











AUTUMN 2008 MEETING

By James Thomas

The Autumn 2008 meeting of the Lundy Collectors Club was held
on 26" October 2008 at the Crestwood Community Centre at Eastleigh,
Hampshire and was well attended with 14 members present.

After morning coffee. the meeting went straight into the playing of
a half hour recording of a BBC radio programme from the 1960's about
Lundy. The BBC presenter Ross Salmon, interviewed many well known
Lundy names of the time, including John Ogilvie (Farm Manager), Trevor
Davie (Skipper of the Lundy Gannet), Michael Jones (LFS Warden), Mrs.
Gade, Mrs. Brodribb and Mrs. Jane Strick, wife of Arthur and discussed the
difficulties, hardships and pleasures of living on a small island such as
Lundy. This tape was quickly followed by a second much shorter BBC
recording from 1969 of an interview between Hugh Scully and Major
Raymond Moore reporting on the sale of Lundy and introducing the
Appeal.

Members' displays followed with three fine presentations. The first
display came from John Wright who presented 17 pages of 1937 to 1939
Lundy and Atlantic Coast Air Lines issues with imperforate proofs in
various colours, an offset block of four and a strip of six. Examples of blue
paper and light and dark printings were also on display. John followed this
with a second display of 7 sheets of the 1950 ‘BY AIR’ overprints from
1951 to 1953.

Mike Thompson presented the last display before the meeting
stopped for lunch with 20 sheets of various Lundy Postal History, including
Tramtickets, Wartime censored maii, War mail and LACAL airmail.

After lunch the Honourable Secretary announced that because of
popular demand, starting from 2009 the Club would host a Lundy
Photographic competition (see page 6). It was also agreed to invite Reg
Tuffin to become a Honorary Member of the Club in appreciation of the
hard work that he has done supporting the Club and Lundy Philately in
general. The Honourable Meeting Organiser stated that the Spring 2009
meeting would be held at Eastleigh on 29™ March 2009.

The auction commenced on time and was conducted by Mike
Thompson and ably assisted by Julie Lester and Bob Harper.

After tea and with no further business, the meeting closed at
4.00pm.
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SOME RECOLLECTIONS OF A LUNDY COLLECTOR/DEALER
PART 3 — THE LATER YEARS

By Michael Bale

Following up on the Uirich collection, the next large lot to come our way
was owned by a Dr. Mitchell Levine of Toronto, Canada. We purchased
this collection in the late 1990’s. It was quite a substantial lot, in
immaculate condition and with many fine items. Dr. Levine or Mitch as he
liked to be known also possessed a fine collection of Israel ~ much of
which we had sold to him over the years. The strange thing was that Dr.
Levine had strong collections of both Lundy and Israel — virtually the only
two countries that { have dealt with over the years. Ancther substantial
collection that we acquired in the 1990’s was that built up by Jon Aitchison.
Jon had collected Channel Islands and Lundy for many years and his
Lundy was a very large collection, consisting of about 20 albums if | recall
correctly. 1 am not sure of the reason but Jon suddenly lost interest in
Lundy and offered me the collection. | purchased the whole lot and often
wonder if he regretted parting with it. Anyway, nowadays Jon is back on
the scene with a vengeance and snaps up almost every Lundy lot that
comes onto the market.

Another large and well-known Lundy lot came to me in the 1990’s and this
was the William Rowcroft collection/stock. He was a well known old-time
American collector of Lundy and his material arrived in two large cartons,
absolutely jam packed with stamps and covers of Lundy. | particularly
recall one item as a block of about 20 of the 1950 ‘BY AIR’ 4p all folded
into something looking like a block of four and shoved into a tiny envelope.
When | got them out of the little envelope and opened them out it was a
block of about 20 stamps all with double overprint (Cat. 73a).

Also absorbed into stock in the 1990’s were the Tim Lardner collection and
a good selection of Lundy material from Jim Czyf's collection in the USA.
He was part of the small band of early but dedicated Lundy collectors
based in the Chicago area. Also involved in this group was Duane Larson,
Roger Cichorz, George Ulrich, Rich Drews and David Kols and others of
whom | have now forgotten the names. Very few of them seem to be
obviously active in Lundy coilecting nowadays but | do know that Roger
Cichorz is still very interested and often writes articles for the Journal.
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I came across something that Roger once said a while ago that is certainly
very pertinent nowadays. He pointed out that in the 1970’s a lot of dealers
would have laughed at you if you had mentioned Lundy. | can concur with
this as my own experience bore this out. Years ago | walked into Stanley
Gibbons main shop in the Strand, London and asked for Lundy. The man
behind the counter loocked down his nose and said “Sir, we do not stock
that sort of rubbish”. | bet the attitude would be somewhat different
nowadays.

An item not mentioned in any depth so far was the opening, in September
1999 of the Lundy Room in the lifracombe Museum. This came about
because | was invited, some years ago to become a member of the
Trustee Board of the Museum and my dream from the very beginning was
to add a Lundy Room. We were fortunate enough to obtain a substantial
Lottery Grant and then applied to the North Devon District Council for a
small piece of land beside the museum to build the new room on.
Unfortunately, it took us so long to get precisely nowhere that we
eventually gave up and decided to create a small room out of one of the
existing galleries. At the same time we were able, with the help of the
Lottery Grant to up-date other parts of the museum. The Lundy Room is
partly panelled with real mahogany wooden panelling from the Captain’s
cabin of the Montagu that was wrecked off Lundy in 1906. We also have
interpretation display boards, early Lundy crested china and the original
printing plate for the %2d and 1d LACAL Air stamps. These were all
donated by Bronnie and | and other donors have added more items since.
There is also a small mantel clock that is set into the Montagu panelling
with a plate describing it as made by Frank Bale, my grandfather!

The story of the Montagu panelling is quite an interesting one and not
generally known outside of North Devon. | did not even know of the
existence of the panelling until one day my then secretary, Helen Smith
told me that there was a cottage on the Harbour at lifracombe with an old
couple living in it who had their small sitting room entirely lined with
Montagu paneliing. Some years later the owners passed away and the
cottage came on the market. | was able to contact the new owner and he
sold me the panelling plus a large original photograph of the Montagu on
the rocks at Lundy. We eventually split it into three batches utilising it for
the Museum Lundy Room, our own entrance hall in Braunton and the third
batch | sold to the Landmark Trust. | never found out what happened to
that lot — it could be in a store room on Lundy!

22



Our final large purchase was quite recent in 2003 — 2004 when we had the
opportunity of acquiring a substantial part of the late John Dyke estate.
The first part was an enormous lot of worldwide postcards in dozens of
shoe boxes totalling about 20,000 including a very large batch of Lundy.
This collection was apparently started by John's father and then carried on
by John. We purchased the whole lot and brought them home in our car,
which it filled! John was of course for many years the chief designer of
Lundy stamps from the 1951 ‘Flying Birds’ issue onwards. The philatelic
material included many proofs, original artist drawings plus many normal
issues in full sheets and large blocks. We sold a lot of the postcards and
managed to do an exchange deal for the remainder with ancther dealer
accepting a very nice volume of British Empire King George VI stamps a
lot of which slotted into my own collection of these issues.

Over the years we have handled many of the best known Lundy collections
and Lundy rarities but | particularly recall two batches of original proofs
that came up for sale in London auction houses. Firstly, in early 1993 a
number of never before seen single imperforate proofs of the 1957 ‘Puffin’
series were on offer at auction. They were all with huge margins and
printed off like singles. In total there were 35 of them and | believe we
acquired the whole lot. These are now catalogued at £300 to £350 each
and are extremely scarce. Another printer’s archive comprised a wonderful
holding of the 1972 Trinity House issue which came via a major London
auction house in December 2000. There was a total of almost 120 items
(see page 57 of the 2003 edition of ‘Stamps of Lundy Island’ catalogue)
and we managed to obtain over a third of them. These soon sold out and
are now hard to find and catalogue between £150 and £200 each, for
colour pictures see pages 20-21 of the Spring 2007 edition of The New
Puffin Journal.

Publishing has always been an interest of mine and we acquired from
Stanley Newman, some years ago, the rights to the popular Newman
Lundy catalogues and we published the 3 and 4™ editions plus a
supplement to the 4™ edition. This is the only Lundy catalogue published
anywhere and has a very strong following amongst collectors. We have
been criticised in some quarters for including too many unusual items but
we believe that collectors like to be aware of what is in existence.
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