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EDITORIAL

Issue 40 — what a landmark edition? We are not going to
celebrate this achievement as | think it will be more appropriate to
celebrate the 50" edition — shouid | make it that far! Following on from last
year which was quite a busy time, this year is going to be another respite
year. However, a standard year for the Lundy Collectors Club is always
full of events — meetings, auctions. competitions, a visit to Lundy and of
course The New Puffin Journal

Over the last six years we have built some enormous bridges to
improve our relationship with Lundy and its management and the results
were enjoyed last November during our five day stay on the island. We
were made so welcome and treated as special guests. The island staff
who work so hard doing the ‘day job’ ali had time to talk to us about Lundy
and indulge us in our own quirky interests Derek Green, the island
General Manager pulled out all the stops to make our stay one to
remember and described us all as 'Lundy Ambassadors' — a greater
compliment could not have been made. It is my plan to continue working
with Derek and his staff to ensure the continuation of our good relationship
and the Lundy Postal Service for many years to come.

Early details and ideas of this year's new stamp issue were
discussed with Derek Green and Lars Liwendah! at the club's meeting last
November and an early sketch can be seen on page 10. To help island
staff, please refrain from contacting them for advance details as they are
all very busy. As soon as | receive more details | will publish them straight
away and the island will contact you with an arder form shortly before the
issue date.

Derek isn't the only person who has pulled-out all the stops, Jon
Aitchison has produced a most comprehensive publication titled ‘Stamps
and Postal History of Lundy Island’ — 237 pages crammed with the latest
Lundy philatelic information and worth every penny of the £24 asking price.

In an attempt to save the World from global warming, the
Government is promoting ‘10:10’ where we are encouraged to reduce our
carbon emissions by 10% during the year 2010. | would like to introduce
another interpretation of ‘10:10° — an increase of 10% in meeting
attendances during 2010! 1 look forward to seeing you all throughout the

year.
_Jamés
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The boy slipped off the horse and then swam for the shore and before help
could be summoned the horse had disappeared out to sea. To everyone’s
amazement, less than twenty-four hours after, the horse was found
peacefully grazing on Lundy, none the worse for his adventure.

This swim has never been attempted by human beings, but as is usual the
local people wherever there is some kind of possibility of achieving the
impossible — especially in the Locals — have discussed the chances of a
swimmer tackling the England to Lundy swim Now Mr. Harman has
brought the matter to a head.

The swim itself will not be without hazards and difficulties, possibly more
than any around our coast. The mouth of the Bristol Channel opens out to
the Atlantic Ocean and from Lundy to the Devon Coast the swimmer will be
faced with the huge Atlantic Rollers, the distance of the swim is as far as
between Cap Griz Nay and Dover.

In my opinion the swim can only be successfully attempted on an ebb tide,
this means with the prevailing wind blowing up the channel, the swimmer is
going fo be faced with a continuous slap in the face, choppy water which
will mean a great physical stain on the body.

Lundy is only 2% miles long and 1% miles wide, surrounded by a mass of
islets and submerged rocks, with several banks over which there are terrific
races, with names well in keeping with the swim. At the Northern end there
is the White Horse Race, Gull Island and the Hen and Chickens, with only
one safe landing beach of 60 yards.

It is going to take great navigational skill and a lot of luck to start a swim 19
mifes away, with a fast running tide to be able to so judge a swimmer's
speed and stamina that he or she can land on a 600 yard beach. It will be
a rather heavy responsibility for the man in charge of a swim when getting
near the island, with a swimmer in an exhausted condition to be faced with
the chance of hitting the island or being swept out to the Atlantic Ocean
over one of these races where at certain times, even boats are warned to
keep away.
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Then came a twist in the story when on 25" June 1952, the Devon County
Amateur Swimming Association declared the challenge as a professional
event and warned that entrants could be prohibited from amateur
competition in the future. This caused Rear Admiral Franklin (Ret'd.) and
Mr Wickham to resign from the committee on 5™ July 1952 for fear of
losing their amateur status. However, this didn't deter eleven men and
women from registering their intentions to compete as many intended to
use the event as training for an English Channel swim.

However, the swim did go ahead and on 31% August 1952, Captain Hassan
Abdel El Rehim the Egyptian English Channel swimming record holder (at
that time) successfully completed the crossing from Hartland to Lundy in
12 hours,

There is no record of whether he accepted the 4 fat bullocks or the £250
but Diana thinks that he accepted the money.

THE TRAMTICKET REGISTER

Due to Michael Bale’s recent retirement, Jon Aitchison has taken over as
the custodian of the Lundy ‘Tramticket' register. If you acquire any new
“Tramticket' stamps will you please send details including the unigque
number to: Jon Aitchison, Old Tithe Hali, Start Hill, Bishop's Stortford,
Hertfordshire, CM22 7TF, Great Britain.

Jon has agreed to prepare an up-date each year for publication in this
Journal to continue on from where Michael left off.
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2009 LUNDY POSTAGE RATES

Information Supplied by Lundy

TO THE UNITED KINGDOM

1* CLASS
Letter C5 or under
Max weight 0-100g 46p
Large Letter B4 or under
Max weight 750g 0-100g 80p
101-250g 86p
251-500g 124p
501-750g 179p
Packet
0-100g 130p
101-250g 176p
251-500g 214p
501-750g 266p
751-1000g 322p
1001-1250g  449p
1251-1500g  527p
1601-1750g  605p
1751-2000g 676p
2001-4000g 887p
Each additional 2kg 302p
Parcels
2kg 525p
4kg 843p
6kg 1144p
8kg 1402p
10kg 1506p
20kg 1754p
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2" CLASS

35p

50p
70p
101p
146p

110p
153p
178p
217p
260p
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a



EUROPE REST OF WORLD

Airmail Letters

Up to 10g 65p 71p*
Up to 20g 65p 104p
Up to 40g 94p 157p
Up to 60g 121p 211p
Up to 80g 148p 267p
Up to 100g 181p 324p
1% CLASS 2" CLASS
Postcards
UK 46p 35p
Europe 65p n/a
Rest of World 71p* n/a

* As the island hasn't any 7 1p stamps, these items will be charged at 72p

FREL GIFT

The free gift accompanying this issue of The New Puffin Journal is an
original copy of the Lundy publicity sheet that was sent out for the 1967
‘Help Save Seabirds From Oil' issue that followed after the Torrey Canyon
disaster.

Accompanying the Summer 2010 issue of this Journal will be an original
copy of Albion Harman'’s letter that was sent out with this publicity sheet.

| would like to thank Diana Keast for generously donating these gifts from
the Harman Archives.
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BINDERS

The New Puffin Journal
BINDERS

A new order for binders for your Journals’ has
been placed.

Each binder will hold 12 ‘Journals’ and is bound
in maroon leatherette with gold lettering and
logo on spine.

See enclosed order form.

DIARY 2010

6™ March 2010 Lundy Field Society General Meeting,
Exeter, Devon.

28" March 2010 Lundy Collectors Club Spring Meeting,
Eastleigh, Hampshire.

17" July 2010 Lundy Collectors Club day trip to Lundy
from llfracombe, Devon.

18" July 2010 Lundy Collectors Club Summer Meeting,
lifracombe, Devon.

17" October 2010 Lundy Collectors Club Autumn Meeting,
Eastleigh, Hampshire.
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