certain denominations! Also the 1% class stamp of 2002
was running short. To make it even harder my friend John Hoiman, editor
of The British Philatelic Bulletin, told us that the British GPO was to
announce increased postal rates later in the spring.

Already in connection with the Montagu issue increasing the Lundy postal
rate from 6 puffin to 10 puffin had been discussed. With all GPO increases
and general increases of costs it was decided to do this now in connection
with the Oldenburg issue. This made one of the denominations of the
stamps easy: 10 puffin, as the quantities left of older 10 puffin stamps were
very low.
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After sorting out the new Lundy and GPO postal rates, it became clear that
6 new stamps would be needed, and in the following denominations: 10
puffin (Lundy postage), 34 puffin (2nd class), 44 puffin (1St class), 47 puffin
(UK 100 grams large letters, for sending brochures), 59 puffin (Europe
rate) and 65 puffin (overseas rate).

Back to the photographs selected, for the 34 p value we chose one with
the ship on the River Torridge on a very calm day. Notice the mirror-image
of the ship in the water. The 44 p is of the ship at open sea. This is the
photo also used for one of the postal stationary cards issued in 1993. We
could regretfully not find the actual negative so we had to use one of the
issued cards as original.

The photo we used for the top value was actually taken with the thought
that it perhaps could be a stamp motif one day. | took that when going back
from our summer visit in 2006. The view is well known to us all having
visited Lundy: the island in sunset on the horizon from the rear of the
Oldenburg, when returning to the maintand. Regretfully the colours on the
photo did not come out equally strong on the printed stamp. Interesting
that even at stamp size, we can see the sea-gull sitting on the flag-mast.

To find some good photos of the Oldenburg at the new jetty was rather
difficuit. We were also limited by the format — all stamps having the same.
We finally decided to go for two, one close up of the ship at the jetty (10
puffin) and one photo showing the whole Landing Bay from Marisco Castle
with a person in the foreground making it easier to understand the scale of
the scenery.
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SOME RECOLLECTIONS OF A LUNDY COLLECTOR/DEALER
PART 2 - THE MIDDLE YEARS

By Michael Bale

Part one of the story concluded with the early part of our Lundy
collecting/dealing from 1950 to the 1960’s when we sold the balance of our
Lundy stock to a London wholesaler. For the next twenty years we
concentrated our resources exclusively on dealing with Holy Land which
was proving very successful.

I remember visiting the Bournemouth Stamp Auction one day to view and
possibly purchase some lsrael lots and spotted in the catalogue a three
volume Lundy collection. | had an idle look and decided to bid on it if it
sold for a reasonable price. Many of the covers were addressed to a
gentleman named ‘Robertson’. Robson Lowe came over to me and
pointed out that there was also a nice carton of associated literature on
offer which was a good lot. | bought the lot, collection and literature and
that started me collecting again, albeit just in a small way to start with. At
that point |1 was only looking at Lundy as a relaxing collection and a
contrast to dealing in Holy Land. The danger of being a dealer and
collector is that one tends to take the best pieces from any collection
purchase to place into one’s own coliection. | managed to avoid this up to
that point and never coliected Holy Land. The Lundy collection grew
quietly but by nature is such that I could never resist a larger lot when it
came along and so | drifted back into Lundy dealing utilising my surplus
material.

In 1986 we took a stand at the huge ‘AMERIPEX’ ten day show in Chicago
with my Israel and Lundy stock. Whilst there | purchased the original stock
of ‘PUFFIN CQO’ (the American one, not the one we later established) which
| believe included the remainder stock of the Lundy Agency which
operated in America for a time. [t was mostly material of the 1960’s and
1970’s — this was soon absorbed into our stock.

My personal Secretary at this time and until we closed down was Helen
Smith who was married to Wayland Smith, son of Stanley and Audrey
Smith who ran the Marisco Tavern on Lundy which resulted in Wayland
spending some of his early life on Lundy.
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Our first Lundy Postal Auction was held in 1989 with a fairly modest 333 Iot
sale. These auctions became more and more popular of which the March
200 sale was the largest with over a thousand lots. In all we held 29 Lundy
Postal Auctions between 1983 and 2006. Some sales were under the
banner of Negev Holy Land Stamps Ltd., which was followed by Lundy
Philatelics (one sale) and then Puffin Stamps. We thought that Lundy
Philatelics was an apt name but the Landmark Trust was not very happy
about it so for the sake of good relations we abandoned the name. On one
occasion we came up with the idea of mailing one of our batches of Lundy
Auction catalogues direct from the island to all of our clients. We franked
the envelopes with several different Lundy stamps and some Puffin
cachets to make it fook attractive. It was a lot more work than we expected
and also slightly more expensive but eventually we carried everything over
to the island and Wendy Puddy allowed us to postmark the envelopes
ourselves to ensure neat cancelling. It was quite a lot of work and very
time consuming but we were quite pleased when they went into the mail
looking very attractive. After the event, we awaited customer comment but
received only one comment on how nice it was so we did not repeat the
exercise. Wendy Puddy was in my opinion a good Postmistress who tried
to understand stamp collectors and our funny ways.

Wendy disapproved of the Lundy Postal Service being abused and soon
stopped some of the more colourful confections that were beginning to find
their way into the mail. The island stamp stock was always kept in a small
room above the Marisco Tavern and she would allow a few select
coltectors/dealers to riffle through the sheets, etc and pick out what they
fancied — fortunately we were among the privileged few! | recall on one
occasion, | think in 1991, the Yanks as we called them came over in a fairly
large party and stayed in Millcombe House and other properties. They
went mad on the new 1991 Definitives and were buying them up by the
sheet. | think Wendy said they spent over £1,000 in the single week. |
recall visiting Lundy on one of the Collector Club weekends and being the
first person into the shop where | saw on the counter a small pile of the
1979 unofficial 9p and 11p essays on First Day Covers. These were new
to me on FDC'’s especially priced at 50p each! On asking about them |
was told that they had found them in a box in the storeroom and that there
were only about 100 of them. | tried to buy the whole lot but they wanted
to keep a few for certain clients so | ended up with about 75 of them.
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The other memorable event for us at London 1990 was our somewhat
chance meeting with the Executor of the George Ulrich estate, a Mr Bob
Dickgiesser from the USA who also happened to spot our Lundy Post
Office sign. It transpired that George Uirich had recently died and Bob had
been deputed to try and dispose of his famous Lundy collection on behalf
of the family. Oddly enough | had met George on one of his trips to Lundy
and he had invited me to his house on Franklin Lakes, New York, to view
his collection when on a previous Holy Land buying/selling trip 18 months
before. At first Bob had not explained to me that the collection he was
handling was the famous Ulrich collection but as soon as he started to
describe some of the rare items in the collection | realised just what it was.
It was only coming onto the market due to George’s death. We agreed to
visit Bob at his home as soon as we could book our flights.

The collection consisted of 20 very large Elbe type American albums in
heavy slipcases plus other bits and pieces in a box. It took me most of the
day to value it but | eventually came up with a figure that | was comfortable
with and which | thought would be a competitive offer. | had been told in
advance that it was to be a tender offer and would be sold to the highest
bidder. After a few weeks Bob telephoned me at home and gave the good
news that my bid of $60,000 was successful. After arranging a bank loan
we returned to Connecticut to bring the collection home. We stripped the
album pages with the good material and carried them back with us in two
large suitcases. The binders, slip-cases and the cheaper material we sent
back to Britain by surface mail.

At home | inspected it more carefully and realised what a wonderful
collection it was. At that time it was probably recognised as being the best
one around. In addition to items like the 1929 Puffins five values in
imperforate proof half sheets of 60, there were such items as the 1936 Map
oniginal drawings plus the six values in correct colours in complete
imperforate full sheets plus normal sheets and sheets imperforate between
some values. The 1937 and 1939 LACAL air stamps were replete with
rarities including the original artist's drawings. There were lots of 1940
Red Cross in various forms including blocks and gutter blocks, double
overprints and inverted, etc. There were pages of 1942 Victory proofs and
double and inverted overprints. There were hundreds of the genuine 1943
Bureau trials and essays, loads of original artwork and proof sheets. In
short by the time | combined it with my own fairly good collection it must
have been the premier Lundy coliection in existence
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