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KEN GIBSON LOVES LUNDY LOCALS

By James Thomas with material supplied by John Wright

Bogus Lundy postal material has been produced by many Lundy stamp
collectors with ambitions of running their own postal service or grabbing
two minutes of fame under the guise of having fun. The quality of bogus
material ranges from absolute rubbish to very good and quite clever. The
fun part however starts to fade when proofs and colour trials and 1* and
2™ printings are produced and when the material tries to pass itself off as
official Lundy stamps. This is when new and some experienced collectors,
become confused between the genuine article and bogus and is when the
validity of the Lundy Postal service, which it is believed is the longest
serving genuine private postal service in the World, becomes devalued.
Lundy’s stamp policy of producing quality stamps once every two years
when stamp stocks demand is ensuring that the validity of the Lundy Postal
Service is maintained.

Between 1987 and 1990, the late Ken Gibson produced for fun a selection
of labels overprinted with a message expressing his love of Lundy stamps.
John Wright has made a small collection of Ken's bogus material along
with material produced by others and showed it at the Club’s Spring 2009
meeting at Eastleigh.

Ken overprinted British stamps, airmail labels and various sized copies of
Lundy stamps with his “Ken Gibson Loves Lundy Locais v 02814 3628
message.

On the following two pages are some examples of Ken's artwork showing
overprints on British stamps and on copies of Lundy stamps. Also shown,
is a postcard that was sent to Lundy from Italy with one of Ken's bogus
labels which was cancelled by the Italian Post Office. The postcard was
then serviced on Lundy by the then Lundy Postmistress. Although the
Lundy postage is correct, it gave the postcard a seal of approval. | find it
reassuring that the present Lundy postal administration has ceased this
kind of practise ensuring that all material coming out of Lundy is genuine.









NEW LUNDY STAMP ISSUE

By James Thomas

On Saturday 7™ March 2009 at the Lundy Field Society Annual General
Meeting, Lundy General Manager Derek Green announced that Lundy is
planning to issue a new set of stamps in the Spring of 2010. The theme
will be Lundy’s Wild Animals. Although the designs have yet to be agreed,
we do know that they will be based on photographs and with this you are
invited to submit any Lundy Wild Animal related photograph that you have
taken to Derek Green on Lundy.

Derek mentioned that this year is the 40" Anniversary of the island’s
ownership by the National Trust, but continued to say that there are no
plans to commemorate this event with a new stamp set. As | suggested in
the last issue of the Journal, | suspect that stamp stocks are still too high to
issue another one so soon.

if we receive a sneak preview of the new designs at our Autumn Meeting in
November | will present a full report in the Spring 2010 issue of this
Joumnal.

A few weeks later Derek sent me the following letter:

“I am writing to inform you and through you the Lundy Collectors Club of
the forthcoming issue of Lundy stamps due to be published in the spring of
2010. As | announced at the recent AGM of the Lundy Field Society, the
theme for this next issue will be Lundy’s wild animals. Depending on the
Royal Mail prices and our current stock, | would expect that there will be
some five or six different stamps and that these will all be photographs. |
understand from The New Puffin Journal that you are intending to hold a
photographic competition in the autumn and this would be a good
opportunity for club members to submit any potential photographs for
stamps to Lundy for consideration. We will take submissions of
photographs until 1% October, should anyone consider submitting
photographs please ask them to contact me for recommendations.

This year brings the 40" Anniversary of the ownership and management of
the island by the National Trust and Landmark Trust and whilst it would
bring a good opportunity to mark the occasion with a stamp issue, we have
taken the decision to keep in line with our policy of publishing every two
years to protect the integrity of the stamps.”
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SPRING 2009 MELTING REPORT

By James Thomas

The Spring 2009 meeting of the Lundy Collectors Club was held at the
Crestwood Community Centre, Eastleigh, Hampshire.

The meeting started in the traditional way with morning coffee which was
followed by a minute's silence in memory of Tom Craze who died in
December 2008.

James Thomas then read a letter of thanks to the 17 members present
from Margaret Chadwick for the kind thoughts sent to her through her
recent iliness. He reported that Derek Green announced at the LFS AGM
that the next stamp issue would be in the Spring of 2010, that property
improvements on the island included new stoves and showers and that the
Diocese of Exeter had commissioned a report to determine the condition
and future of St. Helena's church. He also informed the meeting that
Lundy has invited all members to submit photographs of the island for the
2010 Lundy calendar.

A short DVD about Lundy produced by Natural England was then shown.

The displays started with a very rare Montagu book post-letter card from
Julie Lester. John Wright presented 23 pages of Ken Gibson and Jon
Aitchison prepared Lundy bogus labels and overprints. Bob Harper
showed a sheet of Red Cross stamps with tabs and a 1940 Captain Smye
cover. John Wright then dispiayed three further pages of the 1937 LACAL
stamps with the ‘Attantic’ misprint and Mike Thompson finished off the
morning session with a display of various items which included a colour
map taken from an old book, three sheets of Montagu postcards, some
rarely seen before and the start of a study of 'V’ Plane stamps with a great
selection of all the varieties.

After lunch the meeting reconvened with the auction which was conducted
by Mike Thompson and ably assisted by Julie Lester and Bob Harper.

After afternoon tea and with no further business, the meeting closed at
4.30pm.






LUNDY IN KELLY'S DIRECTORY

By Roger Allen

In 1926, Kelly’s Directory, which has been in existence since the 18"
Century, wrote to Martin Coles Harman asking him if he wished to update
the Lundy entry. They sent him a copy of the entry as it was, ready for him
to annotate. Martin seems to have made one or two small changes to this
form but he certainly did not send the corrected version back to Kelly's.

The changes he made on the form, which he received, were minor. As if
questioning the fact, he made a mark by the side of the comment stating
that deaths on Lundy were recorded in the Hartiand register. He may have
disagreed with this statement and indeed in A. E. Blackwell's
comprehensive Ecclesiastical History of Lundy dated 1960, or in Myrtle
Ternstrom’s paper Lundy’s Legal and Parochial Status dated 2002, there is
no mention of deaths being registered in Hartland. He also made a double
mark by the side of the statement concerning the weekly mails from Instow.
By the time he made these annotations, he had already dismissed the
GPO from his island and it was certainly his intention that this paragraph in
the Lundy entry should be completely changed.

The heading of the Kelly's entry is dated 29" April 1926 and reads:- It will
be esteemed a favour if M. C. Harman Esq. will state if the following is
correct and return this form at his earliest convenience. In the text of the
entry, the Kelly’s employee had crossed out the name of Augustus L.
Christie, substituting M. C. Harman Esq. in the same hand as appears at
the heading. Mr. Harman, in his familiar script, then completed the initials
by writing out his full name Martin Coles Harman. In the Lundy entry,
Augustus Langham Christie is described as sole landowner and Lord of
the Manor. Harman later kept the “sole landowner” description but
eliminated the reference to “Lord of the Manor”; this title having always
been under question.

The Kelly’s entry is quite comprehensive and accurate in its description of
the island and its account of Lundy's history. St. Helen's church is
described in detail, particularly the alabaster reredos by Harry Hems of
Exeter. The details are mostly correct up to the time of the Christie
ownership, mentioning the Lerina and the Revd. Hezekiah Lane, who came
in 1922 under the gift of the Bishop of Exeter, as the last rector of Lundy
and first for many hundreds of years.
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The hotel manageress, Miss Sage, though not mentioned by name, is
praised, as are her arrangements for feeding and accommodating visitors.
This description of the arrangements for visitors on Lundy during the
Christie period largely agrees with Myrtle Ternstrom’s article on the
Christies on Lundy which appeared in 2006.

The Postal arrangements under Allday, are described fully, as is the ‘night
telephone’. This is described as an arrangement whereby “telephonic
communication is available from Lundy to Barnstaple by day and to
Appledore by night under Post Office control”. This refers to the telephonic
communications with the mainiand established by means of the cable. The
“Barnstaple by day and Appledore by night” aspect of the cable connection
is not mentioned by Tony Langham in the chapter on communications in
his book The Island of Lundy or indeed elsewhere that | can discover.

Interestingly, although the description of the island is basically correct up to
the end of the Christie regime, the entry states that the population in 1911
was 49. No demographic up-date apparently having been made on that
matter since that year. The fiction that the Quarry Company supplied
granite for the London Embankment is pursued in the text.

The actual form sent to Mr. Harman by Kelly's is in the format of a stamped
return letter, and is addressed to M. C. Harman Esq. Salisbury House,
EC2. This simple address was obviously enough to reach Mr. Harman but
I have been unable to discover the actual whereabouts of Salisbury House.
It must have been a block of offices that may have since been demolished.
Mrs. Diana Keast was unable to throw any light upon this matter. It is
certainly a business location which he occupied before he moved to Angel
Court and then Old Broad Street addresses with which we are familiar. On
the return section, which of course Mr. Harman never used, the Kelly's
form shows the address: To KELLY'S DIRECTORIES LTD., Post Office
Directories Offices, 186 Strand, LONDON, W.C.2. it bears an unused King
George V Y2d stamp.

While it is clear that although Mr. Harman did not return or respond to this
particular form, the entry in Kelly’'s Directory was subsequently updated in
1934, 1935 and 1953. In those entries the wording of the historical and
topographical details, the description of the church and the farm operations
remain substantially the same.
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LUNDY PHILATELIC PUBLICITY SHEETS

By James Thomas

Martin Coles Harman started his private postal service to cover the cost of
transporting the mail between Lundy and the mainiand. But by the late
1940’s he had realised the potential of producing and selling stamps as a
means of income as well. Between 1948 and 1953 he had communication
with Mr. Brian Rigby Hall, a stamp dealer who directed the Lundy Philatelic
Bureau from the mainland. Mr. Rigby Hall had contacts in America and
elsewhere who showed interest in purchasing large quantities of Lundy
stamps. One contact was interested in purchasing 50,000 stamps of old
stock to fill packets for schoolboy collectors and another wanted to do a
joint venture with Mr. Harman to produce a new set of stamps - 900,000
stamps with 30 varieties. Deals like this attracted Mr. Harman's attention
although he was concerned that selling such large quantities of stamps at
very cheap prices could devalue Lundy stamps and detract from his
original idea. However, these were austere years and times were tough,
even on Lundy. Mr. Harman got very close to brokering a deal through Mr.
Rigby Hall on a couple of occasions but for various reasons the
arrangements broke down.

In 1953 Antoine Medawar, a London stamp dealer persuaded Mr. Harman
to produce what we now refer to as the ‘Walipaper' issues which were
produced in vast numbers, ¥2 million stamps per value in many cases,
between 1954 and 1962. This generated much needed income but
produced sets of stamps which were and still are very near worthless.

Publicity was the way forward. It was recognised that to maintain the
credibility of the original Lundy postage idea, one should produce sets in
quantities and denominations required to satisfy the island’s postage needs
and so to make the maximum profit, advertise every new issue to the

growing band of collectors. Trade enquiries were also welcomed and deait
with.

Printed sheets were prepared which gave details of the new issue such as
values, colours, quantities and printer. Some sheets gave details about the
Lundy postal service and notes about the occasion that the stamps were
commemorating. The sheet also gave prices for mint sets, used sets and
First Day covers.
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WHAT, NO LUNDY POSTMASTER!

By James Thomas

Recently Diana Keast provided me with a copy of two letters from the
Harman family archive and they are not for the eyes of Reg Tuffin. They
demonstrate Mr. Harman’s continuous battle with Post Office officialdom.
However, it is interesting that the Post Office did refer to Puffin Stamps and
not what a lot of people still refer to as Lundy labels.

On 13" October 1948, the General Post Office wrote a letter to Martin
Coles Harman which read:—

“Dear Mr. Harman,

| have looked into the question of the disposal of correspondence coming
to hand addressed to “The Postmaster, Lundy Island, Bideford” about
which you called here on the 25" of September.

As | mentioned at the time such letters should, in strictness, be treated as
undeliverable, there being no Postmaster of Lundy Island, but to meet you
so far as possible, we are prepared, as an exceptional arrangement, to
pass on to you or your agent any letters addressed to the “Postmaster,
Lundy Island” which when opened at Bideford Post Office are found to be
simple requests to purchase “Puffin” stamps. This special arrangement is
being authorised, however, on the understanding that it will be withdrawn it
it should give rise to difficulty or embarrassment to the Post Office.

Yours very truly,
G.H. Gould Smith”

On 9" November 1948 Mr. Harman sent the following reply:-
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THE FUTURE OF ST. HELENA'S CHURCH

By James Thomas

The condition of St. Helena’'s church has been for many years very poor.
Winter storms have taken their toll and coupled with the lack of an
adequate maintenance budget and planned repairs, the fabric of the
church has deteriorated.

Although the church is on Lundy, it is not owned by the National Trust or
administered by the Landmark Trust; it is owned and maintained by the
Diocese of Exeter.

In June last year the Diocese commissioned the Devon based Architect,
Van der Steen Hall to prepare a report of the current state and future
options of the church. Van der Steen Hall is no stranger to Lundy as it was
only a few years ago he designed the timber clad divers hut that now
stands at the shore end of the jetty.

In the report his very first sentence reads “The Church of St. Helena is at a
crossroads” and later he states “The conventional role of St. Helena’s now
no longer exists other than to provide very occasional shelter for services
such as weddings and for small visiting groups by arrangement”.

This gives a quick indication as to what will be found later in the report.
Five options are considered and priced up.

Options 1 and 2 are to completely repair and restore the church to its
original beauty and provide additional facilities to give more flexible usage.
Option 3 would be to carry out some repairs but reduce the size of the
nave and demolish the vestry and chancel.

Option 4 would demolish the nave, vestry and chancel and build a smali
chapel and

Option 5 would demolish the whole church except for the tower which
would be restored.

We now wait for the decision which could change the face of Lundy for
ever. Let's hope AND pray that the Diocese can find and justify the money
required to carry out the full restoration. As soon as | know more | will
publish a follow-up story.
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